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Security forces kill 4 militants in Egypt 

— Security forces killed four militants 
m the southern province of Minya in a two-hour gun 
battle. Intenor Minister Hassan Alfi said Tuesday. 
The clash occurred Monday night in Samalut, ^00 
kriometres southwest of Cairo, he said. The four killed 
won dangerous terrorists” who were involved in the 
mlling of nine Christians during an attack on a nearbv 
Coptic Church in February, General \Alfi said. He 
added police confiscated documents listing names of 
several people the militants planned to kill. He did not 
elaborate. The government uses the term “dangerous 
terrorists” to refer to members of A1 Gamaa A 1 
Islamiva, or the Islamic group, an umbrella organisa- 
tion for groups fighting to oust Egypt’s secular gov- 
ernment and set up an Islamic state. More than 1.050 
people have since been killed in the violence. 
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Saudi crown prince visits Egypt 

RIYADH (AFP) — Saudi Crown Prince Abdullah 
Ben Abdul Aziz was to visit Egypt Tuesday for talks 
with President Hosni Mubarak on the deadlocked 
Middle East peace process, an Egyptian diplomatic 
source said. He said the visit to Cairo would last two 
days, with talks on bilateral cooperation and the situ- 
ation in the Arab World was also on the agendo. King 
Fahd Monday appealed to the international communi- 
ty to intervene to rescue the peace process, which has 
been stalled since Israel started building a new Jewish 
settlement in Arab east Jerusalem in March. “The 
international community and all countries who want 
peace are called upon to make sincere efforts to save 
the peace process which is going through a deplorable 
time because of Israel's intransigence," the King said. 
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King, Saudi foreign minister discuss peace 
process developments, bilateral relations 

Prince Saud hints Saudi Arabia may boycott MENA 
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By Tareq Ayyoub 
Special to tfie Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Saudi 
Arabian foreign minis ter. 
Prince Saud Al Faisal, Tues- 
day blamed Israel for the 
current deadlock in the 
peace process and hinted at 
the possibility that his coun- 
try might boycott the Mid- 
dle East and North Africa 
(MENA) Economic Summit 
that is scheduled to convene 
in Doha in November. 

7 “The Arab countries have 
extended all efforts to push 
the peace process ahead and 
to bring a new reality to the 
region... the peace process 
is frozen because of Israeli 
stands," Prince Saud said at 
Marka airport before head- 
ing for the Royal Court to 
meet His Majesty King 
Hussein. 

“The economic s umm it 
similar to multilateral 
(talks) is aimed ax support- 
ing peace and creating the 
required atmosphere to push 
the process ahead,” he said. 

But ’Israel has demol- 
ished all justifications for 
optimism m this summit as 
it demolished at the same 
time all pretexts for the mul- 
tilateral negotiations," 
Prince Saud said. 

. Prince Saud, who attend- 
ed the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) summit in 

A Riyadh earlier this week, 
added that “things will 
remain stagnant... and 
Arabs bear no responsibility 
for this stagnation." 

Last month, Syria started 
a campaign against the 
MENA summit and called 


on all Arab countries to 
boycott it. 

Qatar repeatedly said that 
it will go ahead and hold the 
summit despite calls by 
Syria and the 1 Arab League 
to stop all trade and eco- 
nomic ties with Israel. 

The Doha summit is the 
fourth since the historic 
Madrid peace conference 
which launched peace nego- 
tiations. Israel attended all 
three previous conferences, 
which were held in 
Casablanca, Amman and 
Cairo, respectively. Syria 
boycotted all these meet- 
ings. 

On Monday, Syrian Vice 
President Abdul Halim 
Kharidam said that Israel’s 
stance on Middle East peace 
makes the regional econom- 
ic summit useless and that it 
would be better for Arabs to 
hold their own economic 
meeting. 

“The economic summit 
was set up for the sake of 
Israel and to establish Israel 
as a member and partner in 
the region. Therefore, hold- 
ing the summit without 
Israel will stand in the way 
of achieving the ends of 
those who worked for such 
summits,” Mr. Khaddam 
said. 

“If we want to hold such 
summits, why not hold an 
Arab economic 

summit_.why do we con- 
centrate on such summits in 
the light of conent Israeli 
policy, which obstructs the 
peace process and cancels 
the points of reference of 
peace in the region. It is not 
useful.” Mr. Khaddam said 



His Mai 
Faisal 
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The Saudi prince is visiting Jor- 
lateral relations and peace process 


following his meeting with 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak in Cairo on Mon- 
day. 

Jordan News Agency-, 
Petra, said that His Majesty 
held a closed door meeting 
with the Saudi prince at the 
Royal Court that was fol- 
lowed by an expanded 
meeting attended by offi- 
cials from the two sides. 

The agency said that talks 
focused on recent develop- 
ments in die peace process 
and added that the two sides 
stressed on the need to unify 


efforts to push the peace 
process ahead to overcome 
the deadlock and to reach a 
comprehensive and just 
peace in the region. 

The two sides also dis- 
cussed ways to develop 
bilateral relations,' Petra 
added. 

Earlier, Prince Saud said 
that he will deliver a mes- 
sage from King Fahd Ben 
Abdul Aziz to His Majesty 
King Hussein adding that he 
will hold talks with Foreign 
Minister Fayez Tarawneh 
on bilateral relations. 


News reports in Jordan 
indicated that among the 
issues to be discussed a Jor- 
danian request to supply 
Jordan with Saudi oil. Cur- 
rently, Jordan receives more 
than 90.000-barrel of oil 
from Iraq at.a concessional 
rate. 

Saudi Arabia is the King- 
dom’s second largest Arab 
trade partner after Iraq. In 
1996 Jordan exported 
JD130 million worth of 
goods to Saudi Arabia com- 
pared w-ith JD70 million in 
1995. 


Israel to force its curriculum 
upon Arab Jerusalem schools 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Israel has derided 
to impose its curriculum on 
Arab schools in east 
Jerusalem in a bid to stop 
“meddling" by the Palestin- 
ian National Authority 
(PNA) in the education sys- 
tem, a city official said 
—7 Tuesday. 

A ministerial committee 
for Jerusalem decided to 
“ensure thar the Jordanian 
curriculum is not being 
used in east Jerusalem 
schools and that the Israeli 
curriculum is,” municipali- 
ty spokesman Haggai Elias 
told AFP. 


“We know that some 
teachers use the Jordanian 
textbooks. This will stop 
and they wall have ro use 
the same texts used by 
Israeli Arabs,” he said. 

The committee decided to 
impose the switch at a 
meeting Monday “to pre- 
vent any meddling of the 
Palestinian (National) 
Authority in the manage- 
ment and coordination” of 
east Jerusalem schools, he 
said. 

City-nm Arab schools in 
Arab east Jerusalem have 
until now used the curricu- 
lum and textbooks of Jor- 


dan, even after Israel seized 
the sector from Jordan in 
1967 and annexed it as pan 
of its capital. 

Israel had turned a blind 
eye to the practice and even 
allowed observers from the 
West Bank, where the Jor- 
danian curriculum is also 
used, to supervise final 
exams in east Jerusalem, 
said Danny Seideman. head 
of Irshalem, an Israeli 
group for Palestinian rights 
in Jerusalem. 

But now the PNA con- 
trols the towns of Bethle- 

( Continued on page 7) 


Israel protests PNA stance 
on murders of land dealers 

. Israel tries to prevent Palestinian 
workers from revealing secrets 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) - — The Israeli civil 
administration has shuffled Palestinian workers to prevent 
them from revealing sensitive mformation to the Palestin- 
ian National Authority (PNA), the Israeli Itim news ser- 
vice reported Tuesday. 

The workers involved were transferred from the Beit A1 
office in the central West Bank that deals with land and 
property tax information to distant branches to keep .them 
from revealing the names of Arabs who sold laud to Jews. 

The move comes after three Palestinians were murdered 
last month for allegedly selling land to Israelis. PNA offi- 
cials had called, for thedeath penalty for those involved in 
such deals but denied they had a hand in the killings. 

Civil administration spokesman Peter Leroer refused to 
comment on the Itim report. 

Palestinians working for a branch of the Israeli adminis- 
tration in Arab east Jerusalem involved in cancelling die 
identity cards of former Arab residents of the city have 
already, been warned by the PNA to quit their jobs. 
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OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Israel issued a 
sharply worded protest let- 
ter Tuesday condemning 
the Palestinian National 
Authority’s (PNA) links to 
a recent spate of murders of 
r^Arabs accused of selling 
land to Jewish settlers. 

Danny Naveh, the closest 
advisor to Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu and 
head of the Israeli peace 
negotiating team, said in 
the letter that the PNA 
encouraged the recent slay- 
ings by branding land sales 
to Jews as “treasonous” and 
worthy of capital punish- 
ment. 

The letter, addressed to 
chief Palestinian negotiator 
Saeb Erakat, also com- 
plained that no Palestinian 
official had condemned the 
“callous murders” of three 
Arab land dealers in the 
Jerusalem area last month. 

. The three men were 
pound murdered in the 
Palestinian-ruled West 


Rank town of Ram all ah 
after PNA officials warned 
that sales of occupied land 
to Jews warranted the death 
penalty. 

“We regard such state- 


ments and acts, as well as 
the underlying policy that 
they reveal, as totally unac- 
ceptable” Mr. Naveh said 

(Continued on page 7) 


EU envoy upbeat on 
chances to resume talks 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — The European 
Union (EU) envoy to the 
Middle East, Miguel Angel 
Morarinos, predicted Tues- 
day that there would soon 
be a breakthrough in efforts 
to bring Israelis and Pales- 
tinians back to the negotiat- 
ing table. 

“We’re coming close,” 
Mr. Moratinos told 
reporters after meeting with 
chief Palestinian negotiator 
Saeb Erakat to discuss the 
nearly three-month dead- 


lock in peace negotiations 
caused by Israeli settlement 
building in Arab areas. 

“I think there will be a 
breakthrough in the Israeli 
position despite the contin- 
uation of work at Jabal Abu 
Ghneim ” he said, referring 
to the site of a new Jewish 
settlement Israel is building 
in Arab east Jerusalem. 

“Israel has become intent 
on solving the political sit- 
uation" said Mr. Morati- 

( Continued on page 7) 


Iraq bound to reenter 
Arab fold: Syrian FM 

CAIRO (AFP) — Syrian 
Foreign Minister Farouk 
Sharaa, whose countiy has 
reopened hs borders with 
Baghdad for the first time in 
15 years to businessmen, 

Tuesday said Iraq “cannot 
eternally” remain outside the 
Arab fold. 

“It is difficult to imagine 
that Iraq, an Arab brother 
country, will eternally remain 
in the grips of the current sit- 
uation,” Mr. Sharaa told 
Egyptian state television. 

‘The day will come when 
the resolutions of the (UN.) 

Security Council will be 
implemented and die suffer- 
ings of the Iraqi people will 
end,” Mr. Sharaa said, when 
asked about the possibility of 
reintegrating Iraq into Arab 
ranks. 

Iraq has been under a UN. 
embargo since it invaded 
Kuwait in 1990. 

Although Security Council 
Resolution 986 partially lift- 
ed the embargo so Iraq could 
import food and medicine. 

Baghdad has nor yet fulfilled 
the main requirement for its 
complete removal — elimi- 
nation of Iraqi weapons of 
mass destruction. 


Mr. Sharaa said in Cairo 
Monday that “no decision 
has been made until now 
concerning the opening of 
the borders” between Syria 
and Iraq. 

But earlier Monday a Syri- 
an Union of Chambers of 
Commerce official in Dam- 
ascus said the border had 
been reopened for the use of 
businessmen from both 
countries. 

The official also announced 
that an Iraqi economic dele- 
gation would visit Damascus 
Friday, more than 10 days 
after a Syrian team of busi- 
nessmen travelled to Bagh- 
dad. 

Diplomats and official 
sources in Baghdad have said 
the Syrian economic visit 
could be a stepping stone 
towards a political rap- 
prochement. 

Syria and Iraq are ruled by 
rival factions of the Baaih 
Party and have had troubled 
relations since Saddam Hus- 
sein became Iraq’s president 
in 1979. Iraq broke off diplo- 
matic ties with its neighbour 
in 1980 and in 1982 Syria 
dosed its bonder with Iraq. 


Crown Prince calls to implement 

free trade agreement with Bahrain 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan on Tuesday 
called for implementing a 
free trade agreement con- 
cluded between Jordan and 
Bahrain, saying that it is one 
of the first such agreements 
Jordan has signed with any 
country. 

In a meeting with Bahraini 
Minister of Trade Ali Saleh 
Al Saleh, Prince Hassan 
stressed the importance of 
industrial integration 
between both countries. 

The Crown Prince 
described the first industrial 
Bahraini exhibition, current- 
ly held in .Amman as a good 
and positive step on the path 
of inter-Arab integration, 
and a clear evidence of the 


strong relations linking 
both countries. 

Prince Hassan said it is a 
happy coincidence that the 
Bahraini and Jordanian 
industrial exhibitions are 
simultaneously held here, 
thus providing an 
opportunity for Jordanian 
industrialists and econo- 
mists to forge closer cooper- 
ation. 

Prince Hassan stressed the 
need to develop and upgrade 
the standards and quality of 
Arab industries to conform 
with international specifi- 
cations. noting that only 
qualiry and high standard 
industries can stand in the 
face of foreign competition 
in the next century. 

Prince Hassan extended an 


invitation to the Bahraini 
crown prince to visit Jordan. 

Mr. Saleh expressed his 
country's interest in expand- 
ing commercial exchange 
between both countries, say- 
ing that his country will 
deal with Jordanian 
investors “in a spirit of true 
brotherhood and close coop- 
eration." The meeting was 
attended by Minister of 
Industry, Trade and Supply 
Hani Mulki. the Bahraini 
Ambassador to Jordan 
Mohammad Ben Seif AI 
Musallam, Jordan's Ambas- 
sador to Bahrain Shaker 
Arabiyul and the president 
of Bahrain's Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry. 


Crown Prince underlines need 
to develop world understanding 
among Muslims and Christians 

Muslim residents of Western countries 
subjected to injustice — Prince Hassan 


ISTANBUL (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan Tuesday 
stressed the need for devel- 
oping more understanding 
between Muslims and 
Christians on the basis of 
the common values inher- 
ent in the two monotheistic 
religions. 

In an address to the Mus- 
lim Christian Consultation 
(MCC) in Istanbul deliv- 
ered on his behalf by Her 
Royal Highness Princess 
Rahmeh, the Crown Prince 
reiterated the call for the 
promotion of a new interna- 


tional humanitarian order 
embodying the common 
values of the monotheistic 
religions in order to better 
tackle problems plaguing 
many, parts of the world. 

In 1982. the United 
Nations General Assembly 
adopted Prince Hassan’s 
proposal for building a new 
international humanitarian 
order. 

Prince Hassan told the 
MCC, entitled “Perspective 
of Cooperation and Partici- 
pation between Muslims 
and Christians on the Eve 
of the New Century," that 


Muslims and Christians 
should promote more dia- 
logue aimed at identifying 
their common values and 
work to overcome past and 
present differences and 
misconceptions. 

Warning against develop- 
ing biased and one-sided 
perspectives, Prince Hassan 
told the meeting which was 
organised by the Royal 
Academy for Islamic Civil- 
isation Research — AI al 
Bayt Foundation — and 
the Orthodox Centre, that 

(Continued on page 7) 


Government plan divides bureaucrats 
into three groups, 3rd to be relocated 

egory of employees to the 
private sector thereby pre- 
serving a source of income 
for their families. 

“The current proposition 
is that these [low perfor- 
mance) employees be sent 
to factories in replacement 
of guest workers where 
they will be trained... they 
will also be paid their cur- 
rent salaries for a period of 
four months... after which 
the decision of their pay is 
left to the discretion of the 
new employer," elaborated 

(Continued on page 7) 


JERASH (Petra) — The 
government is in the 
process of evaluating the 
performance of ail its 
employees and will ulti- 
mately dispose of all those 
civil servants who are 
deemed to be inefficient. 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali said in Jerasb 
Tuesday. 

“The government cannot 
keep providing 450,000 
government employees 
with salaries, bonuses and 
bread coupons ” Dr. Majali 
told the faculty and stu- 
dents of Jerash Private Uni- 


versity. 

“Citizens' businesses are 
delayed by the overlapping 
of responsibilities of an 
army of government 

employees.” Dr. Majali said 
adding that the government 
was currently studying a 
plan that would not endan- 
ger people’s livelihoods. 

The plan would classify 
government employees into 
three categories: creative 
employees... average 

employees ... and low per- 
formance employees. 

Government departments 
will reallocate the third car- 


Fire at mental health care 
hospital kills 3, injures 12 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

FUHEIS — Three people 
were killed and 12 others 
were injured in a fire that 
engulfed the storehouse at the 
National Institute for Mental 
Health Tuesday, officials 
said- 

Civil Defence Department 
(CDD) officials said the 
cause of die fire, which broke 
out at around 10; 15 a,m. in 
the hospital's basement and 
spread to the halls of one of 
the hospital’s eight wards 
was still unknown. 

“All we know’ at this time is 
that the fire started in the 
storeroom of the hospital, and 
the flames spread to the stair- 
case of the third floor.” Balqa 
CDD Director lieutenant 
Colonel Sa’ed Arabia said. 

According to the CDD offi- 
cial. the three people who 
were killed in the fire inci- 
dent were all patients. How- 
ever, officials would not dis- 
close their names. 


One of the patients was 
found burnt beyond recogni- 
tion near [he storage room, 
while the other two were 
found dead near the third 
floor staircase. Lieutenant 

Arabia! said. 

“We soaked bed covers 
with warer and attempted to 
pull the two patients who 
were King next to the stair- 
case to our section, but the 
heai dried up the covers and 
we were unable to rescue 
them,” one hospital employee 
said. 

He told the Jordan Tunes 
that he and his colleagues 
evacuated patients from their 
section by breaking the win- 
dows and using ropes and 
ladders to rescue' the patients. 

“Luckily there was a bal- 
cony on the second floor 
which we used as an escape 
exit from the smoke and 
heat,” he said 

Minister of Health and 
Medical Care Ashraf Kurdi 
told reporters that 147 
patients and 200 employees 


were evacuated from the hos- 
pital when the fire broke out. 

He added that all patients 
were returned to their sec- 
tions after the fire was 
brought under control. 

Dr. Kurdi said an investiga- 
tion committee will “deter- 
mine what caused the fire, 
learn a lesson and make sure 
such accident will not occur 
in the future." 

At least 10 CDD and 
Aimed Forces fire engines 
participated in bringing the 
fire under control in less than 
40 minutes. 

Lieut. Arabiat said that res- 
cue operations were hindered 
because of the chaos that 
erupted after the fire broke 
out and the mental and psy- 
chological condition of the 
hospital patients. 

According to the health 
minister, the injured amongst 
patients and nurses were all 
rushed to nearby hospitals 
suffering from suffocation 
and minor bums. 
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Fur key’s deputy premier to take 
power, hopes to heal religious rift 


ANKARA ( AP) — Deputy 
Premier Tansu Ciller says she 
intends to succeed Turkey’s 
pro-Islamic premier this 
month and call early elections 
in a bid to heal the crowing rift 
over religion’s role in society. 

It was unclear whether the 
swap would be approved by 
President Suleyman Demirei, 
who opposes Prime Minister 
Necmettin Erbakan’s policies 
increasing Islam’s profile in 
Turkish life. 

A power-sharing arrange- 
ment between Ms. Ciller and 
Mr. Erbakan called on her to 
step into the prime minister's 
seal next year. But both politi- 
cians have been struggling to 
keep supporters in line. 

The !1 -month-old coalition 
ot’ the pro-Islamic Welfare 
Parry and Ms. Ciller’s centre- 
right True Path Party has been 
so weakened bv defections 


that it has required support 
from right-wing parties for a 
parliamentary majority. 

At a joint news conference 
Sunday. Mr. Erbakan said he 
would hand over power to Ms. 
Ciller in the second half of 
June. Their parties still were 
h aggling over when to hold 
new elections. The next sched- 
uled vote would be in 2000. 

News reports said Mr. 
Erbakan wants elections in 
October. He, apparently, is 
eager to hold them before the 
supreme court decides at the 
end of the year whether Wel- 
fare should be shut down 
because of its pro-Islamic poli- 
cies. 

Ms. Ciller, a pro-Western 
former prime minister who 
has been haunted by corrup- 
tion allegations, apparently 
wants to wait, possibly until 
March 1998. 


Mr. Erbakan leads the first 
Islamic-Ieaning government in 
modem Turkey and his moves 
to increase religion's influence 
have disturbed the military, 
which sees itself as the 
guardian of constitutionally 
protected secular traditions. 

Ms. Ciller claimed the polit- 
ical opposition was trying to 
"polarise the country between 
secularists and anti-secular- 
ists." 

’The healthiest way ... is to 
go to the people under these 
rircumstances she said. 

Mr. Erbakan added: "Our 
parties will come out of this 
election even stronger:” 

Before President Demirei 
could designate Ms. Ciller 
prime minister, Mr. Erbakan 
would have to resign. The pro- 
cedure might not go smoothly: 
Newspapers have speculated 
Mr. Demirei does not want the 


Welfare-True Path coalition to 
continue in power. 

Mr. Demirei said in a state- 
ment Sunday that the constitu- 
tion did not define a power- 
swap procedure as planned 
between Ms. Ciller and Me 
E rbakan. He said he would 
follow the constitutional tradi- 
tions when die time came to 
designate a prime minister, but 
did not elaborate. 

If Mr. Erbakan resigns, Mr. 
Demirei could appoint the 
main opposition leader. Mesut 
Yilmaz. as premier. 

Since Mr. Erbakan took 
power last year, the govern- 
ment has rearranged working 
hours to fit fasting times dur- 
ing the Muslim Holy Month of 
Ramadan, proposed thar 
female civil servants be 
allowed to wear Islamic head 
covers, and called for a 
mosque to be built in Istan- 


bul’s main square. 

The military-dominated 
national security council, how- 
ever, has ordered Me Erbakan 
to dose religious-oriented sec- 
ondary schools, restrict radical 
Islamic publications and 
broadcasts, and ban Islamic- 
style clothing. 

The council held yet another 
session with Me Erbakan Sat- 
urday, and remained dissatis- 
fied. “We have been saying the 
same things for months but not 
seeing any results. We are 
grearly distressed” the gener- 
als told Mr. Erbakan Saturday. 

according to the Hurriyet daily 
newspaper 

Me Erbakan's foreign policy 
has worried Turkey’s Western 
allies. His first trips abroad as 
premier were to Iran and 
Libya. His government, how- 
ever, has presided over closer 
ties with Israel. 


A New Room 
for an Extravagant 

Friday Brunch... 


More 
S. Leone 


evacuees 



to return to 
Lebanon 


Security Council 
may vote on Iraq 
oil deal today 


Starting May 2nd, you can indulge in an 
international brunch buffet at the new Al- 
Riwaq Ballroom while enjoying a variety 
of Latin music featuring a live 
performance by the Paraguayan Duo. 
The wide selection of tasty dishes 
includes a variety of Continental and 
International appetizers f juices , entrees 
and desserts. 


So join us every Friday between 11 AM -3 PM 

Price: JD 12++ 

1/2 price for children 




}. Jimenez Rios and Manuel Samaniego Rios 


For more information, please contact 
Miss Vara at 641361, ext. 2239. 


HOTEL 

INTER-CONTINENTAL 

JORDAN 


BEIRUT tR) — A Middle 
East Airlines airliner left 
Beirut for Guinea Monday to 
bring back some 500 Lebanese 
refugees who escaped foe 
coup in Siena Leone, an air- 
port official said. 

“The Jumbo will fly to 
Conakry to bring back about 
500 Lebanese who have taken 
refuge at foe Lebanese 
embassy or in hotels there. It is 
due to return by Wednesday 
night,” he said. 

It is the third plane of 
Lebanon's national airline to 
arrive carrying Lebanese evac- 
uees in a week. 

Some 180 Lebanese evae-; 
trees arrived earlier Monday... 
most of them women and chil- 
dren. “Those are not soldiers, 
those are barbarians," 
Kalfooum Murad, 42, said of 
the soldiers of coup leader 
Major Johnny Paul Koromah. 

Last Thursday, 242 
Lebanese arrived on board an 
MEA plane with the bodies of 
two compatriots killed during 
foe coup. Businessman Fuad 
Ra'ad, said Monday he had 
lost everything by leaving 
Sierra Leone. 

T am a businessman, I have 
lived in Siena Leone for 32 
years. All my property was 
stolen but I succeeded in 
bringing my wife and four 
children alive,” he said. 

According to the Lebanese 
Foreign Ministry there are 
2,000 Lebanese living in Sier- 
ra Leone but Minister of 
Immigrants Talal Arslan said 
Friday the total was 9,000, 
mostly businessmen. Many 
took shelter at foe Lebanese 
embassy in Freetown, but a 
woman who arrived in Beirut 
last week said the status of 
about 500 Lebanese living out- 
side the capital was unknown. 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
With UJN. officials having 
approved a renewal of foe 
Iraqi oil-for-fbod deal, foe 
Security Council is expected 
to adopt a resolution as early 
as Wednesday to extend foe 
plan for another six months. 

American officials said 
they were working on a 
straightforward resolution, 
without complications, on 
rolling over the plan that has 
sparked controversy since its 
inception. 

The current deal, which 
expires on June 7, calls for $2 
billion worth of oil sales over 
six months so Baghdad can 
buy food and medicine for its 
people, suffering from sanc- 
: tionsimposecHnAujpjst J99Q; 
! when Iraqi troops invaded. 
Kuwait . 

While Washington has not 
officially announced its sup- 
port to extend the plan, US. 
officials said the decision to 
do so was made last week. 

About two-thirds of the oil 
revenues are fir humanitarian 
supplies, with the remainder 
earmarked for compensation 
of Gulf war victims and foe 
costs of destroying Iraq’s 
weapons of mass destruction. 

Iraq has complained fre- 
quently that foe United States 
had slowed down the coun- 
cil’s procedures and had 
thereby delayed goods from 
reaching foe country within a 
reasonable period of time. 

Of 574 contracts under con- 
sideration by the council’s 
sanctions committee, 331 
were approved, 191 were 
placed on hold, 14 were 
blocked, 24 were cancelled 
and 38 are pending. 

U.S. officials say they were 
responsible for most of the 
holds put on contracts but 
insist their motives were not 
political. 

“We put a large number of 


contracts on hold because 
Iraq had foiled to endorse foe 
contracts, a simple require- 
ment which Iraq has insisted 
upon, or because they were 
for items not included in the 
distribution plan," U.S. 
Ambassador Bill Richardson 
said recently. 

The officials also say they 
have held up all items outside 
of food and medicine because 
foe United Nations did not 
have the monitors in Iraq to 
oversee such items as genera- 
tors and other equipment 

Secretary General Kofi 
Annan has recommended a 
rollover of the deal in a report 
o utlinin g the complicated set- 
up of foe United N&tions. in 
distributing supplies in the 
Kratiish " north and spot 
checking their allocation in 
the rest of Iraq. 

Tn light of foe experience 
gained in foe implementation 
of foe programme in foe past 
six months and bearing in 
mind foe continuing humani- 
tarian crisis in Iraq, I recom- 
mend the renewal of foe pro- 
gramme for a further period 
of six months,” Mr. Annan 
said in a repot prepared for 
foe council. 

In the Kurdish areas of the 
north, the report said that 193 
per cent of children under 
five were malnourished, of 
which 26 per cent w ere 
chronically malnourished and 
four per cent were acutely 
malnourished. 

While Me Annan did not 
recommend an increase in foe 
oil sales, he said the current 
food supply was for a "basic 
survival level" of Z030 calo- 
ries a day compared to a 
desirable minimum of 2300 
calories per person. 

But some of the foodstuffs 
lacked vitamins, particularly 
iron needed by pregnant 
woman. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 
15:35 French Programmes 


lb:Uti 

16:30 

Neighbours 

Spelt Binder 

16:50 

Doc. — Forests of 

the World 

17:30 


18:00 

French Programmes 

I9:(K)„ 

News in French 

19:30 


19:35 

Comedv — Grace 

Under Fire 

20:00 

Soldier'?, Diarv 

20:30 


21:10 

Drama — Spencer for 

Hire 


22:00 . 

News in English 

22:30 . 


23:15 . 

American Gothic 

PRAYER TIMES 

03:52. 


05:25. 


12:34 . 


16:14.. 


19:42.. 


21:16.. 



Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Chnrdb Tel. 
661757. 

Terra Sancta Church Td. 622366 
Anglican Church TeL 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church Tel 771751. 
Amman International 

Church Tel. S27126 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church Tel. 824328. 
German-speaking Evangeli- 
cal Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nrarene TeL 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 81 1295 

English-sp eaking Latin 

Catholics Parish Tel. 614190. 


Amman 14/31 

Aqaba 21/36 

Deserts. 13/34 

Jordan Valley 19/35 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 30, Aqaba 34 Humid- 
ity readings: Ammon 26 per 
cent, Aqaba 3 1 per cent. 
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Palestinians on Tbesday put np flags on a tent at the confiscated land at Morag 
Jewish settlement near Rafah in Gaza Strip. The Palestinians are protesting against 
Israeli confiscation of farmers land at Rafah in Gaza Strip (Reuters photo) 


Netanyahu pays televised homage to Peres 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu has 
paid a warm tribute to his 
erstwhile political rival Shi- 
mon Peres who was set to 
be replaced Tuesday as 
leader of Israel’s Labour 
Party. 

“I know that you have 
been through difficult days 
lately, when it seems that 
you have no friends or that 
all your friends have left 
you, but the man talking to 
you now is a man who 
recognises your contribu- 
tion to this country and who 
hopes that you will contin- 
ue to contribute.” Mr. 
Netanyahu said during a 
television interview of 


Peres late Monday. 

Mr. Netanyahu, a right- 
wing nationalist and fierce 
opponent of the Palestinian 
self-rule agreements largely 
drawn up by Mr. Petes, said 
it was no secret that the two 
men “have had our differ- 
ences, and I will not paper 
them over." 

“But we must be open to 
appreciate the positive in 
people. The greatest danger 
facing us now, as in our 
past is gratuitous hate.” he 
said. 

Mr. Peres. 73. was visibly 
touched by Mr. 
Netanyahu’s surprise inter- 
vention during the inter- 
view. 

"We live in and serve the 


same state and I appreciate 
your gesture tonight," he 
said. 

Mr. Netanyahu narrowly 
defeated Mr. Peres a year 
ago in Israel’s first direct 
election of prime minister. 

Labour Party militants 
were voting Tuesday for a 
new chairman to replace 
Mr. Peres with Ehud Barak, 
a former army chief who 
leadS' 'the party’s hawkish 
right-wing, expected to eas- 
ily win the election. 

Mr. Peres has said he will 
remain politically active 
both in the Labour Party 
and beyond, possibly seek- 
ing the presidency of foe 
Socialist International 
Organisation. 


Britain refuses visas for Iraqi officials 


LONDON (AFP) — Britain 
Tuesday refused visas to five 
senior Iraqi officials who want- 
ed to travel to London to dis- 
cuss foe UN.’s oil-for-food 
deal with oil companies, a for- 
eign office spokesman said. 

‘There is a general policy of 
refusing visas to Iraqi offi- 
cials," be said, adding they had 
been requested for a one or 
two-week period in foe British 
embassy in Amman. 

He said four of the officials 
were from the Iraqi oil ministry 
and the fifth worked for the 
state oil company. 


A leading Iraqi opposition 
group said the Iraqis were 
believed to want to travel to 
Britain to grant concessions to 
a British oil company to devel- 
op foe Nassiriya oil field in 
southern Iraq. 

The Iraqi National Congress 
(INO said in a statement 
issued in London that foe dele- 
gation would be led by one of 
the top oQ industry officials. It 
added that foe group included 
officials from the Military 
Industrialisation Organisation 
(MIO). 

Ahmad Chalabi, president of 


the executive council of foe 
INC said in the statement he 
was “extremely concerned” at 
the possibility that the visas 
would be granted. 

He said if they were, it would 
be foe first time since the 1991 
Gulf war that a high-level Iraqi 
delegation had been allowed to 
come to Britain. The U.N.’s 
food-for-oil arrangement pro- 
vides for Iraq, which is under a 
strict sanctions regime, to 
export up to S2 billion worth of 
oil every six months to raise 
money for badly needed food 
and medicine. 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 


WEATHER 


CHURCHES 


St. Mary of Nazareth 
Church Sweifieh. Tel. S 1 0740 
Assemblies of God Church 
Tel. 632785. 

St Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 


Bulletin supplied by the 
Department of Meteorology 
Moderate weather conditions 
will prevail with winds north- 
westerly moderate to active. In 
Aqaba, winds will be norther- 
ly active and seas calm. 


Dr. Khalil Thsluq 757253 

Dr. Baiyat Bader 832642 

Dr. Nasser Ibrahim 830432 

Dr. Wafiq Qaddumi 
..893542 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy ...890280 

AlAsema pharmacy 637055 

A1 Sal am pharmacy ..636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Zakaria Malkawi — 218615 

AI Quds pharmacy .... ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Walid Nabhas 995743 

Khalifeh pharmacy ...985417 


EMERGENCIES 


Food Control Centre .63711 1 
Civil Defence Department 
661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 
Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 
Rescue Police 192, 621111. 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

TVaffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 
630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints. 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs .623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
815615 

Electric Power Company 
636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 


Queen Alia InlL Airport 08- 
53200 


HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 
813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity. 644281/6 
Akileh Maternity, 642441/2 
Jab a! Amman Maternity 
642362 

Malhas, J. Amman ....636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 607071 
Shmeisani Hospital 669131 
University Hospital 845S45 
AJ-Muasher Hospital667227/9 
The Islamic, AbdaB 66612667 
Al-Ahli, Abdali .......664 164/6 

Italian, AJ-Muhajreen777 101/3 

AJ-Bashir, 775111/26 

Army, Marka. 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 
602240/50 

Amal Hospital. 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery ..865199 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 
(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospitai(09)986732 
Al Hikma Modern Hospital 
(09)990990 
IRBID: 


Princess Basma Hospital 
(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 
(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

(02) 247100 
AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03) 314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALU 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


18:05 Istanbul tRJ) 

19:05 Rome (RJ) 

19:10 ..Frankfurt, Vienna (RJ) 

19:10 London, Berlin tRJ) 

19:25 Paris, Geneva i’RJ 1 

20 :35 .Madrid. Paris (RJ) 

00:15 .Beirut (RJ) 

01:05 Cairo (RJ) 

04:25 Singapore, Kuala 
Lumpur (RJ) 


Other Flights 


1 Rome (RJ) 

-Berlin. London (RJ) 

Casablanca (RJ) 

Istanbul (RJ) 

Colombo (RJ) 

-Beirut (RJ) 

New Delhi (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

....Riyadh. Dhahran (RJ) 
Calcutta. Bangkok (RJ) 

Bombay (RJ) 

Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 

Sanaa (RJ) 


This information is supplied 
by Royal Jordanian (RJ) infor- 
mation department ar the 
Queen Alia International Air- 
port Tel. (08)53200 where it 
should always be verified. 
Information on other flights 
are supplied on phone 08 
(52700) or 08(53250). 


ARRIVALS 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

08 ; 95 Damascus (RJ) 

09:25 Dubai. Abu Dhabi iRJ) 

09:30 Jeddah (RJ) 

10:15 Lamaca (RJ) 

15:55 New York, Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

17:40 Toronto, Montreal (RJ; 


09:15 Karachi. Abu Dhabi (PK) 

Cairo (MS) 

U:00 ...Sanaa. Hudaidah ( IY) 

12:00 Jeddah (SV) 

13:00 Al’Arish(PF) 

13:10 Doha. Abu Dhabi (GF) 

13:50 -Tel Aviv (LYi 

1 f :3 ° -Tunis (TUj 

13:03 Vienna (OS) 

16:20 Algiers (AK) 

17:00 Doha(Q7) 

19 JO... Istanbul. Damascus (PK) 

21:10 Beirut (ME) 

21:10 ...Paris, Damascus (AF) 

23:20 - Jstanbul (TK) 

23:25 Amsterdam (XL) 

-Athens tOA) 

05:15 Ankara (TK) 


DEPARTURES 


07:00 Lamaca (Rjj 

09:00 Amsterdam. New York 


Other Flights 

0< * :=, ° Lamaca (CY) 

°8:45 Beirut (ME) 

09:33 London (BA) 

10:00 Damascus. Istanbul (PK) 

11:20 Cairo (MS)) 

12:00... Hudaidah, Sanaa (TY) 

13:30 Jeddah (SV) 

14:00 Al ‘Arish (PF) 

14:00 ..Bahrain, Muscat (GF) 

15:10 Tel Aviv (LY) 

15;30 Tunis (TU) 

15:50 Vienna (OS) 

17:20 Shariqah (AH) 

17:50 -Doha (Q7) 

20:15 Abu Dhabi, Karachi (PK) 
23:55 .. Damascus. Paris (AF) 
00:25 Damascus. Amsterdam (KL) 

00:25 Ankara (TK) 

04:00 Athens (OA) 

06:15 -Istanbul (TK) 
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Government considers introducing road tolls 


HRH Crown Prince Hassan Tuesday meets with Omar Abdul Rahman, adviser to 
Malaysian Prime Minister Mahatir Mohammad and president of the Malaysian 
Academy of Sciences and his accompanying delegation at the Roval Court (Petra 
photo) 

Crown Prince stresses value of 
cooperation with Malaysia 


AMMAN (Petra) — HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan Tues- 
day underlined the value of 
cooperation in scientific 
and technological fields 
between east and west 
Asian countries saying that 
such cooperation could 
open an important door for 
Jordan. 

Speaking at a meeting 
with Omar Abdul Rahman, 
adviser to Malaysian Prime 
Minister Mahatir Moham- 
mad and president of the 
Malaysian Academy of Sci- 
ences and his accompany- 
ing delegation. Prince Has- 
san emphasised the need 
for Jordanian and 
Malaysian institutions to 
initiate cooperation. The 
Crown Prince cited the suc- 
cess of Malaysian universi- 


ty experiments in technolo- 
gy as factors which would 
help the development 
process. 

He also underlined the 
importance of quality, pro- 
ductivity' and transparency 
in inter-regional invest- 
ment. Here he referred to 
Jordanian Scientific Week 
which will be held this 
summer and spoke of the 
prospect of Malaysian insti- 
tutions taking pair. 

The Crown Prince noted 
that Jordan has been coop- 
erating with Japan in indus- 
trial policies and with 
Canada in administrative 
reform programmes with a 
view to benefiting from 
both. 

Dr. Abul Rahman con- 
veyed to the Crown Prince 


a message from Prime Min- 
ister Mahatir in which he 
extended an invitation to 
Prince Hassan to visit 
Malaysia. The visiting offi- 
cial said Jordan's achieve- 
ments so far in the fields of 
science and technology 
have been pioneering steps. 

He also reviewed 
Malaysia's development 
plans towards the year 
2020, expressing hope that 
these plans would advance 
bis country at the industrial 
and scientific levels. 

The meeting was attended 
by Minister of Industry and 
Trade and Supply Hani 
Mulki and Acting President 
of the Royal Scientific 
Society Said Alloush. 


Prosecutor asks for Masri conviction 
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ByJ^ana Hussein^. ^ 

Jordan Times Staff Repor^. 

AMMAN — The criminal 
prosecutor in the case of 
Mazed Masri, a father 
accused of killing his two 
children last September in 
Amman, Tuesday called for 
his conviction on all 
charges. 

Mr. Masri, 34. is formally 
charged with two counts of 
premeditated murder and 
three counts of attempted 
murder by the prosecution. 

The defendant had con- 
fessed on Sept. 25, 1996 to 
poisoning his two children 
Hanin, eight, and Hani, six, 
with cyanide before leaving 
for work on the morning of 
Sept. II. 

“All the evidence points 
to the fact that Mr. Masri 
lolled his children because 


of problems with his wife, 
and because, as he con- 
fessed, his children were 
more attached to their 
mother than to him," Prose- 
cutor Ali Abu Hjeleh said in 
his closing aigumenL 

Mr. Abu Hjeleh added 
that Mr. Masri confessed 
willingly in front of the 
attorney general, the 
Shmeisani police director, 
the criminal prosecutor and 
his own wife. 

“Mr. Masri stated on 
Sept. 25 that he confessed 
willingly in order to rid 
himself of the guilt of 
killing his two children," 
Mr. Abu Hjeleh said. 

The defendant also con- 
fessed to a previous murder 
attempt in which he tried to 
kill his wife and two chil- 
dren on August 10 of the 
same year by opening a gas 


cylinder while the "three 
slept in the couple’s bed- 
room. 

But in January of tills 
year, Mr. Masri retracted 
his previous statements to 
authorities, and stated that 
he fabricated the confes- 
sions to stop the psycholog- 
ical pressure he said he was 
facing from his investiga- 
tors. 

At the end of Tuesday’s 
court session defence Attor- 
ney Ahmad Najdawi asked 
the court for time to prepare 
his closing argument. 

The court, presided over 
by Judge Abdul Riihman 
Tawfiq and Judges Mifleh 
Mubeidin and Ismael 
Hmouz, postponed the case 
until June 22, to hear the 
defence's closing aigu- 
menL 


? Bohemia Saxophone Quartet 
to mix and match 


By Jean-Claude Elias 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Embassy 
of the Czech Republic in 
Amman has invited four 
exceptional saxophonists to 
perform in the capital this 
week. 

The Bohemia Saxophone 
Quartet first performed on 
Tuesday at the Bisharat 
Golf Course. The group 
will play again tonight in 
the gardens of Darat A1 
Funum in Jabal Weibdeh. 

The quartet will play 
works by Leonard Bern- 
O stein, Edouard Grief, G.F. 

' Haendel, Antonio Vivaldi, 
George Gershwin and other 
composers. Following the 
current trend, the ensemble 
will mix modem classical 
music with more traditional 
“classical" numbers. 

Indeed, one of the pieces 
they are to play, the “Petitit 
Quartet” was written by 
Jean Francaix a contempo- 
rary composer bora in 
1912, another by Libor 
Drevikovsky, bom in 1969, 
and still they will gladly 
perform music by Vivaldi. 

The Bohemian Saxo- 
phone Quartet is the combi- 
nation of four fine, virtuoso 
saxophonists, Pavel Fiedler 
. on soprano, Roman 
f Fojticek on alto. Pavel 



Bohemia Saxophone Quartet 

Skma on tenor and Jiri £ 

Hanzlik on barton saxo- i 

phone-. t 

An instrument that is not i 
often played in Jordan, for l 
the wide public the saxo- c 
phone remains the sign, the 
unmistakable signature of 
jazz music. L 

Groups like Bohemia £ 

Saxophone Quartet not s 

only do justice to the instru- c 

ment by playing modem i 

classical music especially 1 

written for it, but also intro- 


duce innovation and fresh- 
ness to the traditional reper- 
toire by bringing new 
arrangements to older 
baroque and romantic 
compositions. 

The quartet was estab- 
lished in Prague in 1990 
and has- since performed in 
several countries. The con- 
certs in Amman are organ- 
ised in cooperation with 
Freddy for Music. 


AMMAN (Terra) — Minis- 
ter of Public Works Nasser 
Lawzi Tuesday said that the 
government is studying the 
prospect of introducing var- 
ious types of road rolls in 
order to pay for road main- 
tenance works. 

According to Mr. Lawzi, 
Jordan has invested nearly 
S3 billion in its 7,041 kilo- 
metre road network over 
the last 30 years, and that as 
regular maintenance is a 
must, road management 
strategy should shift from 
strictcly building of roads 
io plans for the improve- 
ment of the existing net- 
work. 

Thus, he said, the govern- 
ment is considering creat- 
ing a special fund to finance 
road maintenance work. 

Addressing the opening 
of a two-day workshop on 
the management of a road 
maintenance fund at the 
Inter.Continental Hotel, Mr. 
Lawzi emphasised that 
such maintenance is needed 
to protect the considerable 
investments made in the 
country’s roads. 

“The majority of coun- 
tries in the Middle East 


depend heavily on the land 
transport of goods and pas- 
sengers,” the minister 
added. 

Minister of Finance 
Suleiman Hafez said that a 
proposed road maintenance 
fund is meant to alleviate 
the burden on the state’s 
treasury and therefore must 
be independent and man- 
aged by a special board 
comprising the private sec- 
tor and the business com- 
munity. 

Delegates from Palestine, 
Lebanon, Yemen, New 
Zealand, Lithuania, South 
Africa, the World Bank and 
several ministries and trade 
unions are taking part in the 
meeting. 

The attendees will discuss 
financial difficulties facing 
ministries of public works 
in road maintenance 
demands and prospects for 
the introduction of road 
tolls. 

A World Bank delegate 
told Jordan Television that 
“the World Bank is assist- 
ing the government of Jor- 
dan in undertaking what is 
called the third transport 
projecL This project is 
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Minister of Public Works Nasser Lawzi Tuesday addresses a workshop on manage- 
ment of road maintenance funds (Petra photo I 


financing a number of 
roads in Jordan plus six or 
seven road rehabilitation 
projects, and we arc financ- 
ing the Ras AI Naqab to 


Wadi Yu turn section of the 
Amman- Aqaba Highway." 

During the first session, 
delegates discussed 

prospects for collecting 


tees for road use, transit 
fees, and fines for e\lva 
axial weight, in add it ton to 
aid for the fund from the 
World Bank. 


Bahraini firm to supply 
Jordan with JD 3.5m in 
overhead power cables 


Jordan’s $300m spent on refugees 
is a national expense — Majali 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan 
and Bahrain Tuesday 
signed a JD 3.5 million 
contract for the supply of 
overhead cables for a 400- 
kilovolt power linka ge 
between Jordan and Syria. 

According to the contract 
the cables will be supplied 
by the Mi dal Company in 
Bahrain. The cables will be 
installed inside Jordanian 
territory for the Kingdom's 
portion of the power link- 
age scheme with Syria. 

The Director of the 
National Electric Power 
Company (NEPC) Moham- 
mad Saeed ArafehT who ‘ 
signed the contract for Jor- 
dan, told Jordan Television 
that the Jordan-Syria power 
linkage is part of the larger 
electric power project 
involving Egypt, Jordan, 
Syria, Iraq and Turkey. 

He said that the first pan 
of the linkage, between Jor- 
dan and Egypt, is expected 
to be completed before the 
end of this year. The second 
phase, he said, between 
Jordan and Syria, will be 


completed before the end 
of 1998. 

The cost of the linkage 
between Jordan and Syria 
is JD 22 million within the 
Jordanian territory alone. 

NEPC Assistant Director 
General Hani Al Rai said 
the two-part linkage with 
Syria entails inst allin g 
cables along 40 kilometres 
from a transformer station 
south of Amman to Shafa 
Badran north of the capital, 
and 60 kilometres extend- 
ing from Shafa Badran to 
the Syrian-Jotdanian bor-' 
defs. : 

Mr. Al Rai said the Arab 
Fund for Economic and 
Social Development based 
in Kuwait is funding the 
Arab part of the project. 

Hamed Zaiani, the gener- 
al manager of the Mi dal 
Company, which specialis- 
es in high voltage cables, 
signed the agreement at the 
ceremony attended by visit- 
ing Bahraini Minister of 
Trade Ali Saleh Al Saleh. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali Tuesday explained 
that the $300 million Jor- 
dan provides annually from 
its budget to ensure ser- 
vices to the Palestinian 
refugee camps in the King- 
dom are not part of the 
United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA) 
funds. 

Addressing a regular 
Cabinet meeting. Dr. Majali 
said that some reports in the 
local news had erroneously 
linked the government bud- 
get figure with funds from 
UNRWA. 

His statement came one 
.day after ■HRH' : Crown 
■ Prince Hassan- '^statement- 
told a gathering at the • 
UNRWA Wadi Seer Train- 
ing Centre that the King- 
dom is in fact the largest 
contributor countiy to the 
Palestinian refugees in that 
S300 million of its annual 
budget is allocated to pro- 
viding various services to 
the residents of the refugee 
camps. Prince Hassan 
added that the amount spent 
by Jordan nearly matches 
UNRWA's S3 60 million 


annual budget. 

At Tuesday cabinet meet- 
ing. ministers discussed 
preparations for the Jordan- 
ian higher committee meet- 
ings with Tunisia, Egypt, 
Yemen. Libya. Algeria and 
Qatar. They formed a com- 
mittee to arrange for these 
meetings comprising repre- 
sentatives from the min- 
istries of Planning, and 
Industry and Trade and 
other concerned depart- 
ments. 

Minister of Municipal 
and Rural Affairs and the 
Environment Tawfiq Kreis- 
han reported on his recent 
visit to Tunisia to attend the 
iAmb pipes .Organisation 
and meet with Tunisian 
officials. Mr. Kreishan 
signed a memorandum of 
understanding on regulat- 
ing the exchange of exper- 
tise in municipal and rural 
affairs and invited his 
Tunisian counterpan to 
visit Jordan. 

Minister of Social Devel- 
opment Mohammad Kheir 
Maraser reported on his 
inspection tour of various 
govemorates to examine 
services offered to the 


undurpr i v i W go d by the 
National Aid Fund. 

Minister of Public Works 
and Housing Nasser Lawzi 
and Minister of Finance 
Suleiman Hale/ spoke 
about their participation in 
a workshop starting later 
Tuesday aimed ui creating a 
fund for the maintenance of 
roads which is to be created 
in cooperation with the 
World Bank. 

The cabinet also formed a 
delegation, led by Minister 
of State for Information 
Affairs Samir Mutuwi. to 
take pan in the meetings of 
Arab ministers of informa- 
tion in Cairo. May 28 and 
29. ■ 

The Cabinet approved a 
series of agreements con- 
cluded with Algeria on 
trade and land and maritime 
transport and ratified an 
executive programme on 
education between Jordan 
and Algeria for the years 
1997. through 1999. 

The nunisters also 
appointed Khaled Taveb as 
director J generul of the Jor- 
dan Cooperative Organisa- 
tion. 


Experts show how tree rings can be studied to detect future droughts 


By Tanya Habjonqa 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Experts 
from the University of 
Arizona (UA) in the U.S. 
introduced the science of 
dendrochronology as a 
tool in detecting future 
droughts and achieving a 
sustainable environmen- 
tal plan. 

Professors from the 
UA Laboratory of Tree 
Ring Research (LTRR) 
led 12 Jordanians in a 
two-week training 
course which provided 
them with an opportunity 
to conduct field work 
and develop uses for the 
technique in the King- 
dom. 

Dendrochronology is 
the study of the annual 
rings of trees to deter- 
mine the date of the tree 
and its history, thereby 
allowing a researcher to 
detect changes in a tree’s 
environment 
Researchers can use 
this information to 
reconstruct the variations 
of precipitation, temper- 
ature, soil moisture, river 
flow, and the frequency 
of extreme droughts over 
several centuries. 

“Water resources in the 
Middle East are shrink- 
ing while the population 
explodes,* 4 LTRR 

researcher Ramzi 
Touchan said. 

Dr. Touchan said that 
Jordan’s demand for 
water in the year 2030 
will increase six-fold of 
that of 1985. 

He said that if a 
drought occuned. it 
would have severe 
effects on agriculture, 
inhabitants, animals, and 


forage production. 

According to LTRR lit- 
erature, a persistent 
drought in the Middle 
East would force 
nomadic people and their 
animals to migrate, look- 
ing for water resources 
and grazing areas around 
Syria, Iraq, Jordan, and 
Saudi Arabia. 

Such human movement 
causes those areas with 
limited forage produc- 
tion to be overgrazed and 
results in soil deteriora- 
tion. 

With those factors in 
mind, dendrochronology 
researchers can deter- 
mine past weather pat- 
terns and the frequency 
of droughts and wet peri- 
ods, which in turn can be 
used to anticipate the 
probability of those 
events occurring in the 
future. 

Conducted at the Jor- 
dan Badia Research and 
Development Pro- 
gramme (JBRDP) facili- 
ties, the training course 
included participants 
from the Ministry of 
Agriculture, the Royal 
Society for the Conser- 
vation of Nature 
(RSCN). the Ministry of 
Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environ- 
ment, and an archaeolo- 
gy student from 

Yarmouk University, Dr. 
Touchan said. 

LTRR Director Mal- 
colm Hughes stated that 
students were quickly 
grasping the technique, 
and were already 

researching methods in 
which dendrochronolgy 
could be useful to the 
country. 

“Jordanians can find 


uses for this technique 
th3t we could not dream 
about,” Prof. Hughes 
said. “They know the 
practical problems and 
can apply the methods to 
forestry management or 
archaeology.’* 

According to Prof. 
Hughes, other uses for 
dendrochronolgy can 
include tree ring dating 
for wooden archaeologi- 
cal sites or for eliminat- 
ing illegal tree cutting. 

“SuclT a method*" is 
already in use in Chile," 
he said. “A certain tree 
has been illegal to cut 
since 1974, and foresters 
can determine if that 
wood had been cut after 
that time.” 

A more practical use 
for the dendrochronolgy 
technique has been 
demonstrated in studying 
droughts in Morocco, 
Prof. Hughes said. 

LTRR professor 

Charles Stockton studied 
the six-year drought in 
Morocco, applying den- 
drochronology * tech- 
niques, he said. 

“How often will such 
droughts occur?” Prof. 
Hughes asked. “Will it 
happen several times a 
century or several times 
over a thousand years?” 

Prof. Stockton built a 
tree ring chan and deter- 
mined that six-year 
droughts had occurred 
on five or six occasions 
over the last 1000 years. 

“So with practical 
application, he asserted, 
that it could happen 
again, but that it was not 
on a massive scale,” 
Prof. Hughes explained. 

Dr. Touchan stressed 



Ramzi Touchan of the University' of Arizona La bo ni- 
ton' of Tree Ring Research studies annual tree rings at 
the Jordanian Badia Research and Development Pro- 
gramme (photo by Tanya Hr.bjouqa) 


that such research would 
allow researchers to cre- 
ate a concrete manage- 
ment plan on how to deal 
with the climate. 

“Researchers could 
determine methods to 
deal with future droughts 
through water conserva- 
tion or the planting of 
crops that do not require 
much water,” he said. 

When the Jordan Times 
asked if students would 
be able to apply the 
method on their own. Dr. 
Touchan said the method 
was low cost and could 
be applied in a few 


months to one year. 

Future plans include 
the further training of 
Jordanian students al the 
LTRR in Arizona [once 
funding is secured] and 
further" dendrochronolo- 
gy studies in the region. 
Prof. Hughes said. 

Dr. Touchan thanked 
JBRDP Head of Public 
Relations Sharifa Zein 
Nasser for providing 
accommodations and 
aiding the development 
of the course, and the 
Ministry of Agriculture 
for providing transporta- 
tion. 
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Afghan Taleban report capture of Golbahar 


PUL-l-KHUMRl, Afgha- 
nistan (R) — The purist 
Islamic Taleban militia said 
it had captured the town of 
Golbahar, north of Kabul, in 
a big offensive Tuesday. 

A senior Taleban official 
said the Taleban had seized 
Golbahar and part of the 
nearby town of Jabal Siraj 
from forces loyal to opposi- 
tion leader Ahmad Shah 
Masood. 

"This morning; the Tale- 
ban launched a very wide 
offensive on Golbahar. clea- 
ring the area. We have also 
captured the rear of Jabal 
Siraj and Mr. Masood’s 
forces are now surrounded 
there.” Taleban Information 
Minister Amir Khan Mu- 
taqij told reporters. 

There was no independent 
confirmation of the fall of 
Golbahar. The Pakistan- 
based Afghan Islamic Press 
agency said 

"Taleban jets had pounded 
the village earlier Tuesday. 

Mr. Masood. who is based 
in the Panjsher Valley, cap- 
tured Jabal Siraj Friday, 


cutting off a Taleban force 
now based in Pul-i-Khumri, 
north of the Hindu Kush 
Mountain range. 

Jabal Siraj, 70 kilometres 
north of Kabul, sits at the 
foot of the strategic Salang 
Pass, a key artery connect- 
ing the Afghan capital with 
the north of the country. 

Fighting erupted north of 
Kabul early Tuesday as the 
Taleban militia launched an 
offensive against opposition 
forces who have scored bat- 
tlefield successes in the past 
few days. 

Taleban infantry, under 
cover of tank fire, made 
some territorial gains, front- 
line commanders told AFP. 

“We started our attack at 
dawn and have reached 

Deball Bazaar and Jamala- 

gha.” said the Taleban. 

These two centres are 
north of the Kapisa provin- 
cial capital of Mahmud-i- 
Raqi, and south of the Par- 
wan province towns of Gul- 
bahar and Jabul Seraj held 
by opposition fighters loyal 
to Mr. Masood. 


“Our offensive is against 
Gulbahar, not Jabul Seraj.” 
the Taleban said. 

The reason the Taleban 
cannot attack Jabul Seraj 
directly is that a major 
bridge to its south has been 
blown up by Mr. Masood's 
fighters, and no vehicles can 
pass. 

The bridge is located north 
of the Parwan provincial 
capital of Charikar, which is 
now a major garrison town 
for the hundreds of Taleban 
reinforcements rushed to this 
frontline following the fall 
of Jabul Seraj to Mr. Masood 
last Friday. 

Gulbahar and Jabul Seraj 
are important targets for the 
Taleban. as the first controls 
access to Mr. Masood's 
native Panjshir Valley, while 
the second controls access to 
the strategic Salang tunnel 
which cuts through the 
Hindu Kush Mountains. 

North of the Salang tunnel 
in the Baghlan province’s de 
facto capital of Pul-i-Kbu- 
mri a 2,000 to 3,000-strong 
force of Taleban has been 


trapped for a week after all 
access roads were cut by 
opposition forces. 

This force, led by Minister 
of Culture and Information 
Mullah Amir Khan Muttaqi, 
was on its way to the north- 
ern Afghan capital Mazar-i- 
Sharif following its fall to 
the Taleban May 24, but 
their ethnic Uzbek foes- 
tuxned-allies again changed 
sides and turned on the 
Islamic militia. 

Also trapped in Pul-i- 
Khumri with the Taleban 
are Kabul-based foreign 
correspondents Alan John- 
son of the BBC and Tun 
Johnston of Reuters togeth- 
er with their Afghan drivers 
and interpreters, and a Ger- 
man journalist 

Meanwhile. Afghanistan’s 
anti-Taleban alliance that 
was nearly defeated in a re- 
versal of fortunes two 
weeks ago has been restruc- 
tured and renamed, an op- 
position spokesman said 
Tuesday. 

“Now we have created the 
United Islamic Front for 


At least 7 wounded in second Albania blast 


TIRANA <R> — Bomb 
attacks injured 27 people in 
the Albanian capital Tirana 
Monday, raising tension 
ahead of June 29 elections 
intended to restore stability 
in the chaotic Balkan na- 
tion. 

At least seven people 
were wounded, three criti- 
cally. at a bus stop, minutes 
before the 9 p.m. curfew. 

A few hours earlier, a 
bomb injured 20 people in 
the crowded cafe Freskia a 
few hundred metres away in 
Skanderbeg Square. The 
cafe was known as a ren- 
dezvous for Socialists, the 
main opposition to Presi- 
dent Sali Berisha. 

At the bus stop, one 
policeman said the bomb 
apparently went off acci- 
dentally when the person 
carrying it was boarding a 
bus. But another thought it 
was thrown from a passing 
car at the bosjstoprwhere 
about a dozen people were 
waiting. 

A doctor at the military 
hospital told Reuters that 
seven people were injured, 
three of them seriously, and 
the most severely wounded 


were undergoing surgery. 

Albania's leftists and 
rightists accused one anoth- 
er of using violence to upset 
elections. 

Meanwhile. A team of 
Organisation for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE) advisers reached 
the anarchic Albanian town 
of Vlore under heavy mili- 
tary escort Monday to help 
prepare the ground for elec- 
tions on June 29. 

Six taxis bearing OSCE 
stickers left the capital 
Tirana in the morning for 
the southern towns of Gjiro- 
kaster, Fier and Vlore to 
size up the situation before 
the crucial vote. 

At one point halfway 
down the potholed road, 
two Italian armoured per- 
sonnel carriers and a jeep 
escorting the OSCE cars 
lost contact but managed to 
join them later near Fier. 

. . Heinrich.Pichler,. an. Aus- 
trian elections expert, said 
they would start meeting 
local authorities and the 
parties Tuesday. 

“We came here to monitor 
the preparation of the elec- 
tions. the registration pro- 


cess, the election itself and 
the counting process,'’ Mr. 
Pichler told Reuters. 

“Our aim is to make sure 
these elections will be or- 
ganised in a very fair and 
proper manner so that these 
elections can be recognised 
internationally as being fair 
elections.” 

He added that be did not 
know yet the specific prob- 
lems they might encounter 
in Vlore. 

“What we do know is a lot 
of documents were des- 
troyed during the recent 
events. So a lot of work has 
to be done here. But that is 
basically the work of the 
Albanians ” he added. 

Vlore became the centre 
of protest against the De- 
mocratic Party government 
of President Sali Berisba 
after the collapse of pyra- 
mid investment schemes 
left many Albanians desti- 
tute. 

Protests turned violent 
after the headquarters of the 
secret police in town was 
attacked and a weapons 
depot was ransacked. Ar- 
mouries were broken into 
throughout the country. 


large swathes of which re- 
main outside the govern- 
ment's control. 

Some 150 people were 
killed in Vlore and nearby 
communes in riots. After- 
wards, the international com- 
munity pushed Albania to 
—name a multi-party interim 
government and hold early 
elections to stabilise the tur- 
bulent Balkan country. 

Holding elections in 
Vlore, a city of 80.000 to 
100,000 people and one that 
seems to be ruled by fear 
with only a few hours of 
social life, will be anything 
but ideal. 

The OSCE team spent 
most of the time after they 
arrived at the headquarters 
of Italian troops in the 
6 ,500- strong multinational 
force or travelling under 
escort in the town's almost 
deserted streets. 

Unlike other parts of 
Albania where-a 9 p jh.-to-5- 
a m curfew is imposed, res- - 
idents prefer to lock them- 
selves in earlier or stay 
nearby their bouses a few 
hours after midday because 
of gunmen who roam the 
streets. 


Jakarta denounces Russia considers 
U.S. comments on Georgia pullout 

Indonesian elections MOSCOW (Agencies) — Russia, accusing the Geoigi 


JAKARTA (AFP) — The 
Indonesian government 
Tuesday denounced a U.S. 
statement on the country's 
legislative elections as 
lacking understanding of 
the system here. 

“I regret that statement 
because it shows that there 
is no accurate appreciation 
of what has been devel- 
oped in Indonesia,” Fo- 
reign Minister Ali Alatas 
said according to the state- 
run Antara news agency. 

U.S. State Department 
spokesman John Dinger 
said in Washington Thurs- 
day “we believe Indonesia 
should now move towards 
a political system in which 
the voice of the people can 
be heard.” 

Alatas said the statement 
showed ignorance about 
the Indonesian democracy 
system. "I hope that at 
least there is a prepared- 
ness from other nations to 
try understand that the 
democracy being devel- 
oped by the Indonesian 
nation is different," he 
added. 

He said Washington, and 
other countries, should 
understand that the coun- 
try's particular brand of 
democracy — Pancasila 
democracy — named after 
the country’s stale ideolo- 
gy. was developing. 

” Pancasila, which literal- 
ly means “five tennets,” 
gathers five loosely 
defined principles — 
belief in God, huraanitari- 
anism, national unit}', the 
people’s sovereignty 
through deliberation and 
consensus and social jus- 
tice for all. 

Analysts have defined 
Pancasila democracy as 
one where there is no 
frontal opposition and 
where decision making is 
reached through consen- 


sus. 

Alatas also lashed out at 
die foreign press for their 
reporting on elections in 
Indonesia, saying they 
were prejudiced and had 
reported the polls from “a 
negative side only.” 

Indonesia’s 27-day elec- 
toral campaign that ended 
five days before polling 
day on May 29, was 
marked by sporadic mass 
rioting and violence that 
left over 260 people dead. 

While most of the deaths 
were linked to election- 
related traffic accidents, a 
riot in Banjarmasin, the 
capita] of South Kaliman- 
tan province, on the last 
day of campaigning May 
23 left 124 dead, most of 
whom were trapped in a 
commercial centre set on 
fire by rioters. 

Violence also followed 
vote counting in various 
towns in Java, including in 
Madura, an island off east 
Java, where the authorities 
will repeat voting Wed- 
nesday after ballot boxes 
were lost or burned during 
rioting there. 

The ruling Golkar party 
has scored a record high 
majority, winning more 
than 74 per cent of the 
vote counted. Some 90 per 
cent of the registered votes 
have been counted so far. 

Indonesians indirectly 
vote for their representa- 
tives in parliament by 
choosing a party rather 
than from a list of named j 
candidates. Only 425 seats 
are elected while another 
75 are alloted to the mili- 
tary who do not vote in 
elections. 


Georgia pullout 

MOSCOW (Agencies) — Russia, accusing the Georgian 
parliament of “political blackmail,” said Monday it was 
considering whether or not to keep its peacekeeping troops 
around Georgia's breakaway Abkhazia region beyond next 
month. 

The Georgian parliament is “forcing us to rethink the 
advisability of fee further presence of Russian peacekeep- 
ers in fee conflict zone and fee possibility of f ulfillin g their 
mandate." President Boris Yeltsin’s spokesman and foreign 
affairs adviser was quoted as saying by Interfax News 
Agency. 

The Georgian parliament passed a resolution last week 
seeking to end the Russian peacekeepers' mandate in 
Abkhazia if no progress was made in bringing peace to fee 
region by the end of their current mandate on Aug. 1 . 

Sergei Yastrzhembsky, Mr. Yeltsin’s spokesman, called 
feat “political blackmail.” 

Observers say the departure of fee peacekeepers could 
pave fee way for a renewal of fighting between the sepa- 
ratists and Georgian government forces. 

Russian troops act as peacekeepers in fee Gali region, 
controlling a zone separating Georgia from fee Black Sea 
province of Abkhazia. Abkhazia has run itself as a de facto 
independent state since driving Georgian forces out in 
1993. 

Nearly four years of peace talks have reached a dead end. 
The Abkhaz still want more independence than Georgia is 
ready to tolerate. 

The Tbilisi government is demanding that fee 2 . 5 QQ 
Russian peacekeepers patrolling fee buffer zone take on a 
more aggressive mandate, helping refugees from fee region 
resettle and expanding their zone of activity. 

Georgia said last week it was claiming a part of the Black 
Sea Fleet, further raising tensions wife Russia just as 
Moscow and Kiev reached an agreement on the long-dis- 
puted issue. 

Georgian President Eduard Shevardnadze said Soviet- 
built ships based in fee Georgian port of Pod had been spir- 
ited away in 1992 “without the agreement and without con- 
sultation wife the Georgian government” 

Russia insists feat Georgia received its full share of the 
assets of fee former Soviet Union. 

Meanwhile, A Russian peacekeeper died when his 
armoured personnel carrier was blown up in fee separatist 
Georgian region of Abkhazia, amid growing pressure on 
fee Russian troops to leave, officials said Tuesday. 

The car was destroyed by an explosive device in fee Gali 
district Monday, Interfax quoted fee Defence Ministry as , 
saying. A lieutenant died and a captain and a private were 
wounded and taken to hospital. 

Russian peacekeepers are stationed in Gali to keep apart 
Georgian troops and Abkhaz rebels. 

Abkhaz Security Service head Astamur Tarba accused 
Georgians of planting a remote-controlled explosive device 
in hopes of “undermining fee peacekeeping operation," 
Interfax said. 

Meanwhile, fee Defence Ministry said Tuesday feat it 
was already drafting plans to withdraw the peacekeepers, 
and also possibly a parachute regiment based in Abkhazia, 
in readiness for any decision in Moscow to pull oul 


Salvation of Afghanistan 
(UIFSA),” said General 
Homayoon Fauzi contacted 
by telephone in Mazar-i- 
Sharif. 

The front includes fee 
National Islamic Move- 
ment, Mr. Masood’s forces, 
fee Shiite Hezb-i-Wahdat, 
fee Hezb-i-Islami of former 
Premier Gulbuddin Hekma- 
iyar and a former Mujahe- 
deen faction headed by Pir 
Sayed Gailani, he said. 

The head of the new front 
has not yet been appointed, 
Gen. Fauzi said. 

UIFSA replaces fee previ- 
ous opposition coalition 
Council for Defence of Af- 
ghanistan under ousted war- 
lord Abdul Rashid Dostum 
who fled Afghanistan after 
his key Commander Abdul 
Malik revolted against him 
last month. 

Gen. Fauzi said the new 
alliance was willing to hold 
talks with the Taleban. 

“If the Taleban want, we 
are ready to talk with them, 
but only through our front,” 
he said. 

U.S. tells 
L. America 
it shares 
responsibility 
for drugs 

LIMA (AFP) — The 27th 
General Assembly of fee 
Organisation of American 
Stales (OAS) opened here 
Monday wife a U.S. admis- 
sion that it shares responsi- 
bility for fee international 
drug trade. 

Also among the opening 
statements was a call by 
Mexico to allow Cuba to 
join fee hemispheric organ- 
isation. 

“As President Clinton 
noted in Mexico City, the 
United States has far to go 
in reducing our demand for 
illegal narcotics,” said 
James McLarty, Me Clfyi- 
tori’s special fenvoy to Latin 
America. 

Mr. McLarty admitted 
feat the United States, with 
just five per cent of fee 
world's population, con- 
sumes half fee world's sup- 
ply of illegal drugs. 

“The primary objective 
of our national drug control 
strategy is therefore to 
reduce domestic demand, 
and fee bulk of U.S. coun- 
ter-narcotics resources are 
devoted to this purpose,” 
he said. 

Mr. McLarty spoke in fee 
wake of Latin American 
criticism of fee U.S. “certi- 
fication” policy to impose 
economic sanctions against 
countries that fail to coop- 
erate in the fight against 
narco- trafficking. 

Mexican Foreign Minis- 
ter Jose Angel Gurria de- 
nounced certification as 
“counter-productive,” say- 
ing it inhibits international 
cooperation. 

Maria E mma Mejia, Co- 
lombia’s foreign minister, 
said unilateral measures vio- , 
late the principles of cooper- 
ation in the OAS charter. 

“No one country can uni- 
laterally design and imple- 
ment coercive policies and 
hope to make serious head- 
way against this scourge,” 
said Dean Barrow, foreign 
minister of Belize. 

“Admittedly, it is a blunt 
instrument, and there is 
now an active debate in fee 
United States over whether 
the process can be im- 
proved,” Mr. McLarty said. 

In another call for hemi- 
spheric unity, Mexico's 
Gurria urged fee OAS to 
bring Cuba into the alliance 
because “dialogue and 
communication are better 
alternatives than isolation, 
embargos and sanctions.” 

Mr. Gunia also took a 
swipe at the U.S. Helms- 
Bunon law, saying it violates 
international principles. 

The law, which seeks to 
choke off investment in 
Communist-ruled Cuba 
sparked international out- 
cry for its extraterritorial 
measures. 

Under fee law, fee United 
States can deny travel visas 
to executives of non-U.S. 
firms that invest in Cuba, 
and U.S. citizens can file 
suit in U.S. courts against 
companies “traficking” in 
property confiscated from 
them after fee 1959 Cuban 
revolution. 
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Canadian Prime Minister Jean Chretien casts his ballot in Grand Mere, east of 
Montreal, in the general election. Mr. Chretien won his second term and kept the rul- 
ing Liberals in power (Reuter photo) 

Canada’s Liberal Party 
reelected with slim majority 


OTTAWA (R) — Liberal Prime Minister 
Jean Chretien’s government was reelected 
Monday wife a paper-thin majority in a fed- 
eral election feat accentuated Canada’s 
regional differences and conflict over 
Quebec's secessionist aspirations. 

Chretien’s Liberals won 155 of fee 301 
seats in parliament — almost 100 of them 
in Canada's industrial heartland of Ontario. 

The party's near sweep^of Ontario offset 
stinging losses in Atlantic Canada feat cost 
the liberals' many seats including fbose of . 
two cabinet mini sters. 

The Western Canada-based right-wing 
Reform Party, which advocates a tough line 
on Quebec, ousted fee separatist Bloc 
Quebecois as fee official opposition. 

“The reduced support for the government 
is a warning that the government must 
heed, 1 ’ declared Reform leader Preston 
Manning. 

“The warning is feat you cannot break 
your promises, and you can’t go through an 
election wife nothing to say on big issues 
like jobs and unity without paying a price. I 
trust feat fee government got feat message,” 
Mr. M anning said from his campaign head- 
quarters in Calgary, Alberta. 

The Liberals fell short of their 177 seats 
won in the 1993 federal election, but won 
their first back-to-back majorities in 44 
years. 

Reform won all its seats in its strongholds 
of Alberta and British Columbia, foilin g to 
make a breakthrough in fee central and 
eastern provinces. 

The Bloc Quebecois won 44 of Quebec’s 
75 seats despite stumbling early in the cam- 
paign. 

As with French President Jacques Chirac, 
Mr. Chretien gambled by calling early elec- 
tions, but unlike Mr. Chirac — whose right- 
wing alliance lost Sunday — Mr. Chretien 
held on to a slim majority. 

Mr. Chretien pledged, however, to govern 
for all Canadians. 

“We will approach our mandate wife a 
national spirit, a national outlook and a 
national vision,” he said as he declared vic- 
tory. 

T pledge to govern for fee whole country 
in fee interest of all Canadians, not just 
those who voted for my party, in fee inter- 
est of all regions of Canada, not just those 


who voted for the Liberals." 

Reform capitalised on western anger wife 
big government and with attempts to 
appease Quebec. Reform leader Manning 
was denounced by several rivals during fee 
five-week campaign as an anti-Quebec 
bigot and accused of even pushing fee 
country toward “civil war" — a charge he 
angrily denied. 

‘This. campaign, has demonstrated once 
again ‘tba'f fee reconciliation of Quebec’s 
. .aspirations wife those of the rest of Canada 
are impossible ” “Bloc Quebecois leader 
Gilles Duceppe said, proclaiming once 
again fee goal of Quebec sovereignty. 

The once powerful Conservative Party, 
reduced in 1993 from a majority to just two 
seats, won 20 seats in the new parliament, 
virtually all in Atlantic Canada and Quebec. 

Alexa McDonough — leader of fee leftist 
New Democratic Party (NDP), which dou- 
bled its seats — boasted that hers was fee 
only opposition party wife representatives 
from coast to coast 

The Liberals, whose proudest achieve- 
ment in their first term was slashing 
Canada's budget deficit, suffered a sharp 
rebuke in the Atlantic provinces, Canada’s 
poorest region, where Defence Minister 
Doug Young and Health Minister David 
Dingwall lost their seats. 

Mr. Young had introduced unemployment 
insurance reform and Mr. Dingwall was 
blamed for health care cuts. 

[‘Evidently, we cannot touch programmes 
without paying fee price,” said Mr. Young. 
‘Tonight we are being punished because 
people have the impression that we 
penalised them over fee last two or three 
years with the changes feat were made to 
employment insurance, but also to other 
programmes." 

Television networks projected that fee 
Liberals would win 155 seats, just four 
more than a majority. Reform rose to 60 
Mats from fee 52 it won last time, while fee 
Bloc shrank to 44 from fee 54 it won in 
1993. The NDP jumped to 21 seats from 
nine. 

The Liberals won about 38.5 per cent of 
fee popular vote, wife Reform and the 
Conservatives at about 19 per cent each. 

About 67 per cent of eligible voters cast 
their votes, down from 70 per cent in 1993. 


U.N.. Angolan army continues offensive 


LUANDA (R) — Angolan 
troops are pressing ahead 
with an offensive in fee dia- 
mond-rich northeast of fee 
country, driving thousands 
of civilians from areas held 
by the UNITA movement, a 
United Nations official said 
Monday. 

“At least 2.500 people 
have arrived in Nzaje in fee 
past week." fee official said, 
referring to a government- 
held city near the border of 
the former Zaire, now 
called Democratic Republic 
of Congo. 

“Over the weekend these 
people were saying fee figh- 
ting is still quite intense to 
fee south ” fee official, who 
asked not to be named, told 
Reuters Monday. 

Military and diplomatic 
sources say fee army offen- 
sive in Lunda Norte pro- 
vince is the biggest in 
Angola for two years. 


A yet-to-be -completed 
U.N. inquiry, seen by repor- 
ters in Luanda Monday, said 
those arriving in Nzaje 
spoke of heavy fighting bet- 

S A ? y and 

UNITA forces which had 
caused “many casualties." 

UNITA is a former rebel 
movement feat fought fee 
government for control of 
Angola after independence 

from Portugal in 1975 but is 

now ns uneasy partner in a 
government of national 
unity formed last month. 

The Angolan government 
says fee offensive is meant 
to secure the northern border 
with Congo but is not direct- 
e ^, a s ainst UNITA, which 
sou dominates fee area. 

Instead, fee government 
says, it wants to drive out 
ex-soldiers from Rwanda’s 
former Hutu regime and 
troops loyal to Mobutu Sese 
Seko. fallen leader of for- 


mer Zaire, which it says 
have infiltrated fee area. 

Mr. Mobutu once backed 
UNITA and fee army action, 
which is threatening a frag- 
ile peace process sponsored .# 
by the U.N. and backed by 
the United States, was 
launched after he was over- 
thrown last month. 

The U.N. report also said 
new land mines had been 
laid around Nzaje and that 
U.N. peacekeepers in the 
area have had their move- 
ments severely restricted by 
the Angolan army. 

The investigators further 
reported that a refugee camp 
in fee far northeastern comer 
of Angola had been overrun 
by government troops. 

. But fee report, quoting res- 
idents who live near the 
camp, said many of fee 
mostly Rwandan Hutu refu- 
gees nad escaped to the ; 
south along fee Cassai River, t 
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South Korean students check the condition of a riot policeman who was badly beaten by protesters Monday dur- 
ing Seoul's worst student violence in almost a year. Students confirm that this policeman was taken to a nearby 
hospital and died shortly after arriving (Reuter photo) 

Autopsy rules out student beating in S. Korea 


SEOUL IR) — An autopsy 
on a South Korean riot 
policeman killed during 
campus clashes Monday 
cast doubt on reports he was 
clubbed to death by stu- 
dents and supported student 
claims he was killed by a 
police vehicle. 

“It looks like he was hit 
by a car.” an official at the 
Supreme Public Prose- 
cutor’s Office said Tuesday 
after studying the autopsy- 
report. 

Earlier, a Ieftwing campus 
body that orchestrated the 
violence issued a statement 
saying the 21 -year-old offi- 
cer was one of four run over 
by an armoured tear gas 
launcher in fierce clashes 
outside a Seoul University. 

■pie death raised the heat, 1 
in 'a "five-day confrontation 
between authorities .fed 
radical students, many of 
them armed with metal 
pipes and petrol bombs. 

Assigning blame will 
have an important bearing 
on how the violence plays 


out. Police last August 
launched a milirary-slyle 
assault on a Seoul campus 
to end a student revolt 
President Kim Young- 
Sam had demanded a thor- 
ough investigation into the 
death and “severe punish- 
ment” for those responsible, 
state radio reported 
State prosecutors Monday 
called for the arrest of 
‘■criminals” behind the 
death of Yoo Ji-Woong and 
a round-up of leaders of the 
leftwing Hanchomyong 
body. 

Officer Yoo Ji-Woong 
died after thousands of stu- 
dents punched a hole in a 
police cordon around Han- 
yang University and began 
lashing out. with metal bars, 
officers. ' _ 

Since violence Began' ’ 
Friday, 215 police officers 
have been injured, 40 
severely, according to po- 
lice figures. A total of 34 
students have been arrested. 

One studenr was in hospi- 
tal recovering from brain 


surgery after being injured 
in fierce hand-to-hand com- 
bat on a bridge leading to 
Hanyang University. 

By early evening Tuesday, 
several thousand students 
who had gathered at Seoul 
University slipped off the 
campus with bars and fire- 
bombs and began fanning 
out across the city through 
the subway system. 

The students had set up an 
altar on the campus grounds 
to pay their respects to Yoo. 

Students are demanding 
Mr. Kim's resignation, 
picking up on a popular 
wave of anger against the 
head of state over his 
refusal to reveal his spend- 
ing in 1992 presidential 
elections. 

Opposition parties insist 
His campaign cost at least 
10 times the legal limit and 
was partly bankrolled the 
scandal-ridden Hanbo 
Group, whose founder was 
sent ro jail for 15 years 
Monday along with top 
aides to Mr. Kim and bank 


presidents he had bribed. 

The Hanchongryong 
statement expressed regret 
over the death of the officer, 
the first fatality of the 
recent violence. But it 
blamed authorities and defi- 
antly vowed to continue its 
struggle to bring down the 
president. 

“We ask that the murder- 
ous and corrupt Kim 
Young-Sam regime take full 
responsibility and resign,” 
the statement said. 

After the last round of 
leftist-inspired violence at 
Yonsei University in August 
last year, authorities arrest- 
ed 151 leaders of the Han- 
chonryong. dealing a severe 
blow to the bodv .that the 
government' say? takes 
orders from North Korea. '' 

But it has rebounded' to' ' 
take centre stage in the cur- 
rent political crisis sur- 
rounding Mr. Kira's cam- 
paign spending, extracting 
full advantage from the 
president’s weakness. 


Elite troops take on Tigers 
in fresh Sri Lanka drive 

COLOMBO (AFP) — Elire army commandos backed by 
helicopter gunships Tuesday launched a fresh attack 
against Tamil Tiger guerrillas in northern Sri Lanka amid 
long-range fighting elsewhere, officials said. 

Hundreds of Special Forces fSF) soldiers moved north- 
wards from the newly captured town of Nedunkemi on a 
search-and-destroy mission to dis mantl e bunkers of the 
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), officials said. 

They said the lightning assault was a limited operation 
and would help troops involved in a bigger offensive 
underway in the same area to open a key land route 
through rebel territory to the northern peninsula of Jaffna. 

There were no immediate reports of casualties on either 
side, but officials said the Russian-built MI-24 ground 
attack helicopters were providing close air support to SF 
commandos. 

The defence ministry in a statement said air force planes 
Tuesday bombed suspected Tiger positions as ground 
troops prepared to resume an advance on another flank into 
rebel-held territory. 

The air force took “four identified targets" of the LTTE 
just north of the new army bunker lines at the newly taken 
town of Omonthai, a ministry spokesman said. 

“The air force bombed the targets and we have also 
directed artillery at six other targets." the spokesman said, 
adding troops were consolidating in areas taken from the 
Tigers. 

Troops also shor dead two Tiger guerrillas who infiltrat- 
ed the village of Vellankulam and recovered two automat- 
ic assault rifles, the spokesman said. 

The fighting is concentrated in jungle areas and there had 
been no reports of large scale civilian casualties. However 
the Tigers say a large number of civilians living in areas 
under their control are starving. 

The military denies charges they have blocked food 
going into rebel areas and in a statement Tuesday said 
civilian authorities were distributing food and other essen- 
tials to Tamil civilians. 

In separate fighting Monday the LTTE ambushed a group 
of policemen in the east of the country and killed nine, 
including an officer. 

The Tiger attack in the east of the country is seen by 
defence analysts as a diversionary tactic to blunt a fresh 
army advance in the north. 

The on-going bigger offensive code named “sure victoiy” 
which was launched on May 13 in the north was bogged 
down because of intense rebel resistance, officials said. 

Military officials said there had been no advance in the 
past 10 days but troops were now equipped to undertake a 
fresh incursion after strengthening their defences in areas 
taken from the rebels. 

The military lost some 120 men killed since launching 
the drive on May 13. The rebels were believed to have lost 
nearly 300 of their cadres according to military estimates 
but the Tigers have said they lost only 82 men and women. 

The military- action involving two divisions or 20.000 
soldiers is aimed at opening a 75-kilometre road through 
Tiger areas to link the northern peninsula of Jaffna with the 
rest of the country. 


Military: Nigerian troops 
control Sierra Leone airport 

LAGOS (AFP) — Nigerian troops are in full control of the 
airport of Sierra Leone’s capital Freetown, where they 
have launched an offensive against the new military junta, 
according to army sources here. 

Press reports Tuesday quoted military sources as saying 
that Nigerian troops who form the bulk of the West African 
peacekeeping force ECOMOG took control of the airport 
Monday after a brief fire fight with Sierra Leonean forces 
there. 

The aim was to secure the lungi airport for possible rein- 
forcements of the peacekeeping force, which Monday bat- 
tled troops of the junta that ousted President Ahmad Tejan 
Kabbah on May 25. 

Some 2,200 Nigerian soldiers were reported to be in 
Sierra Leone. 

The new regime of Major Johnny Koroma has formed a 
de facto alliance with former rebels of the Revolutionary 
United Front (RUF) and both were reported Monday to 
have been involved in an assault on a seafront hotel guard- 
ed by Nigerian troops in Freetown. 

Outnumbered and out of ammunition, the Nigerians were 
eventually able to evacuate hundreds of petrified foreign 
nationals from the Mammy Yoko Hotel after Red Cross 
officials negotiated a ceasefire. 

A Nigerian naval vessel earlier Monday shelled Freetown 
targets as part of an apparent bid to force Maj. Koroma to 
restore power to the elected civilian government. 

Much of the Nigerian press Tuesday claimed that the 
ECOMOG bid to oust the junta in Siena Leone was backed 
by the Organisation of African Unity (OAU), which began 
summit talks Monday in the Zimbabwean capital Harare. 

"Flush out the rascals,” the independent Vanguard news- 
paper wrote in a front-page editorial. 

Chechen officials arrive in 
Moscow for economic talks 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Chief 
Chechen peace negotiator 
Movladi Udugov arrived 
here Tuesday for talks with 
Russian officials aimed at 
nailing down agreements 
covering customs arrange- 
ments, banking and oil. 

Mr. Udugov was heading 
a delegation of government 
officials who were due to 
meet Russian First Deputy 
Prime Minister Anatoly 
Chubais and Security 
Council Secretary Ivan 
Rybkin, ITAR-TASS news 
agency reported. 

*A peace treaty signed by 
Russian and Chechen sepa- 
ratist leaders on May 12 left 
the breakaway north 


Caucasus republic's politi- 
cal status unresolved but 
paved the way for much 
needed economic aid from 
Moscow. 

Both sides also signed a 
wide-ranging social and 
economic cooperation 
agreement envisaging joint 
efforts to pay pensions and 
benefits to the people of 
Chechenya and compensa- 
tion for war victims. 

Mr. Udugov. the Chechen 
first deputy prime minister, 
told Interfax News Agency 
that the main problem to be 
discussed concerned a draft 
customs agreement which 
was almost ready to be 
signed. 


Aid worker, four refugees 
slain in eastern Congo 


LONDON (AFP) — Four refugees and a local employee of 
the British humanitarian aid group Save the Children were 
killed in an attack in eastern Democratic Republic of Congo 
(DRC) last week, the organisation said Tuesday. 

The five were shot dead last Thursday in an attack west of 
the border city of Goma attributed by local reports to 
troops of DRC President Laurent Kabila, Save the Children 
press officer Alero Harrison told AFP. 

The Save the Children employee was accompanying a 
group of 1 1 Rwandan children to a U.N. refugee agency 
collection point at Karuba 45 kilometres west of Goma, 
when the attack occurred. 

Some 36 adult refugees had attached themselves to the 
Save the Children group, and three of them were killed in 
the attack. Mr. Harrison said. 

The fourth refugee was a child that the Save the Children 
worker was carrying in his arms, she said. 

The U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 
has suspended Its activities at Karuba since the incident, 
spokeswoman Pamela O’Toole said in Geneva Tuesday. 

Work will not resume there until appropriate steps are ta- 
ken to assure the security of humanitarian workers, she said. 

Meanwhile, The DRC’s justice minister Tuesday wel- 
comed the discovery of 4.8 million Swiss francs ($3.4 mil- 
lion) in assets held by former President Mobutu Sese, but 
said it was only the start. 

“We say bravo, it's something, but we know there is much 
more where that came from and we have to suspect that it 
is not always in the banks’ interests to reveal it," Justice 
Minister Celestin Lwangi told Reuters in Kinshasa 

The funds discovered by Swiss banks in accounts belong- 
ing to Mr. Mobutu and his family have been frozen b tine 
with Berne’s orders last month, Switzerland’s Federal 
Bankbg Commission said in a statement. 

When Mr. Mobutu was toppled by rebels last month, the 
Swiss government ordered all banks b Switzerland to 
report if they or their foreign subsidiaries were holding 
wealth for Mr. Mobutu, his family or them associates. 

In a separate development, Rwandan Vice-President Paul 
Kagame said Monday that Rwanda would provide military 
assistance to the new Democratic Republic of Congo if 
asked to do so. 


Rwanda’s military strongman denied that Kigali's forces 
had been directly involved b the seven-month conflict that 
ended last month when Mr. Kabila overthrew Mr. Mobutu 
and changed the name of the country. 

“I am not looking forward to that, but if we are called 
upon, if the government of Rwanda can assist in any way. 
withb our limited resources and means, sure, we would be 
very helpful,” Gen. Kagame said in an interview, 

“We would come along to help, because we sympathise 
with that situation, and we want them to succeed." 

‘Tf European countries can give military assistance to 
African countries, why can't African countries give military 
assistance to other African countries?” he added. 

Gen. Kagame put calls b Kinshasa for the withdrawal of 
“Rwandans" who arrived there with Mr. Kabila’s forces 
down to “politiekbg.” He said those protesting against 
what they describe as Rwandan troops in the new Congo 
were not differentiating between Rwandans from Rwanda 
and Congolese. 

“They are not trying even to say these are actual Rwan- 
dans From Rwanda who have come here. They are just call- 
ing everybody Rwandese including the people with Rwan- 
dan origb who are actually Congolese nationals." Gen. 
Kagame said. 

Asked to respond to reports that Rwandan troops have 
been operating in the new Congo, he said that those of 
Rwandese origin — Banyamulenge, Banyamasisi and oth- 
ers from the former eastern Zaire — were “always con- 
fused" with Rwandan nationals. 

These people are not making any distinction and this is 
where the problem comes.” he said. 

Gen. Kagame spoke of the presence of many groups in 
the former eastern Zaire, bcludbg members of the former 
Rwandan army, of the former Zairean army and others. 
“That's bound to create complications,” he said. Asked if he 
was ruling out the possibility that Rwandan troops were 
active b Congo, he said: “We have not been active.” 

“We did not hide our sympathies to the rebel alliance at 
that time when the conflict started... so we still say that for 
us we think something good has happened. We don't hide 
that But that is different from any direct bvolvement," he 
said. 


Burma military said freeing opposition detainees 


RANGOON (R) — Bur- 
ma’s military has started re- 
leasing most members of 
Aung San Suu Kyi's oppo- 
sition party who were de- 
tabed late last month to 
slop a special party gather- 
ing, opposition sources said 
Tuesday. 

“Most of the NLD mem- 
bers who were detabed 
have been released but a 
tew of them are still under 
government custody," a Na- 
tional League for Democra- 


cy LNLD)-Party*ource, who 


asked not to be named, told 
Reuters. 

He gave no further details. 

Senior National League 
for Democracy (NLD) offi- 
cials said late last month 
that up to 316 party mem- 
bers, bcludbg 50 members 
of parliament, were being 
held by the ruling military 
junta to thwart a planned 
May 27-28 gathering at the 
home of Mr. Suu Kyi. 

The charge was debed by 
the rating State Law and 
Order Restoration Council ; 


(SLORC). 

The NLD gathering had 
been planned to mark the 
seventh anniversary of the 
party's 1990 election land- 
slide win which was never 
recogmsed by the SLORC. 

The gathering Fizzled out 
as the SLORC refused to 
allow NLD members to 
meet at Mr. Suu Kyi's 
home, limiting the numbers 
to a small group of senior 
party officials. 

The SLORC continues to 
maintain roadblocks --near 


Suu Kyi's home and the 
NLD party headquarters in 
Rangoon. 

The reported release of 
opposition detainees fol- 
lows a decision by Associa- 
tion of Southeast Asian Na- 
tions (ASEAN) over the 
weekend in Malaysia to ad- 
mit Burma as a new mem- 
ber b late July. 

ASEAN groups Brunei, 
Indonesia the Philippines. 
Sbgapore. Thailand and 
■i Vietnam. , - 
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Avoiding the 
Algerian model 

TURKISH PRIME Minister Necmettin 
Erbakan's call for early elections to end the cur- 
rent standoff between his Islamic-led coalition 
government and the military sounds right, but the 
question is whether such a step can solve Turkey’s 
political crisis. Erbakan’s Welfare Party’ is count- 
ing on stronger-than-ever support in new elec- 
tions due to the widespread discontent among the 
Turkish people with their state of affairs. Many 
of those who voted for Welfare in the last elections 
did so in protest against conditions brought about 
by other ruling parties be they economic, social or 
political. 

Since the adoption of strong free market policies 
by the late President Ttirgut Ozal, Turkey and its 
people have witnessed major upheavals that often 
threatened the fabric of the society. Ttirks gener- 
ally admit that corruption has crept into their 
midst on an unprecedented scale after values and 
standards became determined by financial and 
economic factors at the expense of all other 
human considerations. This led the Ttirks, who 
are mostly traditional and conservative, to rebel. 
Voting for the Welfare Party was by and large the 
form in which this rebellion, if it can be called 
that took place. 

It would be naive to conclude that the support 
for the Turkish Islamists is attributable only to 
the religious factor. The army In particular 
should be aware of this reality before they cast 
their lot in favour of other political trends. As 
long as the secular military, who have traditional- 
ly been the power brokers in the country ever 
since the establishment of the Ihrkish Republic at 
the hands of Mustafa Atatnrk, continue to view 
-the IslamistsLas-a.threat to progress, and secular- 
ism, there will always be the risk of rejecting the 
results of the elections and consequently of 
democracy and political pluralism as a system of 
government With the vast majority of the 
Turkish people upholding Islam as their faith, it 
will be hard to convince them, even by the mighty 
military, that Islam per se is a problem for them. 

The case of Algeria is still vivid in our minds. 
The military there prevented an imminent victo- 
ry by the Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) in 1992 
for fear that the Islamists would fundamentally 
change Algeria’s way of life. The whole country 
went up in frames that continue to rage until this 
day. If the Turkish military does indeed follow in 
the footsteps of their counterparts in Algeria, the 
risk of sinking the whole nation into a quagmire, 
where a domestic armed conflict will erupt, 
becomes that much greater. 

If the secularists in T\irkey wish to contain the 
power of extremism in their midst, all they have 
to do is clean up their house. Anything short of 
this is bound to backfire and plunge the country 
into a bloody civil strife the likes of which Turkey 
has not seen for many years. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES ‘ 

A WRITER for A1 Arab AJ Yawm said Tuesday that 
the Arabs rejoice over the positive developments in the 
Syrian- Iraqi relations and the reopening of the com- 
mon border which has been closed for over 17 years. 
Tli is development means ending part of the sufferings 
of the Iraqis who have been under siege and deprived 
of the basic necessities for life, and marks the start of a 
new chapter in inter-Arab relations and a new move by 
the Arabs to jointly confront the common challenges, 
said Taller Advvun. Bui while rejoicing over this devel- 
opment, one can only wonder why Jordanian -Iraqi 
relations are not strengthened and why the Baghdad- 
Amman highway is not congested with trucks carrying 
food and medicine and other goods to the Iraqi people, 
said the writer. He said that Jordan has offered the 
Iraqis a lifeline in the darkest hours of their life and has 
respected the U.N. resolutions, but paid a dear price for 
its national stand on the pan-Arab and international 
fronts. Why should Jordan comply strictly with the 
U.N. resolutions concerning ties with Iraq at a time 
when the Turkish. Iranian and Syrian borders are open 
for free trade, asked the writer. He said it seems that the 
United Nations is unjustly closing the door before 
Jordan, to open it for the other neighbours of Iraq. 

A WRITER for Al Aswaq daily said that the disaster 
that befell the Arabs in the 1967 war is alive in the 
minds of the Arab people because it reminds them of 
Israel's occupation of lands belonging to three Arab 
countries and the whole of Palestine. In observing the 
June war anniversary. Rashid Hasson said that the 
Israeli victory over the Arab countries in the 1967 war 
dealt a devastating blow to the Arab Nation because it 
marked the beginning of the colonisation of .Arab lands 
in Palestine and other Arab lands. But the writer said it 
is regrettable to see the Arabs in total disarray 30 years 
after the 1967 war and the great disaster that befell 
them with the loss of their lands. It is also regrettable 
to see that the Arabs are unable to reach common 
ground over joint action to regain their lost property, 
said the writer. But he said the Arab masses can never 
forget their lands and will always strive to regain their 
rightful property, no matter how long the occupation 
will lasL 


Banning land mines — an initiative that 
comes from small countries, not great powers 



By G wynne Dyer 

“WE RAVE a straightfor- 
ward choice" said 
Canadian Foreign Affairs 
Minister Lloyd Axworthy 
last October. “We can... 
remove 100 million mines 
an arm and a leg at a time, 
or we can act.” And the 
representatives of 50 
countries, most of whose 
governments would never 
have sent them to Ottawa 
if they had known 
Axworthy would go that 
far, erupted into a stand- 
ing ovation. 

The Ottawa conference 
on banning land-mines 
was a departure from the 
traditional diplomatic way 
of doing things. Axworthy 
just invited any country 
that was interested to 
show up — and when it 
became clear, in the 
words of Canadian diplo- 
mat Ralph Lysyshyo. who 
chaired the meeting, “that 
there was an impatience 
to get going by an awful 
lot' of participants" 
Axworthy broke the rules. 

In his dosing speech to 
the conference, unilateral- 
ly and with no advance 
warning, he proposed a 
deadline: a global ban on 
the production. sale, 
transfer or use of anti-per- 
sonnel mines to be signed 
at a follow-on conference 
in Ottawa this December, 
and to go into effect only 
two years later. 

What a contrast with the 
opening in Geneva on 
May 14 of this year's first 
session of the Conference 
on Disarmament, a vener- 


able U.N. -sponsored body 
that has been talking 
about disarmament since 
the late Pleistocene. 
“Things are still ambigu- 
ous" said Chinese ambas- 
sador Sha Zukang, “but 
there are developments on 
mines." 

What developments? 
Well, American represen- 
tative John Holum. direc- 
tor of the U.S. Arms 
Control and Disarmament 
Agency, thought Geneva 
should start talking about 
a global ban on anti-per- 
sonnel mines, but there 
were problems. The 
Geneva process works by 
consensus, and some 
countries are still not keen 
on banning them. 

Others offer a short list 
of the hold-outs: South 
Korea, Turkey, Mexico, 
Pakistan, Russia and 
China. And they point out 
that, a pan from Russia 
and China, all these coun- 
tries are closely associat- 
ed with the United States. 

So will the U.S. join the 
treaty that emerges from 
the Ottawa meeting in 
December? Holum says 
no: “The indications are 
that the process in Ottawa 
will produce a treaty... 
that is accepted by like- 
minded countries, but 
does not include a number 
of countries that are criti- 
cally important for this 
treaty to be truly global..." 

In plainer language than 
Mr. Holum is allowed to 
use, the U.S. will not join 
a ban on anti-personnel 
mines until Russia and 
China do too. Why not? 


Mainly because treaties 
have to be ratified by the 
U.S. Senate, which is so 
jealous of U.S. preroga- 
tives that it would reject a 
treaty banning spears 
unless there were strict 
provisions for disarming 
the highland tribes of 
Papua New Guinea. 

So the dance of the 
dinosaurs goes on in 
Geneva ■ — bit elsewhere, 
the “Ottawa process” 
gathers steam. Less than 
two years ago, only 14 
countries favoured a total 
ban on anti-personnel 
mines. Now 56 countries 
have announced that they 
will stop using them, and 
111 countries came to 
Vienna in February for an 
interim meeting paving 
the way for the Ottawa 
conference in December. 

The momentum is 
becoming unstoppable — 
and it is a striking demon- 
stration of the power of 
world public opinion, for 
what drives foe whole 
process is shame: shame 
that we should still be 
making, selling or using 
such vicious, pointless 
weapons. 

There are an estimated 
110 milli on anti-person- 
nel mines in 64 countries, 
left over from wars that 
have been over for as 
much as a decade. Every 
year another 2 million are 
laid — and every year 
around 25,000 people, 
mostly civilians, are killed 
or maimed by them. Yet 
they have virtually no mil- 
itary usefulness. 

There has never been a 


After the scoop years, the news 
business is a different game 


By Richard Harwood 

WASHINGTON — Those pf 
us of -a- certain- age had the- 
privilege and good luck to 
come into journalism in an era 
of perpetual crisis. It began 
with a world depression and a 
world war and ended roughly 
45 years later with the col- 
lapse of communism and bet- 
ter dreams than the long night- 
mare of nuclear destruction. 

It was a brutal time for 
humanity. But for “news" it 
was a golden age: long wars, 
short wars and pseudo wars, 
genocidal madness abroad 
and domestic inquisitions at 
home, social revolutions and 
domestic upheavals, assassi- 
nations, near assassinations, 
the Nixon disgrace, trips to 
the moon, missile silos on the 
Great Plains, hostages in Iran, 
chaos in the Middle East, dis- 
illusion, disintegration and 
ideological death in the Soviet 
empire. 

These great events shaped 
the attitudes of journalists and 
the pictures of the world we 
carried around in our heads. 
They determined the organisa- 
tional structure of newsrooms, 
“internationalised" their value 
systems, created a demand for 
specialists and a better-edu- 
cated labour force. 

Hardly a day passed without 
a "great story." Planning the 
front page was an uncompli- 
cated exercise: the press had a 
clear agenda defined by 
“news" that was granite hard 
and universally relevant. 

It has become necessary in 
this more placid era to create 
new agendas and missions 
that the American press is still 
struggling to define. News pri- 
orities are less obvious. Our 
audiences have new and more 
personal agendas, and many 
alternative sources of infor- 
mation and entertainment. 

Great publicly owned cor- 
porations have largely 
replaced the family entrepre- 
neurs who for so many years 
dominated the news business. 
Pulitzers. Chandlers. Grahams 
and Sulzbergers are still 
prominent in media affairs, 
but they are overshadowed in 
financial terms and in market- 
ing objectives by new titans 
whose interest in “the news" 
is incidental at best. 

General Electric, 

We5tinghouse. Disney and an 
Australian conglomerate 
owned by Rupert Murdoch 
own the broadcasting net- 
works. An oligarchy of chains 
owns most of the newspapers 
and magazines. Wall Street 


underwrites the mergers and 
technology of the industry and 
exerts great influence dictated 
'by:- the interests of investors 
■and shareholders- in n^ximift-; 
ing profits and efficiencies. 

Social changes and historic 
inevitabilities have altered the 
character, attitudes and values 
of the newsroom labour force. 
Editors, columnists, reporters 
and publishers in foe era of 
perpetual crisis — most of 
them white males who were 
themselves actors in the wars 
and political upheavals of that 
time — have gone into retire- 
ment or died off, leaving the 
stage to younger generations 
moulded by other experi- 
ences. 

Women, minorities and spe- 
cialists of a different kind — 
economic and business ana- 
lysts and technological wiz- 
ards, for example — are in 
great demand. Like the 
American people and the 
political class, obsessed for so 
many decades with issues of 
national security and survival, 
the press has “turned inward.” 
One of the oddities of this 
transition has been the rein- 
carnation of a "news" menu 
that bears similarities to the 
menu of foe 1930s. Crime is 
now a central ingredient of the 
news report and entertainment 
programming, especially in 
broadcasting. Cops-and-rob- 
bers shows, both fiction and 
“faction," dominate the news 
bulletins, many of the prime- 
time hours on television and 
often the front pages of the 
“quality" press. 

Echoes of the “class war- 
fare" of the ‘30s are increas- 
ingly presem in foe news. 
FDR’s enemies, the “malefac- 
tors of great wealth." are in 
modem dress the overpaid 
CEOs who meet bottom-line 
goals through downsizing 
strategies that have thrown 
into the street millions of 
white- and blue-collar work- 
ers. Politicians and the media 
alike stress the plight of the 
middle class. 

Inequities in income distrib- 
ution, job insecurity and the 
condition of rbe poor and dis- 
advantaged are common 
themes in the press, themes 
often rendered in the “sob sis- 
ter" genre invented by Hearet 
and Pulitzer early in this cen- 
tury. 

But in contrast to the past, 
the protagonists and “victims 
of the system" no longer read 
much about themselves. The 
audience for newspapers and 
magazines increasingly is 
upscale and elitist as the pro- 


letariat turns to television for 
soap opera fantasies and 
domestic comedies featuring 
singles and sex, 

I TjfoS, frtfipess aspects of 
journalism have become a 
major concern of editors. An 
academic critic. Jay Rosen, 
asserts: “What has happened 
is that the practical demands, 
the production demands, have 
come to rule foe intellectual 
life of the newsroom. We’re 
talking about a system where 
nobody is reading, nobody is 
experimenting, nobody is lift- 
ed out of the routine." 

The editor of foe American 
Journalism Review. Rem 
Reider, writes: “Let’s face it: 
The time when newspapers 
could really break much news 
is past.. In a world of 24-hour 
cable news and instantly 
updatable Web sites, it seems 
almost quaint to consider 
breaking news a major part of 
a newspaper's raison d'etre.” 
Our new task is to provide 
“analysis, context and depth" 
to events of the day. 

Leonard Downie, executive 
editor of The Washington 
Post described in a communi- 
cation to the American 
Society of Newspaper Editors 
the myriad responsibilities of 
contemporary editors in this 
new age of news: 

“How to find, hire and man- i 
age the best people. How to j 
increase and utilise real diver- j 
sity in our newsrooms. How to | 
increase the depth, authority ; 
and relevance of our report- | 
ing, the power and readability 
of our writing, the storytelling 
impact of our photography 
and graphics. 

"How to cooperate with cir- 
culation and advertising 
departments on new features 
and sections while maintain- 
ing editorial integrity. How to 
evaluate and cope with indus- 
try fads like public journalism 
and new-age newsroom reor- 
ganisations. How to integrate 
the printed newspaper with 
Internet sites. How to decide 
tough ethical questions and 
handle legal threats. How to 
enable our staffs and our- 
selves to enjoy our unique 
profession." 

It is a heavy load for a busi- 
ness that once described itself 
as a “game” in which the 
“scoop” and the “hard news" 
handed to us for so many 
years by irrational forces of 
histoty set the agenda and 
were the central reasons for 
going to work in the morning. 

The Washington Post 


battle or a campaign 
whose outcome was seri- 
ously influenced by anti- 
personnel mines. Like 
booby-traps, they raise 
the general level of ten- 
sion and misery in war, 
but foe casualties they 
produce are of practically 
no military (as opposed to 
human) significance. 

Anti- rank mines are dif- 
ferent. Tanks are decisive 
weapons of war, and 
mines are one of the main 
ways of stopping them — 
which is why nobody is 
proposing to ban anti-tank 
min es. But even high- 
ranking American officers 
like General David Jones, 
former chairman of foe 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, and 
General Norman 

Schwartzkopf, U.S. com- 
mander in foe Gulf war, 
agree that a ban on anti- 
personnel mines would be 
“not only h uman e, but 
also militarily responsi- 
ble." 

It is particularly remark- 
able that foe United States 
government should be so 
reluctant to ban anti-per- 
sonnel mines, for they are 
primarily foe weapons of 
foe weaker side militarily, 
and many times more 
American soldiers have 
been killed by them than 
saved by diem. What dri- 
ves American policy, in 
both foe White House and 
foe Senate, is mainly foe 
abstract notion that the 
United States is a great 
power, and should not 
move faster than the other 
great powers in any area 
of disarmament. 


So nothing much will 
happen at Geneva; and in 
Ottawa, in December, a 
large majority of foe 
world's countries will 
sign a treaty banning anti- 
personnel mines. Is this, 
as U.S. diplomats insinu- 
ate, a naive and largely 
me anin gless exercise 
indulged in by lesser 
countries with lesser 
responsibilities? 

Not at all. It marks the 
beginning of the end for 
ami -personnel mines, for 
once foe treaty is in place, 
foe pressure of world pub- 
lic opinion will really start 
to weigh upon those who 
refuse to participate. 

The Russians may actu- 
ally cave in and sign even 
before foe United States, 
but it will surely follow in 
a matter of a few years. 
China may be a harder nut 
to crack, but if all foe 
countries in foe world that 
it sells mines to have 
signed foe treaty, then its 
recalcitrance is of little 

practical importance. 

This is good news, even 
beyond foe value of foe 
actual ban on anti-person- 
nel mines, for it shows foe 
world working in a differ- 
ent way. The original ini- 
tiative came not from gov- 
ernments. but from non- 
governmental organisa- 
tions that had to deal with 
the mine victims. The 
treaty was pushed not by 
the great powers, but by 
smaller countries that do 
not share their obsessions. 
And in foe end, foe great 
powers will come along 
too. 


LETTERS 
Photo attitude 


To the Editor: 

THE ARTICLE “Favourite Indian dedicates himself to 
stamping out- chil d _qxpjoj tatidn- r (J orddn Times. May 
25, 1997} -was accompanied foy 'a photograph of 
Pakistani child holding a banner regarding child labour 
in Pakistani sports goods industry. The picture was 
entirely out of place as the article pertained to child 
labour exploitation in India and not in Pakistan. The 
wrong picture has hurt Pakistani sensitivities as it was 
seen as a reflection of an indifferent attitude towards 
Pakistan. 

As regards foe question of child labour in Pakistan, 
like many other developing countries, we are also 
plagued by the menace. The government of Pakistan 
has taken measures to enact legislation banning child 
labour in Pakistan and we are undertaking strict imple- 
mentation of foe law, especially in the sports goods 
industry, which has resorted to child labour frequently. 
However, we do not have a system of “child servitude” 
as exists in neighbouring India. 

Third, like India, we have a strong human rights and 
anti-child labour lobby which is doing as much as it can 
to deal with this important social problem. 

Ali Sarwar Naqvi, 
Ambassador, 
Embassy of Pakistan. 

Amman. 

Help the defenceless 

To the Editor: 

I WILL keep writing about children and women until 
everyone realises the severity of the conditions many 
of our children live in. 

Rana Hus se ini wrote about a child who was put on 
fire by his own father. This is outrageous, unbelievable, 
incomprehensible. This inhumane person must be per- 
secuted and punished foe way he deserves. Such a per- 
son cannot and should not be a father. Such a person 
should not be in charge of bringing up people and 
should not be part of our society. He should be locked 
up in a cell for a long time. 

Sadly, in most such cases, the family of the child and 
foe criminal will not press any charges. As Bob 
Robertson wrote in the same edition: “How could they 
hold their head up in front of their neighbours and rel- 
atives if they did." This is the case with almost all 
crimes against children and women. The child or 
woman will be blamed for not following foe orders of 
foe head of foe family, for dishonouring foe family, 
etc.... Some cr imin a ls will be even praised by foe soci- 
ety for doing foe right thing. What is righteous in 
killing a defenceless human being? No crime justifies 
that. 

I call upon all children and women advocates to pro- 
tect abused children and women. I urge them to help 
convince these victims to press charges against their 
abusers. I urge paediatricians to report such cases to 
the authorities, and foe lawyers to volunteer on behalf 
of these victims. 

Jordanians are good and kind and will not abandon 
their loved ones. 

Osama K. Al Shaykh, 

osamakl@eecs.berkeley.edu 

Vy rmim Tunes welcomes letters and contributions 

an ? mue ,hey wish <° Letters 

•mended for publication should contain the writers full 

tome and preferably address as well. Naus ea! hi 
withheld upon request bu, only Under ^ ^“ um . 
stances. Utters are subject to editing Z abridging 


Thirteen 
elephants 
for 13 
children 

By Ali Kassay 

ONE OF the most interesting 
pursuits for foe amateur soci- 
ologist is to observe foe 
behaviour of a community as 
it passes through a state of 
change. Take, for instance, 
Jordanian society when our 
country chanced to experi- 
ence a bubble of prosperity in 
the seventies and eighties 
before it returned nearer its , 
proper economic size. 

In foe course of those twen- 
ty heady years Jordanian 
society changed from an aus- 
tere' community that empha- 
sised education and hard 
work as the means for self- 
improvement to one that 
upholds a single social value: 
conspicuous consumption. 
Nowhere is this more obvi- 
ous than at Jordanian wed- 
dings. as 1 had the chance to 
remark a couple of years ago. 
These affairs have developed 
into major extravaganzas 
where Verdi competes with 
Amr Diab to deafen guests 
and uninvited neighbours 
alike, and where foe eyes flit 
incredulously between pro- 
fessional belly dancers. laser 
shows, flights of doves and. 
on one occasion, an elephant. 

Another institution where 
the nouveau riches found 
expression was school- leav- 
ing ceremonies. 

Traditionally, these were 
sober affairs where foe 
school principal or an invited 
dignitary gave a speech 
extolling some virtue before 
a fidgety and inattentive 
audience, before handing the 
pupils their certificates and 
despatching them into the big 
world beyond. Gradually, the 
taffc 1 bf virtue Tang- mcrens- ; 
inglV" hoi levy, us Jordanians 
came to recognise this quali- 
ty as the path to insignifi- 
cance, if not ruination. The 
main attraction at the cere- 
mony became the outfit of 
pupils, which sometimes cost 
as much as a motor car. 
Later, competition for first 
place moved to the domain of 
the sports cars given to grad- 
uating children, which they 
would parade in Amman, 
horns blaring and with 
assorted youth dangling from 
all sides. This practice, 
which coincides this year 
wiih the Jordanian week for 
the prevention of road acci- 
dents. surprisingly enough 
does not seem to receive a 
mention in the public aware- 
ness campaign. 

This year, however, a new 
height has been reached in 
foe Jordanians' competition 
to out-squander. It appears a 
thaL in a school which other- ™ 
wise seeks to instil a healthy 
and responsible civic sense in 
its pupils, a group of thirteen 
families ganged up and 
decided to hijack the occa- 
sion. They conspired in 
secret from the school's fac- 
ulty and other parents of 
graduates, then they flung 
upon the innocent and unsus- 
pecting an invitation to a lav- 
ish divertissement to which 
their own friends and rela- 
tions were invited by the 
hundreds, but From which foe 
parents of other graduating 
children were barred. Who 
knows — perhaps we may 
soon see thirteen elephants 
for thirteen children. 

Of course one could say 
that people have the right to 
invite or exclude whom they 
want to and from a private 
party. The problem here is 
that an event which should 
have been a communal fes- 
tivity was insidiously con- 
vened into an exclusive 
afiuir. which is unhealthy 
regardless of the criteria for 
exclusion. Unfortunately, 
this is not an isolated inci- 
dent in our society. It has 
become increasingly com- 
mon for small cliques to 
hijack more and more of the 
public domain and convert it 
into a closed shop. We can 
only hope that some exoge- 
nous influence succeeds in 
making our children a good 
deal more mature than their 
parents. 
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News 

Nidal dies as a 
result of bums 

Father being questioned 
* by criminal prosecutor 
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By R&na Hosseini 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Officials 
Tuesday said that the 11- 
y ear-old child, who was 
allegedly set ablaze bv his 
father in Jabal Nadif on 
Saturday, died late Monday 
in hospital. 

The child, Nidal Atef 
G hand our, was admired to 
the Intensive Care Unit 
(ICU) at A1 Bashir Hospi- 
tal, with 80 per cent bums 
to his body, and doctors 
then said his chances of 
survival were slim. 

His 31 -year-old father, 
Atef was apprehended by 
authorities shortly after 
Nidal was admitted to the 
hospital. 

Initial reports have indi- 
cated that Nidal was study- 
ing with his two brothers in 
the front yard of their house 
while their father slept 
The children started 
screaming, and the noise 
awakened their father who 
v became upset, went outside 
and told them to tear up 
their books, officials have 
said. 

Nidal refused to tear up 
his books, so his father took 
him to the bathroom, 
poured kerosene and set 
him on fire. 

Judicial sources told the 


Jordan Times Tuesday that 
the father is being ques- 
tioned by the c riminal pros- 
ecutor. 

Meanwhile, Irbid police 
Tuesday announced the 
arrest of a 28-year-old man 
in connection with the mur- 
der of another man in 
Huwara village. 

According to a report that 
was released by the Jordan 
News Agency (Petra) the 
suspect, identified only as 
A.M., confessed to striking 
his friend, identified only 
as K.M., 22, with an axe for 
disputes. 

The report gave no fur- 
ther details other than that 
police found the murder 
weapon 150 metres away 
from the scene of crime. 

In Ajloun, police were 
investigating the death of 
an 18-year-old man. who 
was found strangled in 
Halawah village. 

Ala’ Radi Abdul Kader 
was found dead by officials 
at around 6:30 a.m., beside 
an olive tree in a deserted 
area with a plastic rope tied 
around his neck. 

An official source told the 
Jordan Times that initial 
investigations point to a 
suicide. 

Police said they were 
investigating the incident. 


Barak sweeps Labour. 


(Continued from page 12) 

after 35 years in uniform — 
Mr. Barak played heavily on 
his reputation as the most 
decorated soldier in Israeli 
history. 

Stressing the need to guar- 
antee Israel’s security in all 
peace negotiations with the 
Palestinians and Arab states, 
Mr. Barak sought to present 
) himself as the natural suc- 
cessor to slain former Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin. 

Leah Rabin revealed 
Tuesday that she voted to 
make Mr. Barak leader of 
the party once headed by 
her husband, who was 
assassinated by a Jewish 
extremist in November 
1995. 

“Barak will continue in 
the way of Rabin," she told 
Israel Radio. “I see a lot of 
good characteristics in 
him.'' 

But throughout the party 
election campaign, Mr. 


••• 


Barak kept his policy posi- 
tions deliberately vague. 

Last month he only reluc- 
tantly went along with a 
change to the Labour Party 
platform expressing condi- 
tional support for the cre- 
ation of a Palestinian state 
as the final outcome of the,; 
Oslo ■* peace . -process hj 
launched by Rabin and Ml .. 
Peres. 

Mr. Barak had in the past 
strongly opposed Palestin- 
ian statehood and in Sep- 
tember 1995 abstained in a 
cabinet vote on the interim 
peace accord signed by Mr. 
Peres which extended Arab 
autonomy in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

Echoing what has now 
become government policy 
under Mr. Netanyahu. Mr. 
Barak charged at the time 
that the Oslo accords did not 
provide acceptable security 
guarantees for Israelis and 
Jewish settlers in the occu- 
pied territories. 


Jury finds Gulf war veteran... 


(Continued from page 12) 

^ .-^lilies “has been an inspira- 
tion to all Americans." 

“This is a very important 
and long overdue day for 
the survivors and families 
of those who died in Okla- 
homa City,” he said. 

In Oklahoma City, Gover- 
nor Frank Keating wel- 
comed “a wonderful victo- 
ry for these wonderful fam- 
ilies.'' adding he wanted the 
death penalty for McVeigh. 

An overwhelming majori- 
ty of the victims' family 
members agreed. 

“I want him put to death,” 
said Charles Tomlin. Other- 
wise, “he’d be ... in prison, 
eating, drinking, watching 
television, reading books? 
My son is dead.” 

The prosecution por- 
trayed the gun enthusiast 
and self-described patriot 

^^Avith close ties to right- 
V wing militia groups as a 
man driven by hatred for 
the federal government, 
which he blamed for the 
deaths of SI Branch David- 
ian cult members killed in a 
standoff with federal law 
agents in Waco, following 
a 51-day siege. 

Two years to the day after 
the Waco siege, McVeigh 
sought vengeance by set- 
ting off the truck bomb in 
broad daylight in the hope 
of sparking a popular anti- 
government uprising. 

Lead defence attorney 
Stephen Jones maintained 
blast was set by an 


the 

unknown man who was 


blown up along with his 
victims. 

Jurors were sequestered 
Friday and reached their 
verdict on the fourth day of 
deliberations. 

“It seemed to take an eter- 
nity to me," said Jannie 
Coverdale. whose two 
grandchildren died in the 
blast 

McVeigh, who declined 
to take the witness stand, is 
expected to face a second 
trial later this year in Okla- 
homa City for the murder 
of 160 people, including 19 
children. An alleged 
accomplice. Terry Nichols, 
is also to be tried. 

McVeigh was arrested 
one hour, 15 minutes after 
the blast for driving a car 
without registration plates. 

Prosecutors traced 
McVeigh’s movements, his 
motive and his seven 
months of preparations dur- 
ing 19 days of testimony in 
which they called 137 wit- 
nesses, including his sister 
Jennifer and former best 
friend Michael Fortier. 

The defence called 25 
witnesses in three days and 
focused on the fact that no 
witness placed Mcveigb in 
Oklahoma City on the day 
of the bombing. 

Mr. Jones declined to 
comment on the verdict but 
said: “We have visited with 
Mr. McVeigh, we will be 
working with him tonight 
and tomorrow for the 
preparation of the second 
stage on Wednesday.” 


Israel protests... 


(Continued from page 1) 

in the letter, which was made 
public by his office. 

Mr. Naveb said threatening 
Pales tinian statements aimed 
at dissuading land sales to 
Jews “represent a flagrant 
violation of both the spirit and 
the letter" of signed peace 
agreements. 

They “stand in blatant con- 
tradition to the principles of 
peace, trust and cooperation 
which underlie the entire 
peace process,” he said. 

The letter “emphatically’ 1 
demanded that the PNA 
"immediately and effectively 
cease all such acts of incite- 
menL” 

“We call upon you to take 


all appropriate steps against 
anyone involved in the perpe- 
tration of such hostile acts” it 
said. 

But the letter stopped shot 
of making an end to the 
killings a precondition for 
resuming peace negotiations 
which were suspended by the 
Palestinians nearly three 
months ago in protest at the 
building of a settlement in 
east Jerusalem. 

“It is in the mutual interest 
of both parties to contribute to 
calming the c uncut situation. 
We should accordingly invest 
all our efforts in the avoidance 
of any acts that may result in 
ihe deterioration of die 
already sensitive situation," 
Mr. Naveh said. 


EU envoy upbeat... 


(Continued from page 1 1 

nos. without elaborating on 
the reasons for his opti- 
mism. 

Israel has repeatedly 
rejected Palestinian 

demands that it freeze all 
construction of Jewish set- 
tlements in occupied Arab 
areas as a condition for 
resuming peace negotia- 
tions which were broken off 
when construction at Jebal 
Abu Ghneim began in mid- 
March. 

Mr. Erakai was less 
upbeat than the EU diplo- 
mat. saying, "it is too airly 
to judge” if the EU and 


Egyptian mediation efforts 
will bear fruit 
“Our hope is for a coordi- 
nated initiative between 
Europe and the Egyptians 
aimed at removing the caus- 
es which led to die current 
crisis." he said, adding, “We 
hope these envoys will pro- 
duce some results” 

Before meeting later in 
the day with Israeli Foreign 
Minister David Levy, Mr. 
Mora tin os criticised the 
Palestinian National 

Authority (PNA) for its 
hand in the recent murders 
of three Palestinians 
allegedly involved in land 
sales to Jews. 


Algiers shuts schools... 


(Continued from page 12) 

seated the polls as a key 
step towards resolving 
the nation’s five-year-old 
conflict. 

Thursday's polls will be 
the first parliamentary 
elections in the oil-and- 
gas-producing country 
since the military-backed 
authorities in January 
1992 scrapped a poll 
which the radical Islamic 
Salvation Front <FIS ) was 
poised to win. • 

'"'Shortly afterwards, the 
country plunged into civil 
strife in which an esti- 
mated 60,000 people 
have died. 

FIS has been banned 
since and a new constitu- 
tion now bans using 
Islam as a tool to seek 
publie office. 

More than 7,000 candi- 
dates from 39 parties, and 
hundreds of indepen- 
dents, are vying for the 
380-seat national assem- 
bly. FIS leaders in exile 
have called for a boycott. 

Parties seen as front- 
runners include the 


national democratic rally, 
grouping supporters of 
President Liamine Zer- 
oual, and the Islamist- 
leaning movement of a 
peaceful society, led by 
Mahfoud Nahnah. 

They wound up their 
campaigns Monday 
evening ahead of a two- 
day mandatory pause for 
reflection before the vote. 

At a final rally in 
Algiers, anti-Islamist 
hawk Said Saadi, leader 
of the rally fordemocra- 
cy and culture; 1 toft! sup- 
porters: 

“The regime who wast- 
ed the trust of the Nation- 
al Liberation war and 
failed to develop the 
country when a barrel of 
oil was worth $40 cannot 
pull the country out of its 
political and economic 
problems” Mr. Saadi 
said. “Change is the solu- 
tion.” 

In a verbal attack on 
Islamists, Mr. Saadi said: 
“Those who distribute 
death cannot improve the 
lives of the people.” 


Israel 
to force 
its... 


(Continued from page 1) 

hem and Ramallah. 
where the Jordanian text- 
books have been printed 
in the past and which 
have provided exam 
observers in the past, he 
told AFP. 

Mr. Elias said no West 
Bank observers would be 
allowed at this year’s 
exams, which are due to 
begin next week. 

“This was an ad hoc 
system, a sort of mini- 
autonomy for the Pales- 
tinians, which has gone 
on for years and has sat- 
isfied everyone. No 
Israeli government, left 
or right, has ever tried to 
disturb it,” Mr. Seideman 
said. “Now Jerusalem 
Mayor Ehud Olmert is 
making an issue of it as 
part of his continuing 
effort to remove any 
Palestinian influence in 
the city and strengthen 
Israeli control he said. 

“Israel tried the same 
thing in 1967 right after 
occupying the city, but 
Palestinian teachers went 
on strike and the protests 
were so large it had to 
back off. I doubt they 
will have any more luck 
with it now,” he said. 

Israel cl aims that PNA 
involvement in any 
aspect of Arab east 
Jerusalem life violates 
the Oslo peace accords. 
Those agreements limit 
self-rule government to 
administering parts of the 
West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, while Palestinian 
claims ■* ' over * east - 
Jerusalem were' set aside 
to be dealt with in future 
negotiations. 

Israel’s crackdown on 
the school curriculum 
coincides with an escalat- 
ing crisis in the Israeli- 
Paiestinian peace process 
caused by die govern- 
ment’s policy of expand- 
ing the Jewish presence 
in east Jerusalem and 
other occupied areas 
where Palestinians hope 
to create an independent 
state. 
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Crown Prince underlines need to develop... 


S7»V 

/ 


(Continued from page 1) 

any effective dialogue 
between Muslims and 
Christians will have to 
address the conflicts and 
divisions among followers 
of the two religions in Mus- 
lim and Christian countries. 

Prince Hass an. who has 
been working extensively 
against the spread of lslam- 
ophobia in the West, urged 
an end to the misconcep- 
tions that are being promot- 
ed against Islam. 

The Crown Prince called 
for ending the injustice to 
which Muslim residents of 
Western countries are being 
subjected, through judging 
them by the acts of a minor- 
ity of Muslims who do not 
represent Islam or its true 
tolerant and peaceful 
nature. While many Mus- 
lim countries are minimis- 
ing contact with their 
nationals who have emi- 
grated to North American, 
European or other coun- 
tries, Prince H assail said, 
the majority of Western 


states consider their Mus- 
lim residents or nationals 
directly related to their 
original homelands and 
responsible for their acts. 

It is painful to see that 
Muslim residents and 
nationals of Western states 
are often condemned and 
discriminated against for 
the actions of a few extrem- 
ists. said Prince Hasson. 

The seminar is organised 
by the Royal Academy for 
Islamic ' Civilisation 
Research l A1 al Bayi Foun- 
dation). in cooperation with 
the Orthodox Centre of 
Chambesy in Switzerland 
at the initiative of Prince 
Hasson and Metropolitan 
Damaskinos of Switzer- 
land. 

Addressing the opening 
session. President of Al al 
Bayt Foundation Nassered- 
din Al Assad said the Acad- 
emy has organised 1 7 sem- 
inars on Islamic-Christian 
dialogue in cooperation 
with four churches and 
international Christian 
organisations. 


Mr. Assad said “we have 
gone beyond the stage of 
mere dialogue and interac- 
tion with each others to the 
stage where we should 
think of joint projects and 
programmes" 

The Patriarch of Constan- 
tinople stressed the need for 
cooperation and called for 
finding common grounds 
for meetings, understand- 
ing and tolerance. He noted 
that both Islam and Chris- 
tianity* have many things in 
common that can be capi- 
talised upon to advance bet- 
ter understanding and coop- 
eration. 

The president of the 
Orthodox Centre of 
Chambesy in Switzerland 
stressed the need for over- 
coming obstacles and for 
peaceful coexistence at the 
national, regional and inter- 
national levels. 

Taking pan in the MCC 
are more than 40 Muslim 
and Christian scholars from 
Arab :md European coun- 
tries. 


Government plan divides bureaucrats 


(Continued from page 1 ) 

Dr. Majali. 

Referring to “manual labour 
shame" in Jordanian society 
Dr. Majali said “Jordanians 
have been shunning away 
manual work because of cur- 
rent social practices making 
Jordan a country that has the 
highest number of government 
employees in relation to the 
size of its population... we 
bypassed Europe long ago on 
this issue and have now 
bypassed America." 

He said that this dilemma of 
shame associated with mamidl 
labour had been addressed 
thoroughly throughout the 
media, but still needed practi- 
cal measures to overcome it. 

Dr. Majali pointed out that 
Jordan had up to 300.000 guest 
workers in varying sectors 
costing the national treasury 
JD500 million per annum. 

“This amount of money 
could play a significant role in 
supporting the national econo- 


my or could save the treasury 
what will allow it to improve 
income levels of Jordanians.” 
he said. 

“The government is studying 
the foundation of a free zone in 
Aqaba which is to be followed 
by Irbid and other gover- 
noruies as well as the estab- 
lishment of an industrial city." 
Dr. Majali said. 

Yet the prime minister said 
“we have to admit that despite 
the difficulties in executing the 
programme, w e have made 
many achievements which will 
reflect positively on the 
national economy." 

On the issue of foreign 
investment. Dr. Majali said 
that the government is doing 
all it can to attract Arab ami 
foreign capital to invest in Jor- 
danian projects. 

The prime minister 
explained that foreign capital 
seeks a stable and secure cli- 
mate which are available in 
Jordan following the conclu- 
sion of the Jordan-lsrael peace 


treatv. 

“We have laid down legisla- 
tion designed to encourage 
investments hut we believe 
ihdl what has been achieved in 
this respect is not enough and 
we are evening more efforts to 
remove all barriers." noted Dr. 
Majali. 

Referring to the peace 
process he said that peace has 
become a strategic option for 
Jordan. 

“Bui the deadlock in the 
peace process on the Isroeli- 
Syrian and Israeli-Paleslinian 
tracks is adversely affecting us 
to a great extent and slowing 
down the transfer of capital for 
investment in Jordan.” Dr. 
Majali said. Concerning the 
Turkish incursion in Iraq he 
said the disarray in Arab ranks 
has given Turkey an excuse to 
invade northern Iraq. While 
condemning the invasion, he 
said. Jordan calls for diplo- 
matic efforts to settle the issue. 


China defends its sales., 


(Continued from page 12) 

informed Congress that the 
Chinese government had 
sold cruise missiles to Iran, 
enhancing that country’s 
ability to disrupt Gulf ship- 
ping and challenge U.S. 
forces in the region. 

It also suggested that some 
Republican congressmen 
would use the confirmation 
as fresh ammunition to 
oppose renewal of Chin-a’s 
Most Favoured Nation 


(MFN.) trading status. 

Mr. Cui said efforts to 
block MFN renewal by link- 
ing it to other issues" were 
doomed to failure. 

“Some people in the Unit- 
ed States often link MFN 
with unrelated things but in 
the end it has always been 
proved to be a failure.” Mr. 
Cui said. 

“If there's a small group of 
people in the United States 
who want this time to link 
MFN with unrelated issues. 


it could only reach the same 
result." he said. 

MFN gives China the nor- 
mal trade status the United 
States accords all but six 
nations: Afghanistan. Cuba. 
Laos. North Korea. Serbia 
and Vietnam. Iran. Iraq and 
Libya technically enjoy 
MFN status but are subject 
to separate trade embargoes. 

Last month, U.S. President 
Bill Clinton announced a 
plan to renew MFN for 
China for another year 
despite disputes with Bei- 
jing on many issues, notably 
human rights. 
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Study unveils challenges, shows strong 
and weak areas in Jordan’s economy 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Despite the 
improvement in Jordan’s 
foreign trade and the 
decrease of the deficit in the 
balance of payment, the 
Kingdom faces challenges 
that might hamper its per- 
formance in the coming 
years, a study by the 
Amman Chamber of Indus- 
try has indicated. 

The study, made available 
to the Jordan Times, 
showed the challenges aris- 
ing from the economic 
globalisation that requires 
decreasing the protection 
for domestic industries and 
increasing foreign competi- 
tion. The globalisation will 
be felt when Jordan joins 
the World Trade Organisa- 
tion (WTO l and enters into 
partnership with the Euro- 
pean Union in addition to 
the current economic 
restructuring programme as 
all of these steps call for 
lowering tariffs and facili- 
tating the flow of foreign 
goods to the Jordanian mar- 
ket. 

Despite these challenges, 
the study points to positive 
figures in the Kingdom’s 
economy such as the grad- 
ual increase in the growth 


rate, which reached 5.2 per 
cent in 1996, and the 35 per 
cent rise in the Kingdom’s 
foreign reserves at the Cen- 
tral Bank of Jordan (CBJ) 
by the end of 1996 com- 
pared with the 1995 figures. 

The study shows that after 
several years of economic 
“recession" (1988-1991). 
the- Jordanian economy reg- 
istered a 16 per cent growth 
in 1992 that was followed 
by growth ai a rate of six 
per 'cent in the subsequent 
four years. 

It listed among the posi- 
tive signals in 1996 the 
Kingdom's ability to pre- 
serve the value of the 
national currency, the drop 
in the budget's deficit to 4.6 
per cent in relation to the 
gross domestic product 
(GDP) and the increase in 
domestic revenues to 30.4 
per cent in relation to the 
GDP. 

The study said that 
exports increased annually 
at between six per cent and 
26 per cent while imports 
increased by 11 to 29 per 
cent. The result, the study 
added, was the increase in 
exports by 74 per cent 
between 1991-1996 com- 
pared to a 78 per cent rise in 
imports. 

Although the deficit in the 


balance of trade increased 
by 87 per cent in the same 
period, its percentage to the 
GDP dropped from 33 per 
cent in 1991 to 29.2 per 
cent in 1995 but surged 
again in 1996 to 34 per cent 
because of an increase in 
the Kingdom’s imports 
which required a review of 
the economic policies that 
caused the rise at that time, 
the study said. 

The three-page report 
indicated that the domestic 
industry has accounted for 
22 per cent of the GDP and 
employed 150.000 workers 
in about 24,000 factories. 
In 1996. the industry 
accounted for about 90 per 
cent of the Kingdom's total 
exports which reached 
nearly 100 foreign markets. 

While the value of potash, 
phosphate and other 
exports from mining and 
quarrying industries 

reached JD252 million in 
19%, compared with 
JD220 million in 1991, 
exports from other manu- 
facturing industries dou- 
bled from JD316 million in 
1991 to JD69S milli on in 
1995 but declined slightly 
to JD642 million in 1996. 
In other words, the (manu- 
facturing) exports account- 
ed for 52 per cent of the 


total exports in 1991 but 
accounted for 62 per cent 
in 1996. 

The study said the mining 
industry's share in the GDP 
decreased from 4.9 per cent 
in 1991 to 3.1 per cent in 
1996 while the manufactur- 
ing share rose from 13,7 per 
cent to 16.2 per cent in 
1996. 

Regarding Jordan's for- 
eign trade, the study 
showed that 45 per cent of 
the Kingdom’s exports 
went to Arab countries 
compared with 23.3 per 
cent in imports from these 
countries. Imports from the 
European Union were 33 
per cent, nine per cent were 
from the United States and 
34 per cent from other 
countries. 

The study said that there 
are worrying indicators 
such as the higher deficit in 
the balance of trade, rising 
unemployment and high 
foreign debt 

The study stressed that 
private sector and the gov- 
ernment should coordinate 
their efforts to face the 
upcoming challenges, facil- 
itate investment atmos- 
phere in the Kingdom, sup- 
port free trade 'with Arab 
countries and create joint 
ventures between Arab 


Joint projects, cooperation strongly 
stressed at Jordanian-Bahraini seminar 


By Ghalia AJul 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Officials Tues- 
day described trade relations 
between Jordan and Bahrain 
as far below aspirations and 
reiterated the need to 
improve the balance of trade 
between both countries. 

"Our trade with Bahrain is 
far below our ambitions. 
We are looking to. establish 


joint ventures as well as 
explore new opportunities," 
Amman Chamber of Indus- 
try Chairman Kbaldoun Abu 
Hassan told a joint Jordan- 
ian-Bahraini economic sem- 
inar which was held on the 
sideline of a Bahraini trade 
exhibition in Jordan. 

The volume of trade 
between Jordan and Bahrain 
last year reached JD34.4 
million. JD14.1 milli on of 


which were exports to 
Bahrain, while JD20.3 mil- 
lion were imports from the 
Arab Gulf country, said 
Haidar Murad, Chairman of 
the Federation of the Jor- 
danian Chambers of Com- 
merce. 

“There is no doubt that we 
have a big opportunity to 
double these numbers. We 
hope that the Bahraini exhi- 
bition will result in the sigm 


ing of trade and investment 
deals between the private 
sectors in both countries,” 
he added. 

The seminar, which was 
opened by Prime Minister 
Abdul Sal am Majali, dis- 
cussed the economic rela- 
tions between Jordan and 
Bahrain as well as invest- 
ment opportunities in both 

(Continued t^i page 9) 









After three years of 
research, Caltex has com- 
pleted an extensive redefini- 
tion of its international brad- 
ing and today presents a new 
corporate identity-an identi- 
ty which reflects the compa- 
ny’s core values of quality, 
professionalism and ser- 
vices. Along with the 
change in identity, Caltex is 
changing how it does busi- 
ness, focusing on building 


value for customers and 
partners through preeminent 
service and speed of execu- 
tion. 

“ The new identity under- 
scores Caltex commitment 
to Quality, both in our prod- 
ucts and how we do busi- 
ness. objectives recognised 
by our recently receiving the 
Dubai Quality Award “ said 
Phil Garrison, General 
manger of Caltex AlKhalij, 


unveiling the new identity in 
Amman. Caltex AlKhalij is 
apart of die Caltex group of 
companies, owned on a 50 - 
50 basis by Chevron and 
Texaco. “As a joint venture 
itself. Caltex is sensitive to 
the needs of venture partners 
and is concentrating on 
being the partner of choice 
by bringing our reputation 
of reliability and innovation 
to new ventures.” he added 


The familiar Caltex star 
has . remained . basically 
unchanged since .1936, In 
thc new logo, the star is rad- 
ically changed by incorpo- 
rating a modernistic wedge 
on one arm. A new unique 
colour - Caltex Deep Ocean 
Green - is added t (he tradi- 
tional red and white. The 
Caltex is pulled out of the 
star and is set in a new type- 
face. 
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TWO, AND THE SMALL WING 
WAS ON NINE? 


SOMEDAY YOU SHOULD 
LEARN TO TELL TIME. 
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THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Prehistoric 
monument 

11 Off yonder 

15 Some nuts 

16 Cleo’s stream 

17 Add-ons 

18 Golf dub 

19 Fat farm, e.g. 

20 Maneuverable, 
as a ship 

21 Ms. Lauder 

23 With ease 

25 Bergen’s 
Mortimer 

26 Ones elected 

27 Card game akin 
to 21 

30 “Not with — , 
buL..“ 

33 AI and Tipper 

34 Kind 

35 Sole 

36 Mamer of fiction 

37 Erato's sister 

38 West or Murray 

39 Retired Justice 
White 

40 Noisy outbursts 

41 Financial 
records 

43 Container 

44 — treat 

45 Remainder 

49 Game of 
chance 

50 Japanese ship 

51 — Khan 

52 Pro — 

53 Mediator, 
hopefully 

56 Cassini of 
fashion 

57 Ambience 

58 Foundation 

59 Usurers 

DOWN 

1 SROshow 

2 FLcity 

3 Billy of song 

4 River in 
Thailand 

5 Swirling 

6 Mid-Eastern 
porters 

7 Sharpening 
wheel 
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8 Baseball 
number 

9 Gun to a hood 

10 Fragrances 

11 Character from 
“Peer GynT 

12 Emergency 
procedure 
practice 

13 — -vera 

14 Stimp/s pal 

22 Parts of mins. 

24 Eat out 

25 Food wrap 

27 Single-edged 
machetes 

28 1 cannot tell — " 

29 Some fight 
outcomes 

30 — mater 

31 Certain airline 

32 Sljort stories 

33 Waist 
circumference 

36 Relating to 
swooning 

37 Miracle site 

39 Cigarette stub. 

40 Move clumsily 



AH rights reserved. 


42 Temporary 
electric failure 

43 Touch lovingly 

45 BLT word 

46 Kettledrum 

47 Office worker 


48 Circuit courts 

49 Tra — 

50 Family member 
52 Steal 

54 Ike’s command 

55 Discovery word 


7 HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST 

FOR WEDNESDAY, 
JUNE 4, 1997 

By Thomas S. Pierson, 

Astrologer, Carroll 

Righxer Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to- 
April 19) You should nq£ 
try to force your views oh 
anyone today, avoid this,; 
especially, with people in 
positions of power. Don>| 
allow yourself to become 
confused with any carets 
activities which you are 
given without asking ques- 
tions. 

TAURUS: (April 20 fo 
May 20) You should not 
neglect your daily duties 
today or other responsibil- 
ities in order to get 
involved in some recre- 
ation which is really pot 
worthwhile. Later this 
evening will be good. for. 
meeting with dose friends 
for good times. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to 

June 21) You should con- 
centrate on a personal mat- 
ter today, and not allow a 
small business affair take 
up your time. Be loyal to 
your friends whom you 
respect and can be quite 
helpful towards your suc- 
cess in any career activi- 
ties. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) If a 
disagreement develops 

today between a superior 
and a fellow business asso- 
ciate, you should not be 
afraid to stand behind your 
own opinions. Later this 
evening will be good for 
going out on the town with 
your mate. J 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Although you have 
many tasks to complete 
today, it may be a good 
idea to take some lime to 
find the data you need to 
get through them more 
quickly. Later this evening 
will be good for consulting 
with knowledgeable peo- 
ple. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Be veiy 
cautious where finances 
are concerned. Avoid 
expensive entertainments, 
fijttsfarters, and you should 
not get involved in any 
-risky, •ventures. This is a 
good time to go to a 
romantic location with 
your mate. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) If you must 
meet today with a person 
who tends to act rather 
hastily, you should not 
meet in your home. An 
outside meeting would 
prevent any difficulties 
which you are trying to 
avoid as much as possible. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Ignore 
the complaints of a discon- 
tented fellow associate 
today, and follow through 
with your plans just as you 
have arranged them. Later 
this evening will be a good 
time to consult with a big- 
wig with your career activ- 
ities. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nov- 
ember 22 to December 21) 
Forget unimportant practi- 
cal affairs for a while 
today, and concentrate on 
improving a talent you 
possess which can help 
you to be more successfuL 
This evening will be a 
good time to relax with 
your loved ones. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) This 
is not a good time to just sat : 
around today and vegetate, 
as you could miss some- 
great opportunities. Visit 
some good friends later 
this evening and have fun 
at . recreational activities 
which you enjoy. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February 19) Put more 
enthusiasm and energy 
into your activities today, 
and you’ll receive some 
fine benefits. Catch up on 
your correspondence later 
this evening which you 
have neglected and There- 
by gain the respect of a 
bigwig. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) If you get 
involved in a disagreement 
today between a good 
friend and a financial 
expert, you will more than 
likely end up being the 
loser. Later this evening 
will be a good time to stay 
at home with your loved 
ones. 

Birthstone of June: 

PearJ — Moon Stone 
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Business & Finance 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, June 4, 1997 



Commercial, industrial 
and financial ties seen 
cementing relations 
between Jordan, Bahrain 


Industrialists and businessmen (right photo) listen to Prime Minister Majali and other senior Jordanian and Bahraini officials (left photo) during a seminar held Tuesday at 
the Amman Chamber of Industry (Petra photo) 


Jordan Investment and Tourism 
Transport reports JD0.9m loss 

** THE JORDAN Investment and Tourism Trans- 
port Company has formulated a plan to tackle the 
reasons for the losses that were incurred in 1996 and 
to minimise these losses to the lowest possible level, 
board Chairman Raja’i Muasher told the general 
assembly. 

Noting that the company posted a JD899,900 loss 
last year. Dr. Muasher revealed that consultations 
were initiated with other companies to set up a uni- 
fied office to lease tourism buses. 

He explained that the number of tourism buses for 
the three companies operating in the country is far 
in excess of the actual need of the market and that 
has sharpened competition between the companies 
to the extent of reducing prices to unacceptable lev- 
els. 

“We realise that a unified leasing office may lead 
to the cancellation of the identity of companies 
compared to generating the reasonable income,’' 
the chairman indicated. 

He pointed out that the company started towards 
the end of 1996 to lease its buses to official govern- 
ment institutions to be used for transporting partici- 
pants and delegates during national conferences 
and seminars. 

The buses were even leased to tourism offices to 
make touristic trips outside Jordan, such as Syria, 
Lebanon and Turkey and to transport pilgrims to 
Saudi Arabia. 

“Such activities raise the level of operations in low 
tourism months,” Dr. /.Muasher indicated. 

He said that due to the increased demand by' 
tourism offices for medium-size and small buses the 
company will be replacing some of its large buses 
with smaller ones in order to avoid leasing the big- 
ger ones for the price of the small buses. 

Dr. Muasher outlined the future plans by saying 
that the company will not be limiting its activities 
to internal tourism transport but will diversify oper- 
ations to include actual participation in pilgrimage 
seasons and acquiring regular transport routes. . 

Another step will be in securing a large centre for 
maintenance, in agreement with known-companies 
that own a number of vehicles, to conduct necessary 
repairs against a fee. 

The company, which owns 80 different tourism 
buses, had a total of JD2.2 million in current assets 
at the end of 1996 compared to JD1.1 million at the 
end of 1995. Total assets stood at JD11 million 
(JD11J million in 1995). Total shareholders' equity 
increased from JD4.7 million in 1995 to JD6.1 mil- 
lion at the end of 1996. 

At the start of its operations, the company resort- 
ed to borrowing to pay for the buses that were pur- 
chased. As such, the company paid JD660,000 inter- 
est last year in addition to JD262,000 in instalments 
996 (A1 Dustour + Al Ra’ 
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Answer here .* THE 


A TACTIC. 

THE MATTT5E55 
SALESMAN USER 

A 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


lAnsaerc Monday) 

Jumbles: FLOOR PLAID BOTANY RELISH 
Answer: What the player considered the coach's 

request - A TALL ORDER 


MAINTENANCE SERVICES 

Cleaning water wells and tanks. Painting 
and electrical works. Centra! heating, 
swimming pool maintenance and all 
finishings. 

Tel: 846960 


JORDAN TIMES 
TEL: 684311-699634 
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HOUSING SANK CENTER AMMAN - SHKEISANI 
TELEPHONE] 607171 / 607179 

ORGANIZED MARKET SHAKE PBICT LIST TOR TUSEDAY 03/06/1997 


?** T 12 
HICH 

269.000 1 
» 2.240 

6.500 
3.600 
1.210 
2.480 
5-200 
2.950 

1.050 

4.050 
2.000 
3. BOO 

2.050 
1.440 


213.000 

1-680 

4-100 

2.760 

.800 

2.120 

4.250 
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COMPANY'S HAKE 


ARAB BAKE 
JOR. NATIONAL BK. 
CAIRO AMMAN BARE 
BASIC OP JORDAN 
HID. EAST IHV.BK. 
INDUSTRIAL DEV. BE. 
THE BOUSING BE, 

JCR. KUWAIT BANE 
JOR. GULF BAKE 
JOT. ISLAMIC BAKE 
UNION BK.SAV.ISV. 
JOB. INV. nit. BANK 
BEIT.AL-KAL [BEITHA] 
PHZLADEL.XNV.RK, 
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HANK SECTOR TOTALS 
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3.000 2. BOO JORDAN INSURANCE 

2.200 1.B20 ARAB LIFE INSUK. 


INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX t 116.00 *CSGi +0.61 


JOB. ELECTRIC PWR. 

8.4 

5.78 

SHIPPING LINES 

1S.1 

5.00 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 

9 

0.00 

JORDAN INTL.TRAD. 

25.2 

0.00 

AD-DUSTOOR 

20.5 

4.19 

ARAB ZNTL. INV.EDDC- 

7.8 

0.00 

ZARKA EDUCATION 

9 

0.00 

UNIFIED CO. 

0.1 

6.47 

UNION LAND DEV. 
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JOR. PHOSPHATE MUTES 

11.0 

2.51 

8 

7.050 

4.950 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

15.7 

2.96 

1 

10.390 

8.720 

JOR. PETROL. RZFIKARY 

9.6 

8. 93 

13 

3.260 

1.6S0 

INDUSTRIAL CCKM.ACR. 

9 

0.00 

2 

4.000 

3.040 

ARAB PBARM. MAKF. 

10.7 

5.17 

29 

2.070 

1.390 

JOR. PIPES MJUCFCT. 

17.6 

5.63 

2 

1.680 

1.130 

HAFIA INDUSTRIES 

g 

0.00 

1 

5.550 

4.250 

DAR ALDAWA DV.INV. 

12. B 

4.79 

17 

4.550 
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ARAB ALUM.IND. 

7.2 

8.14 

11 

.960 

.450 

LIVESTOCK 6 POULTRY 

10.8 

0.00 ' 

21 

1.320 

1.020 

ARAB PAPER CONV.TRD. 

32.4 

0.00 

2 

.840 

.520 

NATIONAL CKDS. 

g 

0.00 

4 

1.460 

.700 

INTERNED. PETRO.CHEM. 

g 

o.oo 

2 
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.600 

JOR. ROCKWOOL INDS. 

9 

0.00 

2 

2.980 

2.130 

DNXV.CHEM. IHDS. 

18.2 

4.95 

1 

3.730 

2. 130 

NATL. CABLE WIRE.MYXC 

45.7 

0.00 

7 

1.060 

.570 

JOR. SULPHO— CHEK 

9 

0.00 

11 

1.670 

1.120 

ARAB PHARH.CHEM. 

18.5 

4.83 

IS 
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1.410 

UN IV . HODN .'IHDS . 

7. P 

■ .18 - 

3 
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JOR. INDS. RESOURCES 

IS. 5 

, 8.70 

13 

I. GOO 

1.380' 

NATL. CHLORINE 

M.O-.'uovV 

: 4.73 > 

IS 

1.230 

.840 

JOT. " HEW CABLE CO. 

- 16-1 

o.oo 

47 

2.090 

1.510 

EL -EAT READY HEAR 

55-3 

0.00 

9 

1.330 

1.080 

IHTL. TOBACCO 

6-2 

0.00 

37 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 130.13 *CHG: -1.91 


GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 161.11 *CHG: -1. 16 622 488079 
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.740 

.410 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

12. a 

0.00 

28 

59250 

28450 

.50 

.48 

.02- 

.840 

.660 

UNION INV. 50* 

g 

0.00 

11 

16949 

3219 

.69 
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.790 

.370 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

9 

0.00 

37 

143600 

73336 

.54 

.51 

.03- 

.950 

.730 

AL-SHARQ INV. 75* 

9 

0.00 

17 

70450 

3951B 

.BO 

.82 

.02+ 

.950 

.610 

AL-DAKLIYAH 75* 
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9 
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.630 
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6 
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9 
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2 
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10 
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.43 

.02- 

.720 

.480 

NATL. TEXTILE 

9 

0.00 

4 
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.47 

.01- 

.780 

.400 

NATL . MULT. ENG . KAMI CO 

0 

0.00 

72 

185250 
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.57 

.57 


.950 

.900 

READY HIX CONCRETE 

11.1 

0.00 

1 

1000 

920 

.90 

.92 

.02+ 

.950 

.710 

JORDAN STEEL 

33.9 

6.67 

31 

73287 

54711 

.74 

.75 

.01+ 

.730 

.600 

MIDEAST PBARM. 75* 

* 

o.oo 

2 
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.63 

.65 

.02+ 

.760 

.550 
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S 

0.00 

7 
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2101 

.60 
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.600 

.390 

INDS. ENG. 

25.3 

0.00 

4 

3100 

1274 

.43 

.41 

.02- 

.910 

.760 

INDS. CERAMIC 

21.8 

0.00 

7 

11150 
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.83 
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.560 

.360 

I. TEXTILE MANUF. 

9 

0.00 

1 

450 
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.37 
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PEARL SAN. ?. CONV. 

t 

0.00 

2 

76 

43 

■ 57 
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.820 

.590 
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E 

0.00 

2 
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2045 
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1.000 

.810 
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P 

0,00 

13 
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20 
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.69 
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(Continued from page 8) 

countries. Dr. Majali told 
the participants that Lhe 
Kingdom is keen to create a 
suitable investment climate 
through the introduction or 
the amendment of econom- 
ic laws as well as the estab- 
lishment of industrial cities 
geared towards facilitating 
trade and export proce- 
dures. 

Dr. Majali called on the 
Jordanian and Bahraini pri- 
vate sectors to work side by 
side in order to enhance 
economic relations through 
the establishment of joint 
ventures. 

Ati Ben Yusuf Fakhro. 
chairman of the Bahraini 
Chamber of Industry and 
Trade stressed that the 
opportunities io increase 
trade exchange between 
Jordan and Bahrain are 
immense, noting that both 
countries could rely on 
each other's high quality 
industrial products rather 
than seeking foreign mar- 
kets. 

“We could benefit from 
the incentives provideJ by 
the investment laws in both 
our countries. These law* 
could expand the fields of 
investments and help in 
establishing joint economic 
projects." Mr. Fakhro said. 

Industry. Trade and Sup- 
ply Minister Hani Mulki 
said that both countries 
have a good industrial 
experience. However, he 
added, this experience will 
be stronger if both sides 
decide to establish joint 
projects to benefit both 
countries or a third country 
or even at an international 
level. 

Members of the Bahraini 
Chamber of Industry and 
Trade reviewed the incen- 
tives and the facilities that 
their country provides for 
investors. 

Bahraini Chamber of 
Industry and Trade Vice 
President Hassan Moham- 
mad Zein .Al Abideen said 
Bahrain provides the basic 
infrastructure, services and 
required land as well as 
qualified labour force for 
investment projects. 

He added that Bahrain is 


a major financial centre 
which provides financing 
for various projects. 

Projects set up in Bahrain 
enjoy total exemption of 
income tax as well as 
exemptions on imports of 
machinery and equipment, 
.said Mr. 2ein Al Abideen. 

He added that companies 
with 100 per cent foreign 
equity can be set up in 
Bahrain. 

At i he end of ihe seminar, 
participants listed the fol- 
lowing recommendations 
for boosting commercial 
lies between the two coun- 
tries: 

Facilitating the issuance 
of visas to businessmen; 
setting up free zones and 
facilitating iransil services 
to serve neighbouring mar- 
kets: organising exhibi- 

tions; gaining Iront the 
Bahraini experience in the 
financial sector and bene- 
fiting from the privileges 
and exemptions provided 
by the agreement signed 
between both countries in 
1995. 

Also Tuesday, Jordan and 
Bahrain signed an agree- 
ment of cooperation aimed 
ur enhancing iraJc and eco- 
nomic relations as well as 
increasing trade exchange 
between the two countries. 

Linder the provisions of 
the agreement, both sides 
will keep businessmen and 
investors informed of eco- 
nomic and industrial capa- 
bilities in their respective 
countries as well as 
exchange studies and statis- 
tics related to economic 
and trade matters. 

Both sides will also 
exchange information on 
their economic and invest- 
ment laws as well as facili- 
tate procedures and elimi- 
nate trade barriers which 
could hinder die establish- 
ment of any joint projects. 

The two countries also 
agreed to encourage 
exports and" the exchange 
of products and services. 

The need to organise reg- 
ular meetings between the 
members of the chambers 
of industry and trade in 
both countries w’as also 
emphasised in the agree- 
ment 
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Bahrain to give on-the-spot 
visas to boost tourism, business 


MANAMA (AFPi — 
Bahrain has decided to grant 
on-the-spot entry visas in a 
bid to attract more foreign 
tourists and businessmen to 
the Gulf island state . 

Visitors front western 
Europe. Canada. New’ 
Zealand, Australia and Japan 
are now able to obtain a two- 
week visa at entry points into 
Bahrain, interior ministry 


official Rashid Ben Khalifa 
Al Khalifa told local news- 
papers. 

Previously they had to gel 
their visas from Bahraini 
embassies abroad before 
travelling. 

Sheikh Rashid said the 
relaxation of the regulations 
is pan of a government drive 
to promote tourism and trade 
in Bahrain. 


J ordan Marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace 


DAJANI Jewellers. Gems dealers. Unique designs in 18 k Gold . Is a?G t mi * 



Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Rea! 
Estate 

Tel:- 810605-810609 
Fax:- 810520 
Mobile:- 079/30007 




STUDIO HRIG 

Professional quality in 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 
20x30 cm. 


Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Swefffeh Tel: 823891 


FORYOUR 


Advertisement 



Call tel 




JAMAL TRAD & 
REAL ESTATE 


FOR RENT 
VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
Furnished or 
unfurnished 


Tel : 699369 
681279 



AIRPORT EXPRESS 


Modern Air-Conditioned 
Busses Around the CLOCK 
Every 30 Minutes from AbdoS 
to Airport and Back 


Special. Reduced. Fares c? 
.500 Fils ' For Airport Staff 
. and our Frequent Customers 


For Further Details call : 
Airport Branch 08-51 531 
Abdall Branch 653313 



(TOWh HOTEL 




Quality Serviced Suites 


* One & Two Bedrooms • Folly 
.Equipped Kitchenettes • Dally * 
Long Stay ■ Reasona b le Rates 


Sth Circle 

Tel 692672 Fax 67455! 


* OLYMPIC SIZE 
SWIMMING POOL 
' TENNIS & 
SQUASH 
COURTS 


JACUZZI & 

MASSAGE 
FITNESS 
ROOM 

Tat: 7581 BO 
Radio & tv station RD. 


ES for 

RENT 

M: V il'nS 

•b} Apprturuvru s . 

I in .Amman 


For details please oall 

t&ritm 




ADVERTISE IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 


667171 EXT. 223 
OR 

684311 - 699634 
EXT. 42 


667171 ext 223 
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Thrust SSC heats up the desert 
in final week of trial runs in Jordan 


By Roufan Nahhas 

Specfo/ to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The man: 
Richard Noble, current 
holder of the world land 
speed record at I019.25kph 
(633.468mph). 

Objective: to break the 
sound barrier. 

The means: Thrust SSC 
— the first car capable of 
travelling faster than sound. 

The place: A1 Jafr Desert 
— Jordan. 

Speed enthusiasts will 
have the chance to witness 
this daring attempt during 
the team's last week of trials 
here in Jordan before they 
leave for the United States 
for their world record 
attempt. 

After successfully nearing 
833.3 kph <500mph) 

Tuesday morning. Thrust 
SSC is now ready for its 
91 6.66-958. 33kph (550- 
575mph) ground speed runs 
to wrap their final week in 
A1 Jafr. 

Led by Richard Noble, the 
current world speed record 
holder of I019.25kph 
(633.468mph). the team 
arrived at A1 Jafr Air Base 
May 21 for their second 
trial run in Jordan. 

The team started their cur- 
rent run June 1 and had a 
successful attempt of 
444mph. 

Their initial attempt in 
Oct. 1996 was put on halt 
back in November due to 
heavy rains that flooded the 
area. 

The team had 16 days of 
preparation before the first 
run recorded 368kph 
(230mphj on Nov. 12 . 

Maximum subsequent 
speed achieved was 529 kph 
(331 mph) when the car 
exhibited rear wheel shim- 
my (rapid steering oscilla- 
tions). 

Another attempt was 
aborted for the same reason 
later on. . ■ 

By improving the suspen- 
sion system the car was 
ready to run but the floods 
prevented the crucial run. 

The Thrust SSC team will 
leave for England in prepa- 
ration for the 6-week super- 
sonic race against the U.S. 
Spirit of America team 
starting September 2 in the 
Black Rock Desert of 
Nevada. 



Britain's jet-powered Thurst car races across the deserts of A1 Jafr in south Jordan. 
The Thrust team is gearing up for its twin assault on the world land speed record and 
sound barrier in the United States (Reuters photo) 



British Royal Air Force pilot Andy Green (in shorts), driver of Britain's jet-powered 
Thurst car, checks the vehicle with his crew after a run across A1 Jafr desert (Reuters 
photo.) 


Now the car is ready with 
the modifications after the 
fitting of the SPAX dampers 
to control the steering over 
uneven surfaces, and 
changes to the parachute to 
increase high speed stabili- 
ty. 

Driven by British fighter 
pilot Andy Green, Thrust 
SSC weighs 10.2 tonnes, 
has 110,000hp, twin Rolls- 
Royce Spey 202 jet engines, 
hydraulic suspension, active 
computer-controlled ride 
and rear wheel steering 
making it the most powerful 
car ever built 

The team was helped by 
the Jordanian Armed Forces 
in paving the track where 


the attempt is taking place. 

“We would like to express 
our gratitude to His Majesty 
King Hussein, HRH Prince 
Faisal, the Armed Forces, 
Royal Jordanian and all 
those who helped make this 
come true," project manager 
Richard NoJ>le told the . 
Jorddri Times: ' ; *' " ! ! 

He explained that due to 
rising temperatures it 
became critical to run 
Thrust SSC in the early 
hours of the morning, 
because the high tempera- 
tures in the car’s equipment 
bays makes the computer 
power supplies shut down 
as a fail-safe mechanism. 

Noble said the Jordanian 


Air Force have generously 
made available a military 
medical evacuation Super 
Puma Helicopter for a nom- 
inal dail y s um 

The helicopter is flown in 
from Amman on Thrust 
SSC run days and positions 
itself .at the ; , KMg‘ * Faisal 
' ' Airbase’ m’ATJhfr on stand-' 
by alert. 

Pushing themselves to the 
limit, the team is in good 
morale with high hopes of 
achieving higher speeds. 

‘We rise at 3:30 a.m., 
work hard, under the enor- 
mous heat of the desert, but 
the team is totally commit- 
ted to success,” Noble 
added. 




FOR RENT 


FOR RENT 


New 4-bedroom house for rent, furnished or 


Newly built super deluxe, fully furnished villa located 


unfurnished in the prestigious neighbourhood of 


at Tla'a Al-Ali. Suitable for diplomats. Consists of 3 


Dabouq - West Amman, bay windows. 


bedrooms (one is master), two salons, garden. 


fireplace, bright basement, attic-room, red roof. 


garage, telephone and central heating. 


telephone and more. 


Please call 5515641 


Call 5411044 


(From 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. and from 5:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.) 




From Italy 

■ Office & House Furniture. 

■ Available Duty Free. 

tya-mug/no ®*IVANIA 


GEORGE A. ABUZE1D & CO. 

L.t. !i: JokIoI! 5;:fik To! b-oO'35 F'rx: 75520- 


INVITATION FOR 
PRE-QUALIFICATION 

A national development project working in the 
field of small business promotion is planning to 
conduct the following technical assistance 
measures: 

• A research study to assess the real needs 
for income generating projects in rural areas 
using the Participatory Rapid Appraisal 
methodology; 

• A credit policy awareness course for 
decision-makers and loan officers of 
governmental and non-governmenta! 
organisations working in the field of small and 
micro-finance (course design elaboration and 
conducting of training); 

• A consultancy on a fully integrated 
computerised financial system based on the 
current computerised and manual system for 
a governmental organisation working in the 
field of small and micro-finance. 

Please report your interest in one or more of the 
above mentioned subjects In writing (English) 
including a company profile showing previous 
experiences in the relevant fields before June 
12, 1997 to: 

SDP 

P.O. Box 922 708 Amman 11192 


Amman hosts Asian Handball 
Championship starting today 


By Ronfan Nahhas 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The 6th Asian Women’s Handball 
Championship kicks off today at A1 Hussein Youth City's 
Sports Palace with five top teams participating. 

The competitors include titieholders Korea in addition 
to Japan, China, Uzbekistan and Chinese Taipei. 
Kazakhstan declined participation for financial reasons. 

Only the top three teams will qualify to the World 
Championship due to be held in August in Germany. 

The opening ceremony will be held at 5 pjn under the 
patronage of Her Royal Highness Princess Sumayya Bint 
A1 Hasson and will be followed by two matches grouping 
South Korea against Taipei and China against Japan. 

While the Kingdom is hosting the event, the Jordanian 
ream will not take part in the comeptition. However, the 
national team will gain valuable experience watching 
the teams in action and may have the chance to play some 
friendly matches against some of the visiting teams. 


Mariners 
beat Blue 
Jays, A’s 
lose again 

SEATTLE (R) — Randy 
Johnson set down the first 
16 batters in order on his 
way to a brilliant two-hitter 
and Ken Griffey Jr. hit his 
Major League-leading 25th 
homer on Monday as the 
Seattle Mariners blanked 
the Toronto Blue Jays 3-0. 

Johnson (8-1) was perfect 
through the first 5 1/3 
innings before Alex 
Gonzalez punched a single 
to centre. 

The lanky lefty, nick- 
named the big unit finished 
with nine strikeouts and 
three w alks and nearly cele- 
brated his second career no- 
hitter on the anniversary of 
his first no-hit gem. 

Battery-mate Wilson said 
Johnson, who no-hit ^rhe 
Tigers on June 2, 1990, had 
everything^ going for him. 

“He threw hard, he was 
able to locate on both sides 
of the plate,” Wilson said. 
“Once again he had a great 
slider tonight. Mentally, 
physically he was in tune 
tonight.” 

Griffey gave Johnson all 
the support he needed in the 
first inning when he sent the 
first pitch from Luis 
Andujar (0-1) over the cen- 
tre-field wall. 

“He (Johnson) didn’t 
make many mistakes, he 
was as good as be could 
possibly be and just about 
pitched himself a no- hit- 
ter," Toronto Manager Cito 
Gaston said. “When you 
beat him, you're going to 
have shut them down and 
junior's homer solved that.” 

Griffey became the sec- 
ond-fastest to reach 25 
homers in a season, reach- 
ing the mark in 56 games to 


The championship is sponsored by the Asian Handball 

F toto°Televisior, will transmit alive coverage of the 
and there will also be free adrmttanee to the 
matches as a step to encourage more people to watch the 

game. 

Schedule of matches 

: - . (At 4 .30 p-Jn. and 6.15 p.m .) 


■Thursday 5/6 
Friday 676 
Sunday 7/6 
Monday 8/6 


Uzbeki5tan+ Jap3n 
Korea + China 
Taipei + China 
Uzbekistan + South Korea 
Japan + South Korea 
Taipei + Uzbekistan 
China + Uzbekistan 
Japan + Taipei 



New York Yankees pitcher David Wells throws against the Boston Red Sox in second 
inning action at Boston’s Fenway Park. Wells gave up two runs in seven innings to 
lead his team to a 4-2 victory (Reuters photo) 


trail only Babe Ruth, who 
hit 25 in 55 games in 1928. 

In. .. Milwaukee, rookie 
Mike. Cameron’s tworout, 
twq^xunStfeu b Ie in the top of~ 
toe ninth inning snapped a 
“5-5 tie and helped the 
Chicago White Sox avoid a 
four-game sweep with an 8- 
5 win over the Milwaukee 
Brewers. 

Chicago scored three in 
the eighth inning to tie the 
game and three in toe ninth 
to clinch it off Brewers clos- 
er Doug Jones (3-2). 

Belle went O-for-3 with 
two walks, snapping his 27- 
game hiding streak, toe 
longest in toe majors this 
season. The streak tied him 
with Luke Appling (in 
1936) for toe longest in 
White Sox history. 

Bill Simas (3-0) got one 
batter out in the eighth for 
the win, while Roberto 
Hernandez picked up his 
11th save. 

At Texas. Ivan Rodriduez 
and Warren Newson each 
homered and drove in two 
runs to back the pitching of 


Darren Oliver as toe Texas 
Rangers pounded out 18 
hits.^ an 8-0 romp over toe 
Minnesota Twins. » ... : 
"“Oliver (4-6) stifled ' the 
twins on five hits and one 
walk through eight innings 
to win for just toe second 
time in six starts. 

Loser Brad Radke (4-5) 
was tagged for four runs 
and 13 hits over six innings. 

In Boston, David Wells 
held toe Red Sox down for 
seven innings and Paul 
O'Neill had three hits, 
including a run-scoring 
double that snapped a sev- 
enth-inning tie to lift the 
New York Yankees to a 4-2 
victory over the Boston Red 
Sox. 

In Oakland, Bob Hamelin 


home red and knocked in 
three runs and Deivi Cruz 
hit his first major-league 
homer as toe Detroit Tigers 
held on for an 8-7 win over 
toe .Oakland Athletics. 

Brian Moehler (4-4) was 
toe winner and Steve 
Karsay ( 1-6) toe loser. 

The Athletics' rallied for 
two runs in toe bottom of 
the ninth before Doug 
Brocail got toe final out for 
the save. 

Mark McGwire hit his 
2 1 st homer of the season 
and 350th of his career in 
the second inning for 
Oakland. 

In Baltimore, rain forced 
postponement of the 
Orioles’ game against toe 
Cleveland Indians. 


American League 


NY Yankees 

5 

Boston 

2 

White Sox - 

8 

Milwaukee 

5 

Texas ; ; 

8 

Minnesota 

0 

Detroit 

8 

Oakland 

7 

Seattle 

3 

Toronto 

0 

Cleveland at Baltimore 

— Postponed-Rain 



Jordan Phosphate Mines 
Co. Ltd. 


Announces The Invitation To Tender 
No. 27F/97 

JPMC announces the invitation to bid No. 
27F/97 for the supply of: 

((V-Belts & Transmission Belts)) 

The tender documents are available at JPMC 
offices in Amman, Supply Department, until 2:00 
p.m. local time Monday 23rd June, 1997. 

Application for documents should be 
accompanied by a non-refundable fee of JD(15) 
for each set of tender documents. 

The closing date for submitting bids is 12:00 
hours local time Monday 30th June, 1 997 

Sameh Madani 

Managing Director 


National League 


Florida 
■ San Diego 
Montreal 
Chi Cubs 
Houston 
Colorado 


4 

5 
10 
3 
2 
Ti 


San Francisco 
Atlanta 
NY Mets 
Pittsburgh 
Los Angeles 
St Louis 


Cmcmnali at Philadelphia — Postponed-Rain 


FOR RENT 

fimTuha»l=? e fo a !l« entS wfth 0arden - nice| y located in 
Um Uthayna.1st-2nd floor apartment with lift in Shmeisani. 

Top fioor apartment from a villa, nicely located in 

* 4 bedrooms - A " ot them are very 
well furnished, having separate utilities, independent 

telephone lines, video, TV and satellite. P 

— ^P r more^ information please call ftfian? 


La Maison (46) 

Furnished Apartment 

Fully equipped super deluxe furnished 
apartments for rent in Abdoun. 3 bedrooms 3 

baths in each apartment, satellite, telephone and 
recreation room available. pnone and 

Please call: 079-23311 
866283/84 (9;30-5:nn 


H 

◄ 

5! 

P 

O 

H 


T CINEMA TEL:634144 'XA CINEMA TEL:634144 X 7* CINEMA 

PHILADELPHIA u l" Jy PHILADELPHIA *2" 


Diane Keaton, Goldie Hawn 
& Bette Midler ... in 

THE FIRST 
WIVES CLUB 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


ja 


BALTO 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15 

DANTE’S PEAK 

Shows: 8:30, 10:30 


A 

^ 


TEL:699238 

PLAZA 


\/ Cinema 


(owner) 

p.m.) 


Antonio Banderas.... in 

TOO MUCH 

Shows: 12:30, 3:15. 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

101 DALMATIANS 

Show: 5:00 p.m. only 


.A 


THL:677420 

CONCORD 




CONCOHD 

Winner of 9 Oscars 

THE ENGLISH PATIENT 

Shows: 12:00, 3:00, 6:00, 9:00 

CONCORD »2 W 

Michael Jordan. ..in 

SPACEJAM 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00 


X Kabil & Hisham's Theatre^ 

TEL: 625155 


The actors are 
on annual leave 

The theatre will 
reopen July 2, 1997 






I 


I 
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French Open 

Graf beaten by Coetzer; 
battling Seles goes through 

Kuerten upsets Kafelnikov as Dewulfwins 


PARIS (Agencies) — 
Defending champion Steffi 
Graf crashed out of the 
French Open, beaten in 
straight sets bv Amanda 
Coetzer in the quarterfinals 
Tuesday. 

Coetzer beat Graf for the 
third time this year. Graf, a 
five-time champion at 
Roland Garros, failed to 
make the semifinals for the 
first time since 1986. 

Triple-champion Monica 
Seles beat twelfth-seeded 
fellow- American Mary Joe 
Fernandez to reach the 
women’s semi-finals when 
she scored a 3-6, 6-2. 7-5 
victory in 2hrs OSrains. 

The 1990, 199] and 1992 
champion and third-seed, 
now takes on either Swiss 
world number-one Martina 
Hingis or last year’s nmner- 
^ .up Arantxa Sanchez- Vic- 
-+ ario of Spain. 

Hard-hitting Gustavo 
Kuerten became the first 
Brazilian player to reach a 
Grand Slam semi-final in 
the Open era here on Tues- 
day when he defeated 
champion Yevgeny Kafel- 
nikov 6-2, 5-7, 2-6, 6-0, 6-4 
in 2hrs 30mins in a quarter- 
final dash at the French 
Open. ^ 

Kuerten, 20, now plays-. 
Belgian qualifier Fihp 
Dewulf for a place in Sun- 
day's final. 

Dewulf earlier beat Mag- 
nus Norman of Sweden 6-2, 
6-7 (2/7), 6-4, 6-3. 

Undone by a slew of 
unforced errors, Graf lost 6- 
1, 6-4 to the llth-seeded 
South African, who has w 
become Graf’s nemesis.,/ ij!,.' 

“1 don’t seem to have. pay... 
.confidence,” Graf said. “It 
!\.V?was a terrible match. I felt 
uncomfortable, I couldn’t 
Find my shots ” Coetzer 
beat Graf at the Australian 
Open and then handed the 
No. 2 in the world the worst 
defeat of her career when 
she beat her 6-0, 6-1 at the 
German Open last month. 
Coetzer reached the first 
Grand Slam semifinal of 
her career. 

“It was very tough in the 
last few games. She was 


starting to play better the 
last few points, I felt lucky 
to win the last point.” Coet- 
zer said. 

Of the 78 points Coetzer 
won in the one hour, 32- 
minute match, 64 came on 
unforced errors by Graf, 
who won the tournament 
the last two years. 

“I was very nervous. I 
started off making a lot of 
mistakes, l was unsure of 
my shots,” said Graf, win- 
ner of 21 Grand Slam titles. 
The match was interrupted 
for 45 minutes by rain with 
Coetzer up 3-1 in the sec- 
ond set. But the delay did 
not help Grafs game. 
“Even during the break I 
didn't find a positive atti- 
tute," she said. 

‘‘The state I am in at the 
moment, J dont’ seem to 
have any self-confidence, I 
don’t find the patience and 
belief in my shots,” Graf 
said. 

In a match between 
Dewulf and Norman, two 
unseeded players, the turn- 
ing point came late in the 
third set, Norman wasted 
four break points and 
received a warning for 
smashing his racket to the 
ground. 

Norman dropped his 
serve in the next game to 


fall behind 5-4 and he never 
recovered. Dewulf served 
out the set and cruised 
through the last one, clinch- 
ing the match on a forehand 

winner. 

Dewulf, No. 124 in the 
world, set a personal and 
Belgian Grand Slam best 
by reaching the semifinals. 

“I started thinking that I 
could make the semifinals 
at Roland Garros and I felt 
that perhaps it wasn’t my 
place. I got a little bit afraid 
and perhaps that’s why I 
lost the second set,” Dewulf 
said. 

Only two qualifiers previ- 
ously have reached the 
semifinals of Grand Slam 
tournament in the Open era, 
both in 1977, Bob Giltinan 
at the Australian Open and 
John McEnroe at Wimble- 
don. 

At least two unseeded 
players will be in the semi- 
finals. 

Iva Majoli reached the 
first Grand Slam semifinal 
of her career when she beat 
doubles partner Ruxandra 
Dragomir 6-3, 5-7, 6-2 in 
the women’s quarterfinals. 

The seventh-seeded Croa- 
tian collapsed to the ground 
with relief after the two- 
hour, 23-minute battle and 


while she lay on her back, 
Dragomir slowly somer- 
saulted over the next and 
lay next to her. Then they 
got up and walked away 
with their arms around each 

other. Dragomir was the 
only unseeded player in the 
women’s quarterfinals. 

“I was really exhausted, 
she was chasing every 
ball," Majoli said. 

Serving for the match at 
5-3 in the second set, 
Majoli squandered one 
march point and dropped 
her serve. 

Dragomir saved two more 
match points in the next 
and won four straight 
games to force a third set. 

Majoli went up 5-2 and 
Dragomir received treat- 
ment for a groin injury dur- 
ing the changeover. 
Although Dragomir was 
visibly hampered by the 
injury, Majoli needed three 
more match points before 
putting it away with a vol- 
ley. 

On the men’s side, no 
player has been able to 
establish his mark on clay 
so far this year and the 
trend has held true, with six 
unseeded players reaching 
the quarterfinals, a Grand 
Slam record. 



Iva Majoli of Croatia (L) and Ruxandra Dragomir of Romania lie on the court after 
their quarter-final of the French Open at Roland Garros stadium, June 3. After 
Majoli defeated Dragomir 6-3, 5-7, 6-2 , they congratulated each other and lie on the 
court to show that they were exhausted (Reuters photo) 


Hill says oversteer maybe killed Senna 


IMOLA (Rj — Formula One 
world champion Damon Hill 
told a court on Monday that 
oversteer might have caused 
the crash that killed Brazilian 
,-J^yrton Senna at the San 
yp 'Marino Grand Prix in 1994. 

The Briton, who was num- 
ber two driver to Senna in die 
Williams racing team at the 
time of the accident, dis- 
missed prosecution charges 
that the accident was caused 
when the three-rimes world 
champion's steering column 
snapped. 

Commenting on video 
footage taken from a camera 
on Senna's car seconds 
before the accident at Imola's 
Tambnrello bend. Hill told 
the court; “My own feeling is 
dial the car looks to be over- 
steering.’’ 

As the court watched the 
same film on a hi-tech com- 
puter screen, Hill explained: 
“There are two distinct times 
where the car looks to be 
oversteering and that the 
-?/bering wheel is exactly the 
that I would expect to 
see to correct oversteer.” 

Hill was testifying as a 
prosecution witness at the 
manslaughter trial of former 
Irani chief Frank ■Williams 
and five other defendants at 
hnola. near the track where 
Senna's car crashed into a 
. wall at 200 kph on May 1, 
1994. 

Asked whether the appar- 
ent oversteer in the Brazil- 
ian’s car was due to low tyre 
pressure or the state of the 
Imola track. Hill replied: 
“You cannot separate the 
two.” 

“My idea looking at it is 
that ihe.car seems to over- 
^^ eer when it crosses the 
.gj./iace on the circuit where 


there are some marks.” 

Hill’s comments appeared 
to support the Williams 
defence lawyer Oreste 
Dominioni’s claims in March 
that Senna's death may have 
been due to “anomalies in the 
asphalt" of the track. 

Imola’s circuit manager 
Giorgio Poggi. race director 
Roland Bruynseraede and 
track director Federico 
Bendinelli are also on trial, 
charged with allowing the 
1994 San Marino Grand Prix 
to take place on a dangerous 
track. 

Hill said be reached his 


conclusion about oversteer 
after replaying the footage 
with engineers at William’s 


Didcot headquarters in Eng- 
land less than a week after 
the tragedy. 


Pearls International 

of Canada 

Call US !!! 

For Your Immigration To Canada 
For Your Investments In Canada 
Reliably Yours ... 


Tel. 614874 ; Telefax 61 4873 


LYONNAISE DES EAUX GROUP 

A French private group specialised in the production 
and distribution of water and waste water collection 
and treatment services, involving a network of 
autonomous companies. The pooling of our 
technical, financial and human resources has made 
our group a world leader in the water industry. 

We wish to announce the registration in Amman of 
our regional office for Middle East and North Africa. 
Our group key figures are: 20 billion USD of turnover, 
120,000 employees, and we serve 69 million 
inhabitants in more than 80 countries (including 14 
million in France). 

Our address in Jordan is: 

P.O. Box 941619 - Amman 11194 
Tel: 06-602 161 / 602 169 
Fax: 06-602 172 






Steffi Graf of Germany wipes her face during her 
match against Amanda Coetzer of South Africa 
(Reuters photo) 


Filip Dewulf of Belgium raises his arms in victory after 
winning his match at the French Open against Magnus 
Norman of Sweden 6-2 6-7 6-4 6-3 (Reuters photo) 


What they’re saying at the Roland Garros 


• “If he plays like he did against me he will kill Bruguera. He will kill anybody playing like that...” — seventh- seed 
Marcelo Rios of Chile after crashing out by Morocco's Hicham Arazi. 

• “I consider myself 100 per cent Moroccan. It's a beautiful country. I’m proud of being Moroccan..." — surprise 
men’s singles quarter-finalist Hicham Arazi who was bom in Casablanca and grew up in France. 

• ‘Unfortunately time is running quickly. I feel I’m one of the oldest players on the Tour.” — the 29-year-old Czech 
player Petr Korda. 

■ •‘Maybe he needs glasses or something...” — Spain’s twice-champion Sergi Bruguera. irritated by the constant 
queiying of line-calls by Michael Chang. 

• “I couldn’t sleep good. I dream like five times I lose the match...’’ — Brazilian Gustavo Kuerten whose unfin- 
ished fourth-round match against Andrei Medvedev had to be resumed at 2-2 in the final set the next morning. 


■ “To me it's OK. When a player wears such bright clothes I always know where he is on court...” — Michael 1 
Chang, commenting on the controversial ‘yellow-and-blue’ football-style strip being worn by Brazilian Gustavo 
Kuerten. 

• Monica too quick on the drawl: Interpreters woiking on post-match interviews at Roland Garros have drawn up 
their own ‘world rankings’ for the verbal capabilities of star players. Bilingual Diane Medicin, who has been Trans- 
lating since the days of John McEnroe... says Chile's Marcelo Rios and women’s triple champion Monica Seles of the 
United States give her the most problems. Of Rios she says: “He doesn't articulate his words. And he speaks very : 
quietly in English and Spanish alike. Fortunately he doesn't speak for very long!” And of Seles, Medecin says: Mon- ; 
ica Seles speaks at machine-gun speed. It’s a job to keep up with her!” World No. Is Martina Hingis and Pete Sam- j 
pras are npt easy either. Happy Hingis “laughs a lot when she speaks” and ‘‘doesn’t yet speak English that well,” while i 
jSampras “use^arlot of New York slang.” Deferidm&champions Steffi Graf and Yevgeny Kafelnikov get highesi marks 
for fneir delivery. “Steffi’s English is very clear. Arid Kafelnikov is a sheer delight-" 

• Rocker Dewulf: Shock men’s singles quarter-finalist Filip Dewulf likes to get away from it all when he is not on ; 
court pursuing his dream of becoming the first Belgian to reach a Grand Slam final. A keen rock fan. he will go to ; 
almost any lengths to get to a concert — even slap bang in the middle of a tournament. “Once during a tournament 
in Belgium, 1 only had the doubles left to play and I discovered a big festival of ‘alternative’ rock was Taking place 
just a few hours away by car with my favourite band, the smashing pumpkins, headlining the event. 

• ‘Black sheep’ Blanco: “It's the worst thing that has ever happened to me." Galo Blanco was the last member of 

the “Spanish armada” supposed to get to the men’s singles quarter-finals at the French Open. But the 20-year-old dis- 
covery, coached by Uruguayan Enrique Perez, deserves a little success as he hasn’t had an easy ride trying to estab- . 
lish himself ahead of the likes of Alex Corretja, Carlos Moya and Albert Costa. Blanco beat Moya in the 1994 Span- 
ish juniors final but it was Moya who made the big breakthrough — signing a contract with Nike. Respected coach • 
Javier Duarte then took Blanco into a group which included 1994 French Open finalist Alberto Berasategui. But when ; 
current Spanish number-one Alex Corretja joined the band, Blanco was again left on the outside looking in. He sur- ! 
faced again by winning in Prague, beating new Brazilian sensation Gustavo Kuerten, and he now plays Australia’s . 
Patrick Rafter for a place in the semifinals. ’ 1 

• ‘Polite’ Jensens: Eccentric American tennis brothers Luke and Murphy Jensen may send shivers down the spines | 
of traditionalists with their wacky ideas, such as bringing hard rock music to punctuate their tournaments. Bui they • 
can’t be faulted when it comes to old-fashioned good manners on court. They remain the favourites of the ball boys 
and ball girls here — never forgetting to thank them with a “please” and “thank you” everytime they are Tossed a ball. : 


Furnished Apartment For Rent 
in Wadi Saqra 

Two bedrooms, one living room, sitting 
room, salon and two bathrooms. Telephone 
is available. 

If interested, please call 
Tel: 612457 or 5510677 


Due To Travelling 
Car For Sale 

Norwegian family wishes to sell a Mitsubishi 
Pajero 1988, in excellent condition with full 
options. For JD1 8,000, in cash. 

Tel. 813970 


The British Council 


Language Centre 


SUMMER SCHOOL 


Very Young Learners (6-8 years ) 
Young Learners ( 9 -12 years ) 
Teenagers (13-16 years ) 

Study English with INTERNET ACCESS 

as part of our programme 


Arabic for Foreigners 


Testing & Registration Wednesday 4 June 12 - 5 pm 
and Thursday 5 June 2 - 6 pm Course starts 7 June 

for further information please contact 
Telephones: 636147 , 636148 betweenlliOQ & 6:00 pm 
Fax : 656413, Internet; DT0@BC*AMMAN. sprinL com 
' Nets under “ErCommunity. The British Council” 

Registered In England as a cbsrlty no. 209131 


Consulting Services required 
Project title: 

Demand Side Management 

Within the framework of supraregionai technical 
cooperation the Deutsche Gesellschaft fur 
Technische Zusammenarbeit (GTZ) is implementing 
a research and development project on Demand 
Side Management (DSM). The overall objective of 
this project is the development and implementation 
of a demand-side management concept that can be 
used as a blue print for future DSM projects within 
the framework of bilateral technical cooperation. 

In this context consulting services are required to 
achieve the following objectives: 

• To analyse the institutional and regulatory 
framework of the energy sector in Jordan: 
organisation, procedures, the energy law and 
main actors in energy planning in Jordan. 

- To analyse the structure and development of 
the electricity supply sector. 

• To analyse the structure and development of 
electricity end-use. 

• To identify technical and economic potentials for 
energy efficiency improvements in electricity 
end-use and for load management. 

• To evaluate past experience in Jordan with 
respect to DSM. energy conservation and 
energy efficiency. 

• To outline conclusions which critical issues the 
electricity sector should focus upon in order to 
render DSM activities more effective. 

• To recommend definite measures to be 
implemented within the small industrial and 
commercial consumer groups to affect DSM 
objectives. 

Further detailed Terms of Reference of the 
consulting services required are available at 
GTZ-Office Amman, Issam Ajlouni Str. 8, 
Shmeisani, P.O. Box 926238. Amman 11110, 
Tel.: 667021. 

Deadline for submission of offers: June 12, 
1997, 14:00 p.m. 
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Jury finds Gulf war veteran Egypt to make first foray into 

guilty of U.S. terror bombing S!!“- 



DENVER (AFP) — 
Timothy McVeigh, a deco- 
rated Gulf war veteran 
turned anti -government mil- 
itant. could face the death 
penalty after a jury found 
him guilty of the deadliest 
terrorist act earned out on 
U.S. soil. 

The 29-year-old former 
army sergeant with boyish 
good looks and a deep 
hatred of the U.S. govern- 
ment could face the death 
penalty following his con- 
viction Monday on all 11 
counts in connection with 

the Oklahoma City bomb- 
ing two years ago. in which 
1 6S died — including eight 
federal agents — and more 
than 600 were injured. 

The seven men and five 
women jurors will decide 
on a sentence after hearing 
further testimony in federal 
court when the penalty 
phase of the trial opens on 
Wednesday. 

McVeigh pleaded not 
guilty to detonating a two- 
tonne fertiliser bomb out- 
side the nine-story Alfred P. 
Murrah federal building in 
downtown Oklahoma City 
on April 19. 1995. 

He entered the courtroom 
smiling and chatting to his 
attorneys but remained 
impassive when the verdict 
was read out. 

Relatives of the victims 
responded with tears of joy. 
hugging and clutching each 
other outside the courtroom 
where U.S. district court 



Artist drawing of an impassive Timothy McVeigh, the decorated Gulf war vet- 
eran convicted Tuesday by a grand jury on 11 counts related to the Oklahoma 
City bombing resulting in the deaths of 168 people including 19 children and 8 
federal agents (Photo by AFP) 


Judge Richard Matsch had 
banned ceiebrations. 

McVeigh's family issued 
a brief statement saying that 
despite the guilty’ velrdict, 
“we still love him and 
intend to stand by him no 
matter what happens." 
Cheers and applause greet- 
ed lead Prosecutor Joseph 
Hartzler as he left the court- 


house where McVeigh was 
convicted of conspiracy, 
using a weapon of mass 
destruction, destruction of 
federal property, and first 
degree murder of eight fed- 
eral law enforcement offi- 
cials. 

Mr. Hartzler praised the 
families of victims “for 
their patience and dignity 


throughout this long 
ordeal." 

“We’re obviously very 
pleased with the result," he 
said. “We’re ready to move 
on to the next stage." 

U.S. President Bill 
Clinton said in a statement 
that the courage of the fam- 

(Con tinned on page 7 ) 


Barak sweeps Labour Party elections 

Barak will continue in the way of Rabin - Leah 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — 
Israel’s ex-army chief Ehud 
Barak swept in as new 
leader of the opposition 
Labour Party alter elections 
pn Tuesday T , according to 
public television projec- 
tions. 

Mr. Barak, a leader of 
Labour's right wing, 
obtained 57 per cent of the 
vote in the ballot to find a 
successor to Shimon Peres 
and lead the party into the 
next national elections due 
in 2000. the television said. 

Almost 100,000 of the 
party’s 167.000 members 
cast their ballots in an elec- 
tion marking the handover 
of power from the founding 
fathers of the party and the 
Jewish state to a new gener- 
ation of leaders. 

Mr. Peres. 73. announced 
that he would not run for 
reelection as Labour chair- 
man after being defeated a 
year ago by right-wing 
nationalist leader Benyamin 
Netanyahu in Israel’s first 
direct election of a prime 
minister. 

Like Mr. Netanyahu a 
hard-liner on security 
issues. Mr. Barak, 55, 
claims to be the onlv 


Labour politician capable 
of beating the right at the 
ballot box. 

Recent surveys indicate 
that if elections were held 
today, the Labour politician 
would triumph. 

His main rival, Yossi 
Beilin, 49, an outspoken 
dove who was Mr. Peres’ 
right-hand man in negotiat- 
ing the Oslo peace accords 
with the Palestinians, 
obtained 29 per cent of the 
party vote according to the 
television estimates. 

Shlomo Ben-Ami, 53, an 
eloquent history professor 
campaigning to represent 
Israel's Sephardic commu- 
nity of north African and 
Asian Jews, garnered 1 1 per 
cent while 53-year-old for- 
mer health minister 
Ephraim Sneh gained four 
per cent, the television said. 

Under Labour Party rules, 
Mr. Barak needed at least 
40 per cent of the party 
votes to win. Official results 
were expected on 
Wednesday morning. 

During his brief political 
career — he only joined the 
Labour Party two years ago 

(Continued on page 7) 



Ehud Barak, the new leader of the Labour Party casts his 
vote during party elections, Tuesday (Photo by AFP) 


France’s Jospin and Juppe hold 
brief handover of premiership 


Cairo (afp> — Egypt is 
developing a space drill 
named after an ancient God, 
which will be used on the 
Russian exploration craft 
Marsokhod to find out if 
there is life on Mars. 

“I think we will call the 
drill Kheper (the Pharaonic 
name for Scarab), God of 
ancient Egypt, a symbol of 
eternity and good luck," 
said Mossalem Shaltut, of 
the National Research 
Institute of Astronomy and 
Geophysics in Cairo. 

The Egyptian Ministry of 
Scientific Research signed 
an agreement with the 
California-based planetary 
society in September and 
with the Russian Institute of 
Space Research, Mr. 
Shaltut said. 

Under the agreement 
Egypt will design and make 
a space drill estimated to 
cost $3 million and to be 
used on a flight scheduled 
for 2001. he added. 

“A five-kilogramme (11- 
pound) prototype will be 
tested in A1 Owe mat, in the 
western desert, on the bor- 
der with Sudan and Libya,” 
Mr. Shaltut said. 

‘The nature of the ground 
there is like die one on 


Mars. Like Mars there are 
also sand storms and arid 
valleys there " he added. 

Mr. Shaltut said informa- 
tion obtained to date from 
Mars probes indicate that 
there is water under a layer 
of ice which in turn is cov- 
ered by sand, small rocks 
and limestone. 

“The space probe can drill 
three to four metres down to 
remove a sample of water. 
The American space probes 
Viking One and Viking Two 
which were used in 1975 
were only able to dig 10 
centimetres deep and could 
not reach water level," Mr. 
Shaltut said. 

Mr. Shaltut said this 
would be the first time 
water samples have been 
taken to determine if there 
is life on Mars. 

“The drill will be put in 
the Marsokhod, a Russian 
spacecraft and the equip- 
ment will take off from 
Cape Canaveral in 2001,” 
Mr. Shaltut said. 

He said he hoped the suc- 
cess of this project will 
pave the way for the cre- 
ation of an Egyptian space 
agency to help built 
telecommunications satel- 
lites instead of buying them 


from abroad. 

“Egypt has had since 
1963 an astronomic obser- 
vatory, one of the worlds 

largest reflector-telescopes 

which has a 74-inch diame- 
ter and helped in 1930 in 
the discovery of Pluto, he 

said. . . 

A space agency would 
help bring back home SO 
per cent of Egyptian satel- 
lite experts who are current- 
ly working in Europe or the 
United States and bolster 
national security in the face 
of Israeli satellites, he 
added. 

The planetary society, 
with which Egypt signed 
the agreement to develop 
the drill, is a non-govern- 
ment space organisation 
which claims 100,000 
members across the world. 
It works closely with 
Russian, French and U.S. 
space agencies to test 
explorations on Mars. 

The society has conducted 
tests on the Russian space 
robot and has co-sponsored 
with the United Nations and 
the European space agency 
workshops in several devel- 
oping nations such as 
Egypt, Pakistan and 
Mexico. 


China defends its sales of 
conventional arms to Iran 


BEUING (R.) — China 
Tuesday defended what it 
called transfers of small 
amounts of conventional 
weapons to Iran, describing 
them as appropriate and 
legal. 

“Our... engagement with 
other countries, including 
Iran, in small amounts of 
conventional weapons is 
totally appropriate and 
legal,” Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Cui Tiankai told 
a news briefing. 

“Regarding the transfer of 
conventional weapons, 
including missiles, China 
has adopted a long-standing 
altitude of prudence and 
responsibility,” Mr. Cui said 
when asked about reports of 


Chinese sales of anti-ship 
missiles to Iran. 

Mr. Cui said any sale 
should not harm the peace, 
security and stability of a . 
region. It should also 
strengthen the defence of 
the country involved but not 
exceed its needs. 

China in general notified 
the United Nations of 
exports of conventional 
weapons, Mr. Cui said. He 
gave no further details. 

The United States 
imposed a trade and invest- 
ment ban on Iran in June 
1995, accusing it of spon- 
soring terrorism, a charge 
that Tehran denies. 

Iran opposes die U.S. mil- 
itary presence in the Gulf 


and says Washington falsely 
accuses Tehran of expan- 
sionism in the region to 
scare its Gulf Arab allies 
into buying more U.S. 
weaponry. 

Last November, the 
Washington Tunes quoted 
the U.S. Central 
Intelligence Agency as say- 
ing China recently sold Iran 
missile technology, 

advanced radar components 
and nearly 400 tonnes of 
chemicals used to produce 
nerve agents. 

The Washington Post’s 
news service reported this 
week that the U.S. State 
Department had officially 

(Continued on page 7) 


Algiers shuts schools, tightens 
security two days before ballot 


ALGIERS (R) — Algerian 
authorities Tuesday ordered 
some schools closed and 
told residents to report sus- 
picious packages and cars to 
try to staunch bloodshed 
from Islamist rebel bombs 
ahead of a general election 
Thursday. 

In a statement published 
by local newspapers, the 
Interior Ministry urged citi- 
zens to show “extreme cau- 
tion” and report suspect cars 
or packages to the security 
forces. 

Bombs blamed on Muslim 
guerrillas have killed at 
least 22 people and wound- 
ed more than 120 in the past 
three days in Algiers, home 
to between three and four 
million people. 

A1 Khabar newspaper said 
some of those wounded by a 


bomb in a crowded market 
in Bab El-Oued district in 
Algiers Monday had since 
died, raising the death toll 
toll. Security forces said 
shortly after the blast that 
seven people were killed. 

The authorities ordered 
Algiers schools to suspend 
classes for young students 
as of midday Tuesday until 
Saturday. Le Matin newspa- 
per attributed the order to 
"extreme tension” in the 
capital. 

Earlier, the Interior 
Ministry said all weekly 
markets were to close from 
Monday night to Friday. It 
also banned all large trucks 
from the roads during the 
same period and smaller 
trucks and petrol tankers 
between Wednesday and 
Friday. 


Islamist rebels have in the 
past used explosive-laden 
trucks and pickups to attack 
government and civilian tar- 
gets. 

Thousands of troops were 
expected to deploy in 
Algiers as part of a huge 
operation to protect polling 
stations ahead of voting. 

Liberte daily said security 
forces killed 1 1 guerrillas in 
several clashes in the capital 
Monday. 

The latest bombings, 
which followed massacres 
of scores of villagers close 
to Algiers, are seen as an 
attempt to dissuade the 
nearly 17 million voters 
from taking part in the elec- 
tions. 

The government has pre- 

(Continued on page 7) 


PARIS (R) — Socialist 
French Prime Minister 

Lionel Jospin formally took 
office Tuesday, meeting his 
Conservative Gaullist pre- 
decessor, Alain Juppe, for a 
13-minute handover. 

The two men exchanged a 
cordial handshake and 

posed smiling for photogra- 
phers in the courtyard of the 
prime minister's Matignon 
office on Paris' Left Bonk. 

After only a short private 
meeting. Mr. Jospin accom- 
panied Mr. Juppe down a 
red carpet to his waiting car. 
applauded by the staff of 
the prime minister's office. 

Mr. Juppe had been in 
office just over two years 
following President Jacques 
Chirac’s election in May 
1995. 

The new premier and his 
chief-of-siaff. Olivier 
Scbrameck, returned to 
work without answering 
questions from reporters. 

Socialist Party spokesman 
Francois Hollande said Mr. 
Jospin would form a small- 
er cabinet with more 
women. He hoped it would 
include representatives of 
all the left-wing parties 


which won Sunday's parlia- 
mentary election, including 
the Communists. 

Before the handover. Mr. 
Jospin had an hour-long 
meeting with Communist 
leader Robert Hue to dis- 
cuss the formation of the 
government. 

The Communists said 
Monday they wanted to par- 
ticipate but sought under- 
takings that the Socialists 
would raise the national 
minimum wage by eight per 
cent, cut value added tax. 
take first steps to cut the 
working week to 35 hours 
from 39 and ensure there 
w ould be no further austeri- 
ty to qualify for a single 
European currency. 

An aide to Mr. Jospin said 
he had told Mr. Hue he 
wanted “a yes or no answer 
without conditions" on 
whether the Communists 
would join the government. 

If they accepted, the 
Communists could haw 
two cabiner ministers and a 
secretary of state, he said. 

The Communist Party’s 
national council was due to 
meet later Tuesday to take a 

decision. 


Socialists to stick UNICEF fears U.N. reforms 
to Euro timetable ^ urt * ts wor ^ ^ or children 


PARIS (R) — French 

Socialist Elisabeth Guigou, 
tipped to serve as European 
affairs minister in Lionel 
Jospin’s new government, 
said Tuesday that it would 
stick to the timetable for 
Europe's planned single 
currency. 

Asked whether the new 
government would seek to 
ensure the Euro currency is 
created at the planned dead- 
line of Jan. 1, 1999. Ms. 
Guigou told RTL Radio: 
“Of course we must respect 
this deadline” 

She added that the 
Maastricht Treaty on crite- 
ria for economic and mone- 
tary union must be filled 
out, with a separate chapter 
on employment. 

“The treaty must be com- 
pleted on certain points. 
Institutions must be 
reformed to enable Europe 
to decide and to be more 


democratic in the name of 
the European left, 1 suggest- 
ed at the intergovernmental 
conference (IGC on institu- 
tional reform) that there be 
a chapter on jobs," she said. 

Mr. Jospin formally takes 
over power from defeated 
Prime Minister Alain Juppe 
at II a.m. {0900 GMT) 
Tuesday and will appoint 
his cabinet in the next 48 
hours, aides said. 

Mr. Jospin was appointed 
Monday by President 
Jacques Chirac who unwit- 
tingly precipitated the move 
when he called a snap par- 
liamentary election aimed 
at consolidating his own 
hold on power five weeks 
ago. 

The Communist Party, 
which Mr. Jospin needs for 
an outright majority, has 
pressed for relaxation of 
national budget criteria set 
for joining the Euro. 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Carol Bellamy, the director of 
the U.N. Children's Fund, has 
balked at re form proposals, 
warning UNICEF could lose 
its independent voice on 
behalf of children. 

‘It is not an overstatement 
to say that our progress in 
ensuring the development and 
well-being of children and 
women, and in building sup- 
port for the convention on the 
rights of the child, will contin- 
ue to depend on UNICEF’s 
independent voice and identi- 
ty," she said. 

Addressing the opening of 
the 1997 annual session of the 
UNICEF executive board 
Monday, Ms. Bellamy, a for- 
mer New York City Council 
president, feared the agency 
would lose its identity if it 
were divided into clusters of 
aid agencies. 

“It is self-evident that no 
other United Nations agency 
speaks directly for children, 
day in and day exit, globally 


and locally,” she said. “If that 
voice is muted or even stilled, 
there is a real and present dan- 
ger that children will become 
a lesser priority. 

Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan is considering some 
far-reachin g restructuring 
plans for the specialised UN. 
agencies that he intends to 
present in July. 

One proposal includes alter- 
natives such as the creation of 
a new humanitarian affairs 
agency into which UN. bod- 
ies handling emergencies — 
incl uding some sections of 
UNICEF — would be consol- 
idated. 

Under that scenario, Ms. 
Bellamy said, the office of the 
UN. High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) in 
Geneva would effectively 
become the UN. humanitari- 
an or emergency relief organ- 
isation, with wider powers 
than it currently possessed 

The Department of 
Humanitarian Affairs, which 


is based in New York, would 
either be abolished or also 
become a part of UNHCR, a 
reorganisation Europeans 
have greeted with scepticism 
since they created that depart- 
ment 

The proposals would fold 

other parts of UNICEF into a 

cluster of development agen- 
cies in New York that would 
be comprised of the UN 
Development Programme 

U -N. Population 
Fund The object, diplomats 
said, is to share administra- 
non and overheads, especially 
in foe field J 

Ms. Bellamy said UNICEF 
which has a strong following 
m the United States, must 
have continued access to the 
senior political leadership of 
counnies in which it operates. 

UNICEF’s voice must 
remain strong and identifiable 

2 ** SOcial and economic 
dialogues and in the planning 
Process," she said 


Diana’s dresses 
unveiled before 
charity auction 

LONDON (R) — Seventy- 
nine sumptuous dresses 
worn bv Princess Diana dur- 
ing her ill-fated marriage 
went on view ahead of an 
auction expected to raise 
millions of dollars for AIDS 
and cancer charities. The 
collection of elegant silk, 
satin, velvet and crepe 
evening gowns and fetching 
cocktail dresses from 
Britain’s top designers was 
displayed for the media 
ahead of a private viewing 
for the princess in the 
evening and a public show- 
ing starting on Tuesday. If 
sales of the 200-page colour 
catalogue, which netted a 
total of $1,069,558 by 
Monday, are anything to go 
by, the auction at Christie’s 
in New York June 25 should 
be a huge success. Each of 
the dresses, created between 
1981 and 1996 and worn by 
die princess through her 15- 
year marriage to Prince 
Charles, will be sold to the 
highest bidder, the proceeds 
eroing to the AIDS crisis 
mist and the Royal Marsden 
Hospital cancer fond. 

Moroccan illegal 
immigrants dumped 
on home beach 

RABAT (R) — Seventeen 
Moroccans trying to get ille- 
gally to Spain splashed 
ashore after being dropped 
100 yards off what they 
were told was the Spanish 
coast, the Moroccan daily 
newspaper L' Opinion said. 
But the immigrants, peas- 
ants from the town of 
Earache, instead found 
themselves landing in the 
nearby north Moroccan city 
of Tangier, the daily said, 
quoting a police source. The 
men, aged up to 30. had paid 
a middleman, who sailed off 
into the night. 7,000 
dirhams ($740) each to 
cross the strait of Gibraltar; 
Police arrested the would-be . 
illegal immigrants. V -1 

Animal lovers bid 
to stop Dutch queen 
wearing furs 

THE HAGUE (AFP) — 
Animal lovers in the 
Netherlands have launched 
a campaign aimed at per- 
suading Dutch Queen 
Beatrix to stop wearing furs. 
The association Boont Vbor 
Dieren has sent 160,000 
postcards to universities and 
schools, asking them to be 
forwarded to the queen. The 
cards bear the cartoon of a 
royal personage wearing a 
dead fox stole and preceded 
by her husband with a rifle. 
Boont Voor Dieren said the 
queen was one of the few 
people in the country still to 
wear furs, and derided the $ 
official palace response that 
they did not come from pro- 
tected species. It was not 
better to wear furs from 
unprotected animals that 
had been trapped or raised 
in cruel conditions before 
being electrocuted, the asso- 
ciation said. 

Bob Dylan home 
from hospital 
after treatment 
for lung infection 

NEW YORK (AFP) — U.S. 
singer Bob Dylan was back 
home Tuesday after being 
hospitalised one week for a 
potentially fatal lung dis- 
ease- a spokesman for 
Columbia Records said. 
Doctors are “confident that 
he will make a foil recover^ 
in four to six weeks.” the 
spokesman said, adding that 
Dylan was discharged over 
the weekend from an undis- 
closed hospital — apparent- 
ly not in New Yoik. *T» 
just glad to be feeling bet- 
ter,” Dylan said in a state- 
ment released Monday. "I 
really thought I’d be seeing 
Elvis (Presley) soon” Dylan 
cancelled a tour of Britain 
and Switzerland and was 
hospitalised with chest pains 
on May 25 — one day after 
his 56th birthday. He was 
reportedly treated for histo- 
plasmosis. a fongal infection 
of the lungs which, in turn, 
had triggered by a peri- 
carditis, an inflammation of 
the sac surrounding tiw 
heart. 



